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Revision Spaces
Esame di Stato 2020

This booklet contains materials to revise programmes based on the Ministerial Guidelines and obiettivi
specifici di apprendimento for fifth year classes taking the exam in June 2020.
It includes model text analyses, information on how to approach the colloquio and revision of the
historical, social and literary contexts. It covers the historical period from 1837, the ascent of Queen
Victoria to the throne of the UK, to the present, and is divided into four sections.
1 Revise text analysis
Three checklists for analysing texts of fiction, poetry and drama, and one to help you relate a text to
its context.
2 Model text analyses
Three analyses, one for each genre, to act as models for your own.
3 Revise
A complete revision of the historical, social, cultural and literary context with exercises that help both
memorization and critical thinking.
4 The Oral
Information about the colloquio in the 2020 exam and suggestions and how to prepare.

3

Revise text analysis
In this section you’ll find three checklists for analysing texts of fiction, poetry and drama, and one to help
you relate a text to its context.

Fiction, Poetry and Drama
The following three checklists are an outline of the main points to bear in mind when writing or talking
about a text.
The list splits aspects that in the text are interrelated and it is this interrelation that contributes to the
general meaning and flavour of the literary text.
Obviously the choice of the points to give prominence to will depend on the type of text to be analysed
and on the task given.

FICTION
Story and Plot
• What is the subject of the story?
• How are events organized? To what effect?
• What events are given prominence?
Narrator
• Who is the narrator? (first person narrator / third person narrator / more than one narrator?
outside / inside the story? obtrusive / non-obtrusive?)
• What narrative mode is used? (narration, description, dialogue, interior monologue, stream of
consciousness, other?)
• To what effect? For what purpose?
Point of View
• What point/s of view is/are adopted? (fixed / shifting)
• Is there a dominant tone? (irony, sympathy, pity, rage)
Characters
• What kind of characters are presented? (flat / closed, round / open)
• How are they created (By showing them in action and interaction or by describing and
commenting on them?)
• What is their role and function in the story? (protagonist, antagonist...)
Setting
• What kind of settings are described? (physical, social, others?)
• How does the setting contribute to the general meaning of the novel? (Is it functional to the plot
or to the characters or to the general atmosphere?)
Language
• What aspects of language seem most significant? (figurative language, repetition, personification)
Theme
• How are all the elements dealt with so far related to the overall meaning of the novel or story?
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POETRY
Content
• Is the poet speaking with his / her voice? If not, whose?
• Is someone being addressed? If so, who?
• What is the setting in time and place?
• What is the poem about?
Verse
➞ Lay-out
• What is the lay-out? (line length, number of lines for each stanza, unusual arrangements of lines,
lines that build concrete images)
• How does the lay-out contribute to meaning? (fixed forms, concrete poetry...)
➞ Sound patterns
• What is the stress pattern? (mark and count stresses and look for a pattern)
• What types of rhyme can you identify? (perfect rhyme, internal rhyme, consonance, assonance,
alliteration)
• Are there any dominant sounds? (identify dominant sounds and consider their quality: soft,
harsh...)
• How does sound contribute to meaning?
Language
• How far does the language conform or differs from ordinary communication? To what effect?
• What aspects of language seem most significant?
• What features of figurative language are present? (simile, metaphor, symbol, repetition,
personification, language of sense impressions)
• How do they contribute to the overall meaning of the poem?
Types of poems
• What particular feature/s characterize/s the poem?
• How would you describe it? (lyric, narrative, dramatic)
Poetic forms
• Does the poem follow a fixed form? (sonnet, ode, epigram, elegy)
• How far does it conform or depart from the conventional features of the form?
• Is free verse used?
• How does the choice of form contribute to the overall meaning of the poem?
Theme
• How are all the aspects of the poem contribute to convey a particular message?
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DRAMA
Story and Plot
• What happens in the text? (events, actions and their organisation)
• Which plot (main plot / sub-plot) is the text part of?
• Which act / scene is it from?
• What span of time is covered? (Are there any references to the past and/or to the future?)
• What place/s is/are involved?
Characters
• What information do you get about the characters and where? (From the stage directions /
dialogue / soliloquy? From other characters’ comments?)
• What personality do the characters reveal?
• What kind of characters are they? (flat / closed, round / open, stock)
• Do they speak in a distinctive voice?
• What is their role and function? (main / minor / protagonist, antagonist / hero / villain...)
Language
• What type of language is mostly used? (formal, informal, figurative)
• If it is written in prose, how close or far is it from naturalistic language?
• If it is written in verse, what features of poetry are present?
Dramatic Technique
• What main techniques are used? (dialogue, soliloquy, monologue, stage directions)
• To what purpose and/or effect?
• Does the play show the typical features of any particular form of drama? (comedy, tragedy,
tragicomedy, farce, radio play, absurdist drama)
The Audience
• Does the audience enjoy a privileged position at any point in the play?
• What effect does the play try to produce on the audience? (laugh, pity, sympathy)
Theme
• What intentions might the playwright have had in writing the play?
• Is there a main theme or are there more themes in the play?
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A guideline for contextualisation
The following guideline gives an outline of the various connections a text has with a context and will
help you locate it in the field of the author’s production, the network of the literary movements and the
historical and social period it belongs to.
The relationship between text and context broadens the reading competence and leads to a deeper
understanding of the text by throwing new light on it.
Like in text analysis, the choice of the points to give prominence to will depend on the type of text to be
analysed and on the task given.

ASPECTS OF THE CONTEXT
The text in its context
• Is the text independent or an extract?
• Is it part of a series or a collection?
The biographical context
• Does it contain autobiographical elements?
• If so, how far are they relevant to the understanding of the text?
• What role does the text have in the author’s production?
The literary context
• What are the main trends of the period the work belongs to?
• Does the work follow the main trends or does it break away from them? If so, why and how?
The cultural context
• What are the main aspects and values of the cultural environment of the society of the period?
• What type of reading public is the text addressed to?
• How is the text connected to other artistic movements?
The historical context
• How far do the historical events of the period influence both the dominant views and the values
of the period?
The intercultural context
• Is the literary work expression of a local culture or is it connected to more international
movements and cultures?
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Model text analyses
In this section you’ll find three analyses, one for each genre, to act as models for your own.

Fiction
The following model analysis is only a possible example and the various parts could be organized in a
different order and with different depth according to personal knowledge and interest or according to the
task.
1 Read the analysis, referring back to the checklists for fiction and for context. Which items have been
used? In which order?
2 Use the model and the checklists to analyse another fictional text you have studied.

Charles Dickens (1812-70)
Hard Times, 1854

The text in its context
The extract is taken from chapter 5 of the novel Hard Times. The setting of the novel is Coketown,
an imaginary industrial town in the north of England where Thomas Gradgrind and his family live.
Gradgrind is a wealthy, retired merchant who runs the local school and treats children according to
utilitarian values, putting his faith in facts, statistics, rationality and practicality above all. Although
he almost destroys his daughter’s life, he eventually reforms, giving up his ‘philosophy of fact’ and
devoting his political power to helping the poor.
Story and plot
The text is a description of Coketown, which has become emblematic of industrialisation and its
consequences, and is functional to the plot in view of the ultimate change in Gradgrind’s mindset.
This extract does not take the story forward but its reflections on the town, its buildings and the life
of its inhabitants will later become Gradgrind’s own ideas. The text begins with a description of the
predominantly man-made elements which make up the urban landscape and which serve the world
of work, all of which have been degraded by pollution. Tall chimneys pour out never-ending streams
of smoke, the machinery in the factories fill the air with noise, and both the malodorous river and the
canal have taken on unnatural colours from the pollutants of the textile industry. The streets, houses
and the workers all look alike and every day seems the same as the others.
The extract then briefly mentions the rich textiles which are the products of the industrial activity and
which are exported worldwide to dress elegant ladies and furnish their homes, even though people
prefer not to think of the ugliness of the town from which they originate.
In the final part, the institutions which are not part of textile production are described. However, even
these buildings look like factories and warehouses and are almost completely devoid of ornamentation.
It is a town with no place for anything other than industrial and commercial activity, right down to the
schools where the students learn nothing but “fact, fact, fact”.
Narrator and point of view
Dickens makes use of a third person narrator who is, at times, intrusive. In fact, the extract begins
with the words: “Let us strike the keynote, Coketown, before pursuing our tune.” Here the narrator
addresses the reader directly, seemingly taking him/her by the hand, to contemplate the landscape
together. The narrator’s voice remains strong throughout the extract, speaking critically but also with
humour and irony.
Characters
Two groups of people are represented here and both serve to emphasize the description of the town.
The workers make a brief appearance as they trudge backwards and forwards to work, becoming
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symbolic of the oppressed lower classes. The fine lady, on the other hand, represents the wealthy
consumers of the new industrial society who are unwilling to think about the horrific conditions in
which their purchases are produced.

Setting
As a descriptive passage, the importance of the setting is clear. The town described recalls the mill
towns of the north of England in Dickens’s times and is, in fact, inspired by a real town called Preston
in Lancashire. However, realistic elements are also exaggerated using different stylistic techniques. In
this way, Coketown itself becomes a symbol of the evils of industrialisation and its consequences.
Language
The language of the extract is rich in figures of speech and sense impression. Two similes and a
metaphor interestingly compare objects in the industrial town with exotic elements: “like the painted
face of a savage”, “like the head of an elephant” and “serpents of smoke”. Dickens questions how
such apparent and amazing progress is really a step forward for those who are its victims and suggests,
instead, that it is a regression to a brutish and savage state. Dickens uses hyperbole to create humour
(e.g. “for ever and ever, and never got uncoiled”) and numerous examples of repetition (e.g. “at the
same hours, with the same sound upon the same pavements, to do the same work...”). The latter
emphasises the monotony and joylessness of life in Coketown. Humour is also injected through the use
of irony, for example in the reference to the buildings which are described as “highly ornamental”
when they have the addition of “a bell in a birdcage” on top.
The description appeals to the senses of sight (“black canal”, “a river that ran purple”), smell
(“ill-smelling dye”) and hearing (“a rattling and a trembling”). This language of sense impression
focuses attention on the degradation of the landscape from pollution.
Theme
An important theme in Charles Dickens’s works is the evils of industrialisation and the oppression
of the people who become its victims. This extract is a good example of this criticism of the factory
system, materialism and of the failure of Utilitarianism to work in favour of the masses.
Historical and cultural context
The text can clearly be collocated in the Victorian Age at the height of the Industrial Revolution. The
period was also called ‘The Age of Machinery’ because technological improvements accelerated the
process of industrialisation which had started in the previous century and continued to change British
life. Textile industries, such as those described in Coketown, continued to flourish. The cutting of
new canals and the building of new roads and railways, which made transport easier and cheaper,
resulted in an efficient communication network to carry goods inland and to the great shipping ports.
These transformations also affected the population and resulted in the migration of people from the
countryside to the industrial areas in search of jobs, creating the urban sprawl Dickens wanted to
represent in the chapter Coketown. The effects of industrialisation were often negative for the poorer
classes. Liberalist politics led to the subordination of labourers’ needs to industrial and commercial
interests, with appalling consequences. Living and working conditions for the lower classes were often
intolerable whereas industrial expansion brought great wealth for the middle and upper classes. A
contemporary of Dickens, Alexis de Tocqueville, said, in reference to Manchester in the 1830s: “Here
humanity attains its most complete development and its most brutish; here civilisation works
its miracles, and civilised man is turned back almost into a savage.” Inspired by de Tocqueville,
Dickens uses his exotic figures of speech to the very idea of progress.
The biographical and literary context
In the first part of the Victorian Age, fiction was deeply influenced by a climate which reflected people’s
faith in progress and optimism. Novelists, like Dickens, saw and denounced the evils of their time but
did not question the fundamental idea that the system was right or that progress was inevitable: evils
were a temporary setback. The writings and opinions of the Scottish critic Thomas Carlyle were also
influential on some authors. Carlyle was an urgent promoter of social reform that he saw as necessary
to Britain if the nation wanted to avoid the excesses of revolution. The principal authors influenced
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by him, often referred to as the ‘Condition of England’ writers, include Dickens as well as Elizabeth
Gaskell (1810-65), Charles Kingsley (1819-75) and Benjamin Disraeli (1804-81). Each in their own
particular style, these novelists use their writing to question social inequalities and to campaign against
social injustice. Dickens is the most significant member of the group and he campaigned constantly
for social reform. In Hard Times, he deals with social issues such as economic and spiritual poverty,
Victorian institutions such as schools and the dangers of excessive materialism. He often visited the
northern city of Manchester where he experienced the impact of industrialisation on society and in
1854, while visiting the industrial city of Preston during a strike, he was so appalled by the working and
living conditions he saw that he determined “to strike the heaviest blow in my power” and produced
the novel Hard Times (1854). The character of Thomas Gradgrind in the novel was based on the
Utilitarian thinker of the time, James Mill (1773-36), father of John Stuart Mill.
Typical of the novels of the 1800s, Dickens’s style is that of realism, that is to say a form of fiction
which aims to give a true and faithful portrayal of life, without idealisation or mysticism, through the
voice of an omniscient narrator, who could be intrusive, as we can see in Hard Times. However, unlike
the general trend, Dickens’s realism is laced with both humour and sentimentality and his language is
rich in detail and can often be poetic in its descriptive passages, as in the text Coketown.
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Poetry
The following model analysis is only a possible example and the various parts could be organized in a
different order and with different depth according to personal knowledge and interest or according to
the task.
1 Read the analysis, referring back to the checklists for poetry and for context. Which items have
been used? In which order?
2 Use the model and the checklists to analyse another poetic text you have studied.

Rupert Brooke (1887-1915)
The Soldier, 1914

The text in its context
The Soldier by Rupert Brooke was written in 1914 and published posthumously in 1915. It was part of
a short collection of five poems called 1914 and Other Poems. It is his most well-known work and, in
its time, it caught the spirit of British sentiment in the early days of World War I.
Content
The poem opens with the first-person poetic voice who addresses the reader directly through the use
of the imperative “think”. He is a soldier and he says that, if he should die in the war, his body lying
beneath the earth will imbue the foreign field (a battle field in France, say) with his ‘Englishness’.
England has given him life, shaped, educated and also its beautiful, natural landscapes to love. In the
second stanza he imagines how it would be after his death when, redeemed by his sacrifice, he will be
able to give back all that which has generously been given to him by his motherland, such as its sweet
sounds, sights, friendship, gentleness and peace.
Verse: Lay-out and form
The poem is an Italian sonnet and therefore in 14 lines which are divided into two stanzas, an octave
and a sestet. The pattern created by indentation mirrors the poem’s sonnet rhyme scheme (alternate
in the octave, in triplets in the sestet) and the punctuation, which is frequent and often occurs mid-line
as well as at line endings, slows down the reading, adding to the sense of dreamy meditation.
Sonnets are traditionally used to express strong feelings for a beloved and here England becomes the
object of love and praise in the figure of a generous and caring mother, worthy of noble sacrifice
Verse: Sound patterns
The poem is in iambic pentameter, emphasising its traditional feel while the rhyme scheme is
typically Petrarchan  ababcdcd efgefg. The sweetness of the tone is reinforced by the repetition of
predominantly soft sounds through alliteration (e.g. “foreign field...forever”), consonance (e.g. “sights
and sounds, dreams happy as...”, “laughter, learnt...gentleness”) and assonance (e.g. “Gave...
ways...”).
Language
The language of the poem is cultured and elevated, suiting the noble nature of sacrifice while lexical
choices like “laughter”, “friends”, “flowers”, “dreams” and “gentleness” emphasise the positive tone
of the poem. “England” and “English” are repeated to reinforce the attention to the homeland which
has given such great gifts to the soldier and England is personified as a generous mother and in a
metaphor becomes the equivalent of heaven, an earthly paradise.
Theme
In terms of its themes and message, the poem captures the feelings of optimism and patriotism which
characterised the early months of the First World War. It describes the nobility of self-sacrifice fired by
the love of one’s native country.
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The historical and biographical context
When World War I broke out in August 1914, in Britain thousands of young men volunteered to serve
their country, carried on the wave of patriotism which spread over the land. Inevitably, the huge
impact of World War I gave rise to some important literary and artistic works which described the
event from different points of view. Rupert Brooke is the leading figure in a group of young soldier
poets who captured the optimistic sentiment of the early months. When the war started, Brooke
immediately joined the Navy and saw action at the defence of Antwerp in October, where he witnessed
both the bravery and the destruction of the fighting. In 1915, Brooke’s battalion set sail for the
Dardanelles, stopping in Egypt and then offshore of the Greek island of Skyros. Brooke fell ill and died
there without ever reaching the fighting in Gallipoli.
He wrote the poem The Soldier in the early days of the conflict, before the reality of trench warfare
had set in and before he had a real chance to witness its horrors and therefore to develop a more
critical or cynical tone. The fact that Brooke wrote such a powerfully patriotic and idealistic poem
about dying for one’s native land and then himself died in uniform, coupled with the fact that he was
young and extremely handsome, combined to give him and his works a heroic status.
The literary context
Brooke’s poetry develops from a corpus of work written by poets of predominantly ‘English sensibility’.
In the first part of the twentieth century, these ‘English’ or ‘Georgian’ poets drew inspiration from
existing cultural values and relied only on the English tradition. In the period up to 1914, Thomas
Hardy (1840-1928) and Edward Thomas (1878-1917) expressed melancholy themes, careful
description of nature and nostalgia for disappearing rural England while using vigorous conversational
language. Then, when war broke out, poetry responded in a variety of ways — patriotic and pacifist,
traditional and experimental. Amongst the war poets, Brooke expressed his patriotism in mellifluous
language and metre, while others, such as Wilfred Owen (1893-1918), Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967)
and Isaac Rosenberg (1890-1918), used discordant rhythms and the graphic violent language of
everyday conversation to describe the physical hardship and misery of the soldier’s life on the Western
Front and to express anger at the useless massacre, attacking politicians and propagandists.
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Drama
The following model analysis is only a possible example and the various parts could be organized in a
different order and with different depth according to personal knowledge and interest or according to the
task.
1 Read the analysis, referring back to the checklists for drama and for context. Which items have been
used? In which order?
2 Use the model and the checklists to analyse another drama text you have studied.

Samuel Beckett (1906-1989)
Waiting for Godot, 1952, 1954

The text in its context
The text is from the play Waiting for Godot, a work in two acts initially written and published in
French and then, in 1954, in its English translation. It was the first of a series of plays written by
Samuel Beckett in a style known as the ‘Theatre of the Absurd’. Those which followed are End Game
(1957), Krapp’s Last Tape (1958) and Happy Days (1960).
The play is a tragi-comedy which has no story or plot in the traditional sense and in which events
are frequently repeated, sometimes with slight variations, in order to give the impression of man’s
incapacity to escape from his inevitably brief and meaningless existence. There is no progression and
no resolution. The setting is bleak and symbolic — there is a road and a single tree which the main
characters contemplate using to commit suicide.
In Act I, the two main characters, Estragon and Vladimir talk to each other without seeming to be able
to communicate. They say they want to leave the place where they are but cannot because they must
wait for Godot. They wonder about how to pass the time and Estragon suggests they hang themselves.
They give up the idea. Then a man called Pozzo enters with his slave, Lucky. Vladimir accuses Pozzo
of treating Lucky badly. Pozzo and Lucky leave and a boy arrives. He says he is a messenger from
Godot and that the latter will not be coming today, but he will definitely come tomorrow. Vladimir and
Estragon decide to leave but then do nothing. With small variations, the same things happen again in
Act II.
Story and Plot
The extract is taken from Act II and there are a number of clues that this is the case it is clear from
what Vladimir says that this is the second entrance of the boy, and Vladimir seems to already know
that Godot will not come but that he will promise to come the next day.
The text can be divided into three parts, Vladimir’s monologue, a dialogue between Vladimir and the
boy, and a dialogue between Vladimir and Estragon.
In his monologue, Vladimir says he doesn’t know if he is awake or dreaming, he is worried and
uncertain about the future, he has no real purpose, nor has he had any real meaningful contact with
others. He says he is caught in a loop of repeated, meaningless events; life is short, human existence is
one of suffering. He says routine is numbing and that he feels despair. In the end, he can’t recall, or he
can’t understand, what he has been saying.
In the dialogue between Vladimir and the boy, the latter does not recognize Vladimir and claims he
did not come there the previous day. The boy says he has a message from Godot but Vladimir already
knows what the boy’s message will be. He asks for information about Godot, about his hair and his
beard. The boy wants to carry a message from Vladimir back to Godot. Vladimir asks him to tell Godot
that he saw him and wants to be sure that the boy will remember him when he comes the next day.
In the dialogue between Vladimir and Estragon, both men agree to go away but they cannot agree
on how far to go. Vladimir says that they must come back the next day because they must wait there
for Godot. Estragon suggests dropping Godot but Vladimir insists that is not possible because he will
punish them if they are not there waiting and for some reason he looks at the tree. Estragon suggests
suicide but Vladimir sees a series of problems: they have no rope, if they use Estragon’s belt it will be
too short, there is no one to hang on to his legs, the belt might not be strong enough. In fact, when they
pull on it, it breaks.
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Characters
Vladimir and Estragon are the main characters in the play and in this extract. They pass the time as
they wait by talking without communicating and enacting ritualistic and repetitive gestures without
ever really doing anything. Vladimir seems more mature, in control and responsible than Estragon
while Estragon is more dependent on Vladimir. Vladimir has the better memory of the two, increasing
Estragon’s dependence on him, although Vladimir seems to need Estragon’s company.
The boy is Godot’s messenger, but he also does not seem to have good memory. He comes every
day, repeats the message that Godot will come the day after, and leaves. It is suggested that he has a
brother, creating the same kind of duality we see in the pairing of Vladimir and Estragon.
The characters are not recognizable as human beings, rather they seem to stand as symbols of the
human condition. They try to communicate with each other, but answers are usually inadequate or
illogical.
Language and Dramatic Technique
Beckett described his play as a tragi-comedy, so a blend of both comedy and tragedy. The speeches
of the characters are at times profound, at times ridiculous, usually simple, informal and concise. The
language in the dialogues and monologues of the play, and in this extract, is frequently irrational and
incoherent, pointing to a lack of communication rather than communication, as for example, in the
exchange:
– “Where shall we go?” / “Not far.” / “Oh yes, let’s go far away from here.”
This is reinforced by the fact that the most common instruction in the stage directions is ‘silence’
and others like ‘he hesitates’ and ‘pause’ create breaks in the dialogue as well as by the continual
forgetfulness of the characters, who do not remember what they have said and what they have done.
The Audience
The dialogue and behaviour of the characters evoke both a sense of despair and of mild amusement in
those who are watching. The sense of humorous absurdity coupled with sad frustration in the audience
provide them with no sense of resolution and no easy answers.
Theme
The dominant theme is the meaninglessness of existence and the impossibility of escape from its
inevitable routines through which nothing is resolved. Beckett was satisfied that his works could be
given different readings by different people and preferred to avoid prescribing interpretations of the
symbolism and messages they contain. He insisted they were not representations of reality but rather
posed questions concerning existence and non-existence, the self within and without, mind and body.
The questions are certainly not answered.
Literary and Biographical Context
Modernism, which had made such an impact on the English novel and in poetry in the earlier part
of the century, had to wait until after World War II before it made a similar impact on the English
theatre. Samuel Beckett was the most influential figure and Waiting for Godot (1952-1954), the prime
example of the new ‘Theatre of the Absurd’. After graduating, Beckett had gone to Paris to teach at
the École Normale Supérieure and there he was introduced to James Joyce. The two men struck up
both a friendship and a working relationship, Beckett assisting Joyce during the writing of the ultramodernist text Finnegans Wake (1939). Beckett’s work had a shift of focus after 1945. He started to
write in French, which some critics say was a conscious rejection of his native Ireland, others a need to
separate himself from Joyce. Beckett himself said it helped him write “without style”. The result was a
series of acclaimed novels: Molloy (1951), Malone Dies (1951) and The Unnamable (1953) followed
by En attendant Godot (1952), the play which was to irrevocably transform the world of theatre.
The term ‘Theatre of the Absurd’ refers to the style of Waiting for Godot and of the works of a group
of dramatists in the 1950s and 1960s. It was probably coined by Martin Esslin in 1961 on the publication
of his book The Theatre of the Absurd. Influenced by the work of the French novelist and philosopher
Albert Camus, Le Mythe de Sisyphe, absurdist works portray the irrationality and purposelessness of
the human condition and lack conventional structure and logic. Apart from Beckett, the main exponents
were Ionesco, Adamov and Genet in France, Pinter in England and, Albee in America.
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Revise: 1837-1901 Historical, Social, Cultural
and Literary Context
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
A

The European Scene

1 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Europe in the First Part of the 19th Century • Europe in the Second Part of the 19th Century •
General Features
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
19th-century Europe was characterised by an unprecedentedly fast process of political, economic
and social change caused by the development of industrialisation and the influence of the French
Revolution. Britain was the first nation to become industrialised, but by the end of the century
its industrial primacy had already been challenged by France and Germany and later Russia.
Industrialisation also accounted for the increasing imperialistic expansion of the European Powers to
find new market outlets.
The increase in population, industrialisation, urbanisation, the development of communications
and the spread of education provoked great changes to the old political and social structure. The
demand for social reform challenged the political order and hierarchy and more representative forms
of government were set up all over Europe, either through revolutionary movements or through
reformistic policies. Towards the end of the century the US also competed with European Powers for
colonial expansion and by 1895 its industrial output had equalled that of Britain.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Vienna Settlement (1815) at the end of the Napoleonic Wars aimed to secure a lasting peace.
Europe was dominated by the so-called ‘Metternich System’, that is, a policy of restoration of rulers
and States on the basis of the principle of legitimacy, the control and repression of revolutionary
movements and a policy of balance between the States. The system seemed to work at an international
level as no wars broke out up to 1848, but it did not work inside the single States because the
spreading ideals of nationalism, liberalism and socialism challenged the principles of authority. Under
the influence of these ideals various revolutions broke out throughout Europe which culminated in the
general revolutionary outbreak of 1848. Nationalism in particular was the leading force which triggered
off revolutions in Italy and Germany and which would, in the long run, lead to the disruption of the
Hapsburg Monarchy. Most of the 1848 revolutions had a negative outcome and were followed by a wave
of restoration and repression, nonetheless they marked the real end of the Ancien Régime.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The balance of powers was disrupted by internal turmoil which led to the creation of two new States,
Italy and Germany (in 1861 and 1871 respectively). It also received a serious blow from the Eastern
Question. The growing weakness of the Ottoman Empire encouraged Russian expansion southwards
thus challenging the balance of powers. The rise of Balkan Nationalisms and the rivalries among the
European States over the fate of Turkey together with Britain’s concern to maintain the freedom of the
Straits and the route to India led to the Crimean War in 1853-56.
After 1856 the Concert of Europe was completely shattered and rivalries among the various States
grew. They were also skillfully exploited by Bismarck’s policy to unify Germany which culminated in
another serious conflict, namely the Franco-Prussian War and the military defeat of France in 1870.
Competition among the States also extended outside Europe. The last quarter of the 19th century
witnessed an increase in imperial expansion which included the US and Russia and led to serious
colonial tensions. While in 1870 only one tenth of the African continent was under European control,
by 1900 only one tenth was independent. It also extended within China and the region once known as
Indo-China.
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2 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the chart below.
General Features
• Main factors of political, economic and social change in 19th-century Europe: 1...................................
and the 2...................................
• Countries involved in industrialisation: first 3................................... followed by 4..................................
. Russia and the US at the end of the century.
• Influence of industrialization:
– in the foreign affairs of European Powers: 5...................................
– in home affairs: 6................................... and more representative 7...................................
Europe in the first part of the 19th century
• General policy of European Powers after the Vienna Settlement: 8................................... of rulers
and States; control and 9................................... of revolutionary movements; policy of
10
................................... .
• Revolutionary movements inside the States influenced by: 11................................... liberalism and
socialism.
• Symbolic meaning of 1848 revolutions: end of the 12................................... .
Europe in the second part of the 19th century
• Factors of disruption of the Concert of Europe:
a creation of two new States: 13................................... .
b The Eastern 14................................... and The 15................................... .
c The 16................................... War
d Imperial 17................................... and colonial 18................................... .

B

The British Scene

3 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Conflicts • Factors of Disruption • Empire • Imperialism in the British Isles • Victoria’s Death •
Decolonization • Victoria and her Government • Cultural Influences of the British Empire •
British Policy after the Congress of Vienna • The Imperial Myth
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the Congress of Vienna, Britain started a policy of ‘isolationism’ from European affairs and
concentrated on developing her economic supremacy both at home and abroad, enlarging her colonial
influence.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Victoria ascended the throne of Great Britain in 1837 when she was only 18. At the beginning of her
reign, her youth and inexperience facilitated the establishment of a constitutional monarchy, with
government increasingly in the hands of Parliament alternately led by Conservative (Tory) and Liberal
(Whig) Prime Ministers. She did, however, take an active part in political life, particularly in the first
part of her reign, while towards the end her role became only representative. She gradually became a
very influential and symbolic figure for Britain’s political and cultural life and her marriage to Albert
became the paradigm of the British family. Following the death of Albert in 1861, Victoria withdrew
from national affairs, but in the late 1870s her Prime Minister Disraeli understood the importance
of the symbolic role of the Crown and encouraged her to resume her interest in constitutional and
imperial affairs appointing her Empress of India in 1877. The celebrations of her Golden (1887) and
Diamond Jubilee (1897) testified to the immense popularity and public affection she enjoyed
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 19th century was the age in which Britain reached the apogee of its economic and colonial power,
with a stable government and a general feeling of continual progress, particularly in the first part of
the century. The Victorian Age, however, was far from monolithic. Victoria’s charisma helped to keep
at bay and disguise, for the majority of people, the growing sources of disruption of an apparently
indestructible system: the spread of socialism, militant trade unionism and feminism, not to mention
the growing Irish Nationalism which threatened to bring about Civil War.
Pagina fotocopiabile esclusivamente per uso didattico © 2020, Loescher Editore - Torino

16

D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
No major conflict troubled Victoria’s reign, with the exception of the Crimean War in 1854. Towards
the end of the century, peace was broken again by the Second Boer War (1899-1902), which was
fought in South Africa between British and Dutch farmers to secure rights for British citizens in the
Transvaal where gold had been found in 1886. Though the British won, this colonial war touched the
consciences of many British citizens and made them question the righteousness of Empire.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1901 Victoria, the queen whose reign had witnessed so much political and social change, died and
was succeeded by Edward Prince of Wales. She had restored popularity to the British Crown and the
monarchy was perceived as a ceremonial necessity. Her death was an occasion for national mourning.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The beginnings of the British Empire date back to the 16th century. At the beginning of the 19th
century, the Empire was just a collection of ports, islands and coastal regions. During that period the
inhabitants of the colonies started to look for new opportunities and new territories and moved inland.
When Victoria became queen, Great Britain had settlements mainly in Canada, the West Indies,
Australia, New Zealand. In the second half of the 18th century, the East India Company started to
conquer large parts of India, a country which exported tea, cotton, wood and pepper and imported
mainly cotton textiles together with a great variety of other British-made products. The British
Government replaced the East India Company’s authority after the Indian Mutiny of 1857-58, when
opposition to British rule by Hindu and Muslim soldiers was crushed by British soldiers. From then on,
India was ruled by a Viceroy and in 1877 became ‘The Jewel in the Crown’ of the British Empire when
Queen Victoria was appointed Empress.
In the second half of the century, Britain also extended her influence in Africa where international
rivalry was very strong and Egypt, Sudan, Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, Rhodesia and Zambia became part
of the Empire. In 1899 the British started a colonial conflict with the Boers, farmers of Dutch origin
living in South Africa, for the control of the diamond and gold mines of that region and because of the
Boer refusal to grant civil rights to British immigrants. The Boer War was long and hugely expensive.
It was criticised by people at home because of the severe losses the British army suffered and dealt a
deadly blow to the imperialistic myth. It was also condemned by other European countries because of
Lord Kitchener’s harsh policy. Boer resisters and their families were housed in concentration camps
where many died. When the war ended in 1902, the Boer Republics of Transvaal and the Orange Free
State were annexed to the British Empire.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the Victorian Age, the middle classes developed an increasing interest in the Empire and a growing
enthusiasm and pride in Britain’s power over nearly a quarter of the land surface of the globe. The
imperial myth was a cultural form of Darwinism. The English felt themselves to be a chosen race whose
mission was to carry civilisation and the Christian religion all over the world. Both conservative and
liberal politicians understood the potential of the Empire as a means of uniting the British people in
a common cause, helping both to boost the confidence of the individual and of the nation while also
providing many opportunities for economic improvement.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The development of the imperial myth was based on the supremacy of the English culture and the 19th
century also saw the progressive relegation of all other British native cultures (Scottish, Welsh and
Irish) to a marginal role.
National feelings against English supremacy were particularly felt in Ireland and the Irish Question
dominated the parliamentary scene till the end of Victoria’s reign. From the beginning of the 19th
century, Irish Roman Catholics, who did not have the same political and civil rights as Irish Protestants,
had demanded political reforms and equal civil rights. In this period their claims became even more
pressing and political troubles were a constant problem.
In 1886 and 1893 Gladstone’s proposals for Irish Home Rule were rejected and this gave rise to Sinn
Féin (= Ourselves Alone), an extreme nationalistic movement that demanded an independent republic.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
At the turn of the century the righteousness of the British Empire and its civilising mission began
to be seriously questioned and the end of the 19th century saw the transformation of some colonies
into dominions as a consequence both of their desire to have an effective influence on Britain’s world
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policy and their wish to have no interference in their home policy. The white colonies – Australia,
Canada and New Zealand – had handled their local problems of administration and taken most
decisions for themselves since the beginning. In this way they had gradually developed the institutions
which enabled them to become self-governing. The change started with the Canadian colonies, which
formed a confederation in 1867 known as the ‘Dominion of Canada’, whose national government
had full control of its own affairs. The position of Britain was limited to minor powers of veto, the
supply of naval defense and some privileges to invest in local enterprises. When, besides convicts,
free immigrants started to populate Australia, Australian voices started demanding forms of selfgovernment and the Australian colonies became a dominion in 1901.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The colonisation of different countries obviously implied the disruption of local cultures at different
levels as they were governed according to a European-based code of values. India, the ‘Jewel in
the Crown’ of the British Empire, was the country where colonial influence was more articulated.
Rulers and officials of the British Crown were soon joined by a mass of emigrants from Britain who
developed careers there and created a new social class, that of Anglo-Indians, of middle class origin
who negotiated power with the local rulers and introduced an English way of life and habits into the
country.

4 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements about the reign of Queen
Victoria are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6

In the Victorian Age, Britain took an active part in European politics.
Queen Victoria took a more active part in government in the first part of her reign
than in the second.
During the Victorian period, the British Government became more constitutional.
In the 19th century, Britain reached the climax of its economic and colonial power.
In the second part of her reign, Victoria’s popularity decreased.
Towards the end of the century, British stability at home and abroad was being questioned.
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T

F

T

F

T

F

5 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the statements below about the British Empire.
The beginnings of the British Empire date back to �������������������������������������������������������������������������������
2 Colonial expansion increased with the ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
3 After Victoria’s ascent to the throne, colonial expansion developed mainly in �����������������������������������
4 The ................................... class was particularly interested in the Empire as a source
of ................................... improvement.
5 Resistance against English dominance at home was particularly felt by ���������������������������������������������
6 After the Indian Mutiny of 1857-58 India was ruled directly by the �����������������������������������������������������
7 Britain expanded in Africa ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
8 The Boer War was fought in ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
9 The righteousness of the British Empire started to be questioned ������������������������������������������������������
10 The first colonies to be turned into Dominions were ����������������������������������������������������������������������������
1
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C

The American Scene

6 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
National Expansion • Reconstruction • Indian Wars and Further Expansion • The Civil War
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
From 1789 to 1815 events in Europe continued to influence the home and foreign policy of the United
States, but an independent American System was rapidly developing, culminating in the Monroe
Doctrine of 1823, which became the foundation of United States foreign policy. The key points were
the end of the colonisation of the American continent by European nations and the non-intervention of
European States in American politics and vice versa. Meanwhile a policy of expansion of the American
territories had begun. The 1840s was the period of the greatest expansion and called the era of the
‘manifest destiny’, the name given to the belief that the United States had a divine mission to expand
and to spread the ideals of freedom and democracy.
Expansion increased national pride but at the same time created serious problems with the Native
Americans and the Mexican peoples. A war against Mexico ended in 1848 with the acquisition of
California and New Mexico. The discovery of gold in California caused a great migration known as the
Gold Rush.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
By the 1850s, marked differences had developed within the vast American territory. The most striking
one was that between a manufacturing, commercial and urban North and an agricultural South with a
plantation system dependent on slave labour.
The country became more and more divided as a strong movement for the abolition of slavery
developed in the North which was highly resented by the South. The election in 1860 of Abraham
Lincoln, a keen abolitionist, strengthened the movement.
In 1861, seven Southern States, later followed by four more States, seceded from the Union and formed
the Confederate States of America with Jefferson Davis as President. A Civil War broke out which
lasted from 1861 to 1865 with severe losses on both sides. It ended with the abolition of slavery in the
United States, but the hatred between the two parts of the country did not decrease and was fuelled by
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the war, the government was faced with the problem of how to reunite the nation. The South
was placed under military rule until 1877 when federal troops were eventually withdrawn but racial
discrimination spread as the Southern States made it difficult for African Americans to exercise their
rights. Groups such as the Ku Klux Klan terrorised African Americans to keep them from voting. In the
late 1870s large numbers of African Americans began moving to the North and West in search of work.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The westward expansion of the late 1800s continued to create problems for the Native Americans.
From the 1850s to 1890 a series of Indian Wars were fought in the West. Gradually the Indians were
forced into smaller and smaller areas called ‘reservations’. The defeat of the Sioux at Wounded Knee,
in South Dakota, in 1890 is usually considered the end of the Indian Wars. In the 1600s about one and a
half million Native Americans inhabited the land but by 1900 fewer than 250,000 had survived, most of
them confined in self-governing reservations where they tried to preserve their culture.
The United States continued to expand to other parts of the world: Alaska was bought from the
Russians in 1867 and Hawaii was annexed in 1898. A war with Spain over Cuba gained them possession
of Puerto Rico.
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7 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
In the first years of the 19th century, the US were still under the influence of Europe.
2 The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 proclaimed the non-intervention of European States
in American politics.
3 The early years of the century were the period of the greatest territorial expansion.
4 The belief in the manifest destiny justified US expansionism.
5 US expansionism was non-violent.
6 The Gold Rush is the name given to the mass migration to Mexico in 1848.
7 The Civil War was fought for the abolition of slavery in the South.
8 After the Civil War, African Americans could exercise the same rights as whites.
9 In the late 1870s, there was mass migration of African Americans to the North and West
in search of work.
10 The battle at Wounded Knee was the first of the Indian Wars.
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SOCIAL CONTEXT
A

In the UK

8 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Technology and Industrialisation • Economic Boom • Foreign Competition •
Urbanisation • Social Classes • The Middle Class • Philosophical Background •
The Working Class • Social Unrest
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Liberalism was the philosophy which dominated the 19th-century British economic and political scene.
From a political point of view liberalism was first associated with human rights as an expression of the
resistance to absolutist non-representative governments and rulers. From an economic point of view,
liberalism advocated the laissez-faire policy, arguing that industry, trade and agriculture should be as
free as possible from government regulations and supervision, favouring free trade and a free market.
Liberalism originated and developed mainly in Britain.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Victorian Age was also called ‘The Age of Machinery’ because technological improvements
accelerated the process of industrialization, which had started in the previous century and continued
to change British life. Textile industries continued to flourish but iron and steel became the leading
industries. The cutting of new canals and the building of new roads and railways, which made transport
easier and cheaper, resulted in an efficient communication network to carry goods inland and to the
great shipping ports of Liverpool, Bristol and London.
These transformations also affected the population and resulted in the migration of people from the
countryside to the industrial areas in search of jobs. Urbanisation increased and many of the cities and
towns of the North and Midlands, the most industrialised areas, were actually created in this period
and within a few years the population of London and other industrial cities doubled.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Industrial expansion brought great wealth for the ruling classes and Britain became a champion of
free trade across her huge Empire and the leading industrial power in the world. The Great Exhibition
of 1851 at Crystal Palace in London illustrated the accomplishments of industrial Britain and its
pre-eminence among European nations, who considered it a world centre for industry, commerce
and banking. By the turn of the century, however, its industrial advantage was being challenged
successfully by other nations such as the US and Germany.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the first decades of the century, the effects of industrialisation were very negative for the poorer
classes. Liberalism led to the subordination of labourers’ needs to industrial and commercial interests
with appalling consequences. Men, women and children worked in factories, sometimes up to 14 or
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16 hours a day, while factory owners paid very low wages and closed down factories during periods
of economic slump. Women were employed in brickyards, in potteries and match factories where
lead and sulphur poisoning damaged their health. Young children were exploited in textile mills and
mines. Harsh working conditions in factories, high food prices and economic depression caused much
discontent among the labourers and they began to organise themselves into working-class movements.
Their discontent was voiced in 1838 by the Chartists, a group of radicals and workers who presented
to Parliament a document called the ‘People’s Charter’ advocating a radical reform of Parliament. It
was presented to Parliament in June 1839 but rejected. In 1848 the document was again presented and
rejected, but conditions improved after the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, which decreased the price
of bread. This event had both political and economic consequences. It broke up the Tory Party and
brought the Whigs to power. The adoption of new techniques in agriculture brought better production
and prosperity to farmers and partly relieved labourers’ hardships. Another positive result was that,
when revolutionary movements broke out throughout Europe in 1848, England was not affected.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the second half of the century, social conditions bettered under the influence of the philosopher
John Stuart Mill. He argued for the need for State Intervention to counterbalance individual initiative
and to put an end to the excesses derived from the laissez-faire policy. The period between the early
1850s and the early 1870s was one of relative stability, as skilled industrial workers began to benefit
considerably from the country’s increased wealth and from a series of Parliamentary Acts which gave
the country modern services and institutions and kept at bay any risk of social revolution. The Act of
1848 provided for a Central Board of Health which would see to the improvement of sanitary conditions
in thriving urban areas. The Education Act 1870 provided a system of State primary schools and
universities were opened to people of all creeds. The Reform Bill of 1867 gave the right to vote to factory
workers and in 1871 the Trade Union Act legalised workers’ unions. The two Reform Bills of 1884 and
1888 extended the vote to agricultural workers and miners and the elected House of Commons became
the true focus of legislative power, taking over from the House of Lords. In 1893, the Labour Party was
founded and, in 1900, it allied itself with the Fabian Society and the Social Democratic Federation with
the objective of promoting the separation of the Labour Party from the Liberal Party in Parliament.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the late 1870s, the country entered a period of political flux, social tension and economic depression
which lasted for the rest of the century because of increased competition from other industrial
countries, especially the United States and Germany which began to put up tariff barriers to keep out
foreign goods. Britain’s economy, which was so dependent on export, was deeply affected.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 19th century also witnessed a revolution in the class system. When Queen Victoria came to the
throne, the nation could be divided into three classes: the aristocracy (mainly large landowners who
held power in Parliament), the middle class (manufacturers, bankers, financiers and merchants),
whose increasing wealth and respectability were opening the way to power, and the working class
(factory workers and rural labourers). The gulf between the rich and the poor was so deep that a Tory
Prime Minister, Benjamin Disraeli, in 1845 wrote of ‘the two nations’.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The conditions of workers was appalling not only at work, but also at home. Urbanisation meant
intolerable overcrowding, houses had no lavatories, no sewers, no piped water. The majority of
workers lived in damp and airless cellars. Typhus and cholera were very common. Another terrible
social consequence of urbanisation and the economic situation was the spread of delinquency and
prostitution. The Victorian Age, however, was not a period of political revolution in spite of the rise of
revolutionary socialism in Europe, and despite the fact that Friedrich Engels was a Manchester factory
owner and Karl Marx settled in England in 1849, basing many of his theories on observations of the
British economy. Socialism in Britain never really broke out of the middle class circle of intellectuals
like Marx and Engels to influence the working classes, despite the growth of the Trade Union
Movement and the conflict between capital and labour. British socialism was evolutionary rather than
revolutionary like Marx’s and advocated gradual reforms, just as the Fabian Society did.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
If such were the living conditions of the labourers, those of the other two social classes of Victorian
society were quite different. Industrialisation and technological progress further advanced the position
Pagina fotocopiabile esclusivamente per uso didattico © 2020, Loescher Editore - Torino

21

of the middle classes. By the end of the century they held the power previously held by the aristocracy,
and class distinction became more based on wealth than on hereditary title. Their material progress,
their interest in making money and reaching a respectable position was also reflected in the houses
they lived in. There was a proliferation of decoration in buildings and an accumulation of pieces of
furniture and ornaments inside the Victorian house.

9 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the summary below.
The Victorian Age was also called ‘The Age of Machinery’ because of the 1...................................
improvements applied to industry. Iron and steel became the leading 2................................... and
transport was improved by the cutting of new 3................................... and the building of new roads and
4
................................... . Urbanisation increased particularly in the most 5................................... areas.
The economic policy of Free Trade favoured the 6................................... who became wealthier and
wealthier and Britain became a leader in industry, commerce and banking. In the first part of the
century, however, industrialisation also meant the exploitation of the 7................................... classes
who had to bear 8................................... working conditions in factories, high 9...................................
prices and unemployment following the fluctuations of the market. Their discontent was voiced by the
10
................................... . Conditions started to get better after the repeal of the
11
................................... in 1846. In the second half of the century, more State 12...................................
brought about a series of reforms in the health, 13................................... and electoral fields. Social
conditions bettered and government became more 14...................................: trade unions were
15
................................... in 1871, the two Reform Bills of 1884 and 1888 extended the vote to agricultural
workers and miners, the elected House of 16................................... took over much of the power of the
hereditary House of Lords, the Labour Party was founded in 1893. However, in the last part of the
17
..................................., social tensions and economic recession arose once more because of
18
................................... from other industrial countries. Many immigrants went to the United States in
search of work.

B

In the US

10 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Multiculturalism • US Growing Cities • Immigration • Social Classes •
Industry and Labour in the US
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Society in the US was completely different from the Old World because it was new, characterised
by social mobility in constant evolution and spread over a vast unequal territory, traditionally split
between North and South both at economic and cultural level. The steady increase of immigration
also contributed to its variety. In any case, in the course of the century distinct classes began to
emerge on the basis of wealth, either hereditary or derived from industrial incomes. Besides wealth,
specific cultural views also created divisions of class, the most divisive of which was the issue of
slavery.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the late 1800s immigration steadily increased. Immigrants from countries of Southern and Eastern
Europe such as Russia, Hungary and Italy went to the United States in search of work in larger
numbers than ever before. Jewish immigrants, many from Russia, fled anti-Semitic persecution. They
settled in cities but did not adjust to the American way of life easily.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The end of the century saw a dramatic growth in the population in cities because of the large number
of immigrants arriving from around the world. In the same period people from rural America also
migrated to the cities which grew rapidly, providing jobs for many people, but the pollution of water
and air often led to epidemics of typhoid and tuberculosis. The poor lived in crowded and unsafe
tenements. The crime rate was also high.
Pagina fotocopiabile esclusivamente per uso didattico © 2020, Loescher Editore - Torino

22

D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
While the centres tended to be overcrowded by immigrant groups which clung together, an increasing
number of well-off people started to settle in suburbs, so that commuter traffic also began to increase.
Notwithstanding these negative aspects, American cities promoted a multiethnic, multicultural society,
which was the target the new State aimed to achieve.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A great number of inventions – like Drake’s oil well and Edison’s electric light – led to a great
expansion of industry. Huge business ‘trusts’ emerged; these were firms that banded together to crush
or buy up rival firms and control prices. Some men made huge fortunes: for example, Andrew Carnegie
in steel and John D. Rockefeller in oil. But working conditions in the factories were bad and workers
were underpaid. They began to join labour unions and demand political reforms.

11 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

American society was classless.
Wealth was one of the main factors in the distinction of social classes.
Immigration decreased at the end of the century.
Jewish immigrants did not adjust to the American way of life easily.
Cities increased dramatically at the end of the century.
Wealthy people lived in city centres while the working classes lived in the suburbs.
Immigration favoured multiculturalism.
Trade unions developed following industrial expansion.
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CULTURAL CONTEXT
In the UK
12 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Science • Language • Mainstream Culture • Trends of Change • Books and Magazines • Education
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The dominant culture of the Victorian Age was that of the middle classes, the most powerful social
group of the period, who saw themselves as the creators of progress. Their complacent optimism was
based on a Calvinist belief in predestination. They considered themselves the elect chosen by God
to be saved, their success and prosperity being proof of the Divine Grace bestowed on them. On this
Calvinist assumption, they justified their privileged position both at home and in the Empire and their
idea of a superior English civilization. The family, ruled by the father, became the focus of Victorian
middle-class society and a paradigm of the values of the period: good manners, social and economic
improvement, a sense of duty and respectability in front of society.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A distinguishing cultural feature was the emergence of the educated standard accent of London and
South-East England, called ‘the Queen’s English’ or Received Pronunciation (RP), which became
a mark of class distinction of the professional middle class. Non-standard English was seriously
stigmatised as the mark of the under-educated. Throughout the 19th century, the English language
was enriched by a great number of new words connected to the new inventions of industrialisation or
new scientific discoveries. At the height of the Empire, RP was also widely recognized throughout the
colonies as the voice of authority.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The spread of literacy had a strong impact on the cultural development of the age and culminated in
the Education Act of 1870 which provided primary education all over the country. At the beginning of
the century, only middle-class boys went to public schools and to college to become gentlemen, future
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heads of industry, finance and business, or top-rank civil servants to be employed throughout the
Empire; in other words the future ruling class. Middle-class girls were closely guarded by their parents
till marriage, had to hand their property and money over to their husbands on marriage and their only
means of earning an independent living was through teaching or writing. They were only expected to
read novels and learn embroidery, singing and playing the piano as their role in life was to marry, have
children and become the devoted figure described in The Angel in the House by Coventry Patmore.
By the end of the century, their position had changed: there were schools and colleges for women, and
they acquired the right to enter various professions.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The spread of education increased literacy and consequently the demand for books. Circulating
libraries brought books within the reach of many more people and greatly increased the readership of
novels. Wealthy families had their own libraries and reading novels aloud in the home by one member
of the family to all the household, servants included, became a favourite form of entertainment for the
middle classes. Increased literacy also favoured the spread of newspapers, magazines and reviews.
They were a vehicle for entertainment and moral teaching as well as for political, social, literary and
philosophical debate. Fiction, in the form of short stories or serialised novels, was also published in
order to boost sales. Almost all the great novelists of the Victorian Age wrote serial literature and some
of them even founded their own magazines.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Mainstream culture developed steadily in the first part of the century when new trends started to
emerge. The Victorian Age can be divided into two contradictory periods: the first, up to the 1870s,
characterised by faith in progress and an optimistic outlook on life; the second, covering the last
decades of the century, characterised by the gradual dismantling of the Victorian world as intellectuals
questioned the very values on which it was based.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The century witnessed not only a deep transformation in industrialization, agriculture and
urbanization, but also fundamental changes in beliefs about nature and the place of man in the
universe. Religious beliefs were challenged by positivist thought according to which knowledge was
based on the information derived from the direct observation of natural phenomena and empirical
evidence based on the verification of data, interpreted through reason and logic. Positivist thought was
at the basis of the development of the scientific method. Sciences acquired a status of their own and
were no longer a branch of natural philosophy or natural history. It was scientific advance which shook
Victorian religious beliefs to the roots. In 1830 Charles Lyell published his Principles of Geology in
which he demonstrated that there were natural explanations for all geological phenomena and that the
age of the earth was much older than suggested by the Bible. The theory of Darwinism, born of Charles
Darwin’s The Origin of the Species, also discredited the Bible and many intellectuals were driven to
open scepticism.

13 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following statements.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9

The mainstream culture of the Victorian Age was that of the ................................... .
................................... justified their privileged position.
The ................................... was the centre of the values of society.
RP became a mark of  ................................... distinction.
Literacy deeply influenced the ................................... development of the age.
The ................................... Act of 1870 provided a system of primary education all over the country
and by the end of the century there were schools and colleges for women.
Increased literacy favoured the flourishing of ................................... and the publication of novels.
From a cultural point of view the first part of the Victorian Age was characterised by faith in  
................................... and an optimistic outlook on life; the second by  ................................... and
doubt.
................................... discredited the Bible and induced scepticism.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITERATURE
A

In the UK

General features
14 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
The Development of Fiction • The Role of Fiction • Aspects of Drama • Actor Managers
and the Victorian Theatre • Aspects of Poetry
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The reign of Queen Victoria is also called the ‘Age of fiction’, because fiction became the main form
of entertainment of the middle classes and the reading public of novels grew much bigger than any
theatre audience. Fiction writing became highly remunerative and more and more authors took to
novel writing, enlarging the scope of the genre and refining the techniques of the realistic tradition.
The quantity of fiction produced to meet the demand also had a negative counterpart as it increased
the gap which already existed between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ fiction. Bad fiction was based on the repetition
of melodramatic clichés derived mainly from the Gothic tradition and excessive use of suspense. The
increase in serialisation in magazines also demanded this use of suspense to keep the reader’s interest
and curiosity alive.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The development of fiction in the Victorian Age reflects the cultural changes of the period and can
roughly be divided into two main periods. The fictional output of the first part reflects the faith in
progress and optimistic outlook on life of the age. Novelists saw and denounced the evils of their time
but did not question the fundamental idea that the system was right or that progress was inevitable:
evils were a temporary setback. This sense of a shared world between novelists and their public in
the early Victorian Age accounts for the triumph of the realistic novel whose aim is to represent life
as it really is, that is, to create a fictional world which the reader accepts as real. Characters in early
Victorian novels conformed to the rules that were generally accepted and the narrative voice expressed
the dominant moral views of the time. In the second part of the Victorian Age, this sense of a shared
view of reality between novelists and readers began to break down. The fictional output of the last
three decades no longer voiced a shared world. Writers denounced evils as inherent in the system and
pointed out the price to be paid for progress. They often show a pessimistic or ironic attitude to life or
openly criticise Victorian values.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Victorian poets reacted in different ways to the industrial world and the new conditions of life it
generated. Some expressed hostility to it and retreated into the past or into a dream world. Others
attempted to describe the new conditions and either accepted or criticised them. Some poets retained
a traditional interest in the natural world, others turned more to man and society. There are poems
about religion, and others about the progress of science. In some poems the language is musical, ornate
and refined; in others, it is closer to colloquial speech. Despite its diversity, however, Victorian poetry
was essentially a continuation of the Romantic tradition established at the end of the 18th century.
Victorian poets considered poetry as an expression of a poet’s deepest personal feelings about life and
death. Poetry did not directly voice the themes of the age, with the exception of religious belief which
was dealt with more fully in Victorian poetry than in the Victorian novel. No traditional poetic form
dominated the period. The sonnet was taken up by several poets: some of them used it in a traditional
way, favouring the Petrarchan type, like Rossetti or Elizabeth Barrett while Hopkins experimented
with the form.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The literary quality of British drama continued to decline throughout most of the 19th century due to
the predominance and popularity of the novel. Although leading poets like Tennyson and Browning
wrote poetic dramas, they never created anything suitable for theatrical performance. Another factor
in the decline of the quality of plays was the lasting dominance of actor-managers, who ran their own
theatrical companies. The number of plays in their repertory was limited because their fame rested
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on well-known traditional parts. They were, therefore, very reluctant to accept new plays in order not
to run any risk of displeasing their audiences. They concentrated almost exclusively on Shakespeare’s
plays and on popular melodramas.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Actor-managers toured the provinces with their companies and this stimulated the building of new
theatres all over the country. The Victorian playhouse was the cradle of the modern theatre as we still
know it today. It was semi-circular and of modest size. The stage was situated behind a proscenium
arch and was separated from the audience by a curtain which was lifted during the performance; it was
lit by gas-light and later by electricity while the audience was left in darkness. The stage setting aimed
to give the optical illusion of reality through painted scenery and clever lighting effects.

15 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (T).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

In the Victorian Age, fiction became the main form of entertainment of the middle classes.
Fiction enjoyed the same popularity as drama.
Novel writing followed the realistic tradition.
Publication of fiction in magazines accounted for the success of the Gothic tradition.
The fictional output of the first part reflects the optimistic outlook on life of the age.
Novelists expressed the dominant moral views of the time in the first part of the century.
The shared view of the world continued in the last three decades.
The poetic output of the Victorian Age was very varied.
Victorian poetry was essentially a continuation of the Romantic tradition.
The sonnet dominated the period.
Drama production went into decline during the Victorian Age.
Attending theatres continued to be a popular form of entertainment.
Actor-managers made theatre an enjoyable and entertaining social activity.
The Victorian playhouse was the same as the Elizabethan one.
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Fiction
16 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Romantic Features in the Realistic Tradition • The ‘Condition of England’ Novels •
The Breakdown of Victorian Values • Mainstream Victorian Fiction • Anti-Victorian Trends •
Experimental Trends • Minor Genres • Multicultural themes
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The novelist who best represents the Victorian Age both in his life and in his work is Charles Dickens
(1812-70). In his novels he denounces abuses in education, in the law and in employment in highly
emotional stories such as Oliver Twist (1837-38), the story of an orphan who is exploited by a band of
thieves or David Copperfield (1849-50) which describes a child suffering at home, school and work.
In other novels, Dickens denounces the injustice of social institutions and the inequalities between
the rich and the poor. His later works, like Great Expectations (1860-61), in many ways his best
novel, focus more on psychological aspects. The reading public responded warmly to the way Dickens
treated his themes because they recognised in the novels what they themselves thought, felt and
even experienced. They were also attracted by the plots in which concessions were often made to the
predominant taste for sentimentality and sensationalism. His comic and linguistic gifts and his ability to
create memorable characters and caricatures are still greatly admired.
Another novelist of the period who is highly representative of Victorian fiction and society is William
Makepeace Thackeray (1811-63). While Dickens’s novels range over middle- and working-class life,
Thackeray concentrates on satirising the upper middle class. In Vanity Fair (1848), his masterpiece,
he recreates the upper class of early 19th-century society with true-to-life, memorable and round
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characters. Lust for money and social status, selfishness and corruption are the principal targets of
Thackeray’s irony. His ironic tone, derived from Fielding, influenced Anthony Trollope (1815-82) who
wrote over 40 novels. The best known are two series, the Barsetshire and Palliser novels, which were
the first in English to retain the same theme and the same characters over a sequence of novels in
order to give a wider and deeper vision of a social class or of a period.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The so-called ‘condition of England novels’ point out the social inequalities and defective institutions
of Victorian society and in particular the effects of the Industrial Revolution in Northern England. The
most notable novels include Charlotte Bronte’s Shirley (1849) which is set in the period of the Luddite
riots of the 1810s. Manchester in the ‘hungry forties’ is the focus of Dickens’s bitter satire in Hard
Times (1854) and is also the setting of E. Gaskell’s Mary Barton (1848) where she sympathetically
describes the difficult industrial relations in the city. In North and South (1854-55) she sets the world
and values of the self-made manufacturers against the conditions of both the urban and rural poor and
the snobbery of the country gentry.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Charlotte and Emily Brontë are quite different novelists. The themes of their novels reveal a Romantic
sensibility almost completely divorced from the society in which they lived. Heathcliff, the protagonist
of Wuthering Heights (1847) by Emily Brontë (1818-48), is a typical Byronic hero. The love that
unites him to Catherine is of a destructive nature. The novel was considered morbid and immoral when
it first appeared, as it seemed to imply that conventions should yield to the forces of passion. This was
obviously against the moral outlook of the age and explains why the novel did not have immediate
success. Her sister, Charlotte Brontë (1816-54), was more restrained in her portrayal of passion, but
her heroines do not behave according to Victorian conventions either. The protagonist of her bestknown novel, Jane Eyre (1847), has an independence of spirit which is not typical of the times and
somehow anticipates the spirit of woman’s emancipation.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
George Eliot (1819-80) was a female novelist who chose to write under a male pseudonym. Her novels
are rooted in the mainstream of fictional realism and show the influence of both Jane Austen and Mrs
Gaskell. Their scope, however, is wider because they attempt to paint a complete picture of provincial
society, including all social classes and the rural as well as the urban environment. Middlemarch
(1871-72) is her finest achievement of this kind. She also explores the psychological and moral
complexity of her characters who are always fully rounded figures. At the same time her novels show
the first divisions in the set of values shared by writer and reader. For example, many of her characters
are unconventional and rebellious. Another important element in George Eliot’s fiction, which was
typical of the later Victorian Age, is the criticism of the prevailing moral and religious code and the
hypocritical behaviour often associated with it. She also defied conventions in her personal life by living
with a married man. She was the first of many women writers of the period to analyse and explore
woman’s role in society in any depth, but she was not a feminist and never preached rebellion against
the order of things. The same critical spirit, and original angle on moral questions, is to be found in
the work of Thomas Hardy (1840-1928). His novels, however, are more limited in scope than George
Eliot’s. They are all set in an imaginary county called Wessex, which corresponds roughly to the heart
of Dorset, and are essentially regional novels of its rural life and traditions. The heroes and heroines
of his novels, for example Tess of the D’Urbervilles (1891) or Jude the Obscure (1895), are usually
tragic figures. Hardy portrays humans as isolated beings struggling for survival in a world ruled by fate
and chance and an indifferent deity. The use of nature for symbolic purposes and the emotional subject
matter of his novels place Hardy in the Romantic tradition, while his pessimistic outlook on life, and the
regret for the disappearance of the rural world as a disruptive side effect of industrialization, set him
apart from the optimistic faith in progress characteristic of the mainstream of early Victorian fiction.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The loudest voice of the anti-Victorian reaction was that of Samuel Butler (1835-1902). His satirical
novel The Way of All Flesh is an angry and bitter attack on Victorian middle-class life. It is a typical
‘novel of formation’ about the development of the hero from childhood into maturity. In the final
recognition of his identity, Ernest, the main character, sees himself as a damaged victim of a longlasting social and religious system based on hypocrisy and bigotry. Butler had a great influence on
all the young writers who rejected Victorian values and went on to write novels of formation in the
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first decades of the 20th century. Another writer who reacted against the hypocrisy of bourgeois
respectability in Victorian society and the dominance of the English culture was Robert Louis
Stevenson (1850-94). Following in Sir Walter Scott’s footsteps, he continued the revival of Scottish
Nationalism in his novels, Kidnapped and The Master of Ballantrae, where Scots is used in the
dialogue. His refusal of the optimistic faith of his age is reflected in his exploration of the double nature
of man in novels such as The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, based on a case of divided
personality which is a clear indictment on the moral hypocrisy of the age based on double standards of
behaviour. The same theme is conveyed by another famous novel on double personality, The Picture
of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde who personally suffered the effects of the moral bigotry of the period.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was outside the mainstream of Victorian fiction. Though he was a
champion of Victorian Imperialism, he was the first writer to show a multicultural perspective,
depicting Indian local cultures and the plight of the poor classes, also giving voice to anti-colonial
feelings and denouncing instances of corruption of the colonial Government, as, for example, in Kim
(1901), his only successful novel. Kipling was a master of the art of the short story. Plain Tales from
the Hills (1888) and The Jungle Books (1894-95) contain a range of brilliant stories. Different points
of view on the colonies were also voiced in the works of Joseph Conrad (1857-1924), such as Lord Jim
and Heart of Darkness as well as in the later works by Stevenson.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
An American by birth, Henry James (1843-1916) was probably the novelist who contributed most to
the formal development of the novel. His major contribution was to shift the fictional emphasis from
action to reflection and from subject matter to form. What interested him in narrative technique was
how to represent human consciousness by reducing the role of the omniscient narrator and shifting the
point of view to the perceptions and thoughts of the characters themselves. This was to prove a turning
point in the development of the novel and pave the way for later experiments.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
New types of stories also emerged from combinations of the ingredients of popular fiction and gave rise
to sub-genres such as the ghost story and the detective story. Ghost stories were particularly popular
in Victorian times and became part of the culture of the period. They developed from the Gothic tale
of terror but used more familiar settings and everyday situations, to make the terror more credible.
The detective story also developed from the Gothic tale of terror. However, it did not rely on fearful
sensations to create suspense but on a new and real source of terror in the period: crime thriving
in city slums where organised bands of criminals prospered. The initiator of the genre in Britain
was Wilkie Collins (1824-89) with The Moonstone (1868); he was also the initiator of the sensation
novel with The Woman in White (1860). The character of the detective was immortalised by Arthur
Conan Doyle (1859-1930) in his famous stories of Sherlock Holmes. Another significant trend which
developed in the Victorian Age was the nonsense literature of Lewis Carroll (1832-98) and Edward
Lear (1812-88).

17 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following statements.
1
2
3
4

The fictional output of the first part of the Victorian Age reflects the faith in ...................................
and optimistic outlook on life of the age.
The development of the ................................... novel was favoured by the shared view of the world
between novelists and readers.
In the ................................... part of the Victorian Age the sense of a shared view of reality between
novelists and readers began to break down.
In the second part of the era a ................................... or ironic attitude on life prevailed.
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18 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Read to the end. Say to which authors or movements the
following apply to.
1

2
3

4
5

6
7
8

9

10
11

12

13

14
15

16
17
18

Fictional works which deal with social inequalities and defective institutions of Victorian
society
and in particular the effects of the Industrial Revolution in Northern England.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
His novels denounce abuses in education, in the law and in employment.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
She criticized the prevailing moral and religious code of the time and the hypocritical behaviour
often associated with it.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
His novels reveal a Romantic sensibility and a pessimistic outlook on life and progress.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The reading public recognised in his novels what they themselves thought, felt and even
experienced.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
His novels are set in an imaginary county called Wessex and depict rural life and traditions.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
He created memorable characters and caricatures and his linguistic gifts are still greatly admired.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
In the choice of unconventional characters her novels show a break from the set of values shared
by writer and reader.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
His novels satirise negative aspects of the upper middle class: lust for money and social status,
selfishness and corruption.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
In his novels he attacks the bigotry and hypocrisy of Victorian middle-class life.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
He wrote sequences of novels with the same characters to give a wider and deeper vision of a social
class or of a period.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Though a supporter of the British empire he showed a multicultural perspective in his description
of Indian local cultures.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
He was very influential on all the young writers who rejected Victorian values and wrote novels of
formation in the first decades of the 20th century.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
They were the two most popular subgenres of the period.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Two Victorian novelists who reveal a Romantic sensibility almost completely divorced from the
society in which they lived.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
He was mostly interested in the formal development of the novel and psychological realism.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Her masterpiece anticipates the spirit of woman’s emancipation in the behavior of her heroine.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The heroes and heroines of his novels are usually tragic figures in a world ruled by fate and chance.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
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19 She wrote under a male pseudonym and in her novels she wrote about provincial society, including
all social classes both in the rural and the urban environment.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
20 He revived Scottish Nationalism in some of his novels but he also criticized the moral hypocrisy of
the age based on double standards of behaviour.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
21 Though not a feminist, in her novels she explored in depth woman’s role in society.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

Poetry
19 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Pre-Raphaelites • Robert Browning • Outside the Mainstream • Alfred, Lord Tennyson •
Later Poets • Women Poets
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The outstanding poet in the Romantic tradition was Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1811-33) who started
writing under the influence of Shelley and Keats in particular. The melancholy tone of his poetry
culminated in one of his masterpieces In Memoriam (1850), written as a tribute to his friend Arthur
Hallam after his death. The poem shows the complexity of Tennyson’s position in reference to the
Victorian Age, a mixture of faith in progress and doubt which conveys his concern about the spreading
phenomenon of agnosticism. He was appointed Poet Laureate and his following work Maud, and
Other Poems (1855), one of his most original works, voices his feelings over the contradictions of his
age. From 1859, he started the composition of his Arthurian cycle, The Idylls of the King in which the
Middle Ages are romanticised. He also developed the technique of the dramatic monologue which he
used as a further medium for self-expression as in Ulysses, where the yearning voice is more that of
the poet than of the legendary hero.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Robert Browning (1812-89) is best-known for his original development of the dramatic monologue
which is a real attempt to break away from the inward-looking tendency of Romanticism. The speaker
is a clearly delineated character firmly set apart from the poet as, for example, in My Last Duchess
(Dramatic Lyrics, 1842). The other original aspect of Browning’s poetry is his attempt to get closer
to the language and rhythm of speech, trying to capture the complexity, variety and disjointedness of
spoken syntax and speech. The result is sometimes obscure but when he is at his most successful, it
sounds like a human voice talking.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Another Romantic trend was that of the Pre-Raphaelites who romanticised the Middle Ages: Dante
Gabriel Rossetti (1828-82) and Algernon Swinburne (1837-1909) brought some Romantic tendencies
to an extreme, paving the way for the Aesthetic movement: their sensuous response to beauty and
their attention to the musical quality of verse helped poetry to shift towards ‘the condition of music’
and aimed at ‘Art for Art’s sake’. This late 19th-century movement was actually a reaction against the
materialism and commercialism of the Victorian industrial era.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The most original voice of the group, however, was that of Christina Rossetti (1830-94). Her poems
convey the conflict she felt between her attraction for the sensuous world and her religiosity as
well as a strong feeling for the transience of material things. Elizabeth Barrett Browning (180661) shows a similar passionate nature in her Sonnets from the Portuguese (1850) a series of love
poems for her husband Robert Browning and a strong social involvement in her interest in Italian
Nationalism. Another notable woman poet much praised nowadays is Emily Brontë, whose poems were
overshadowed by the fame of her novel.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Though chronologically belonging to the period, Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-89) is considered
outside the mainstream, not only for his originality but also because his poems were actually published
in 1918. He was experimental and in his sonnets he departed from the traditional form, reducing the
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number of lines and looking for rhythms which were closer to colloquial speech and common language.
He privileged Anglo-Saxon words and the use of alliteration over rhyme. Religious belief is his central
theme. His attitude is not that of the doubting Victorian Protestant, but rather that of the passionately
believing Jesuit priest who constantly needs to reaffirm his Catholic faith. He was also painfully aware
of the negative effects of industrialization, which are vividly presented in God’s Grandeur (1877).
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Different poetic voices are those of Rudyard Kipling and Oscar Wilde.
Kipling used a vivid musical language and popular forms of speech in the tradition of the dramatic
monologue in a variety of type of poems, including stirring poems for public occasions. Wilde’s poems
are more impressionistic with the exception of the passionate The Ballad of Reading Gaol (1898),
which he wrote in prison. Thomas Hardy abandoned fiction for poetry at the end of the century and
another major poet, W. B. Yeats, emerged in the same period but their reputations were not fully
established until the 20th century.

20 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
Alfred, Lord Tennyson started writing poetry in the Romantic tradition.
2 In Memoriam conveys Tennyson’s deep religious faith.
3 Tennyson did not employ the dramatic monologue.
4 Browning developed the dramatic monologue in an original way.
5 Browning experimented with language.
6 The Pre-Raphaelites broke away from Romantic influences.
7 The Pre-Raphaelites aimed at the musicality of the verse.
8 Christina Rossetti’s poems deal only with religious themes.
9 Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote love sonnets.
10 Gerard Manley Hopkins was an experimenter.
11 Industrialisation was Hopkins’s central theme.
1

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

Drama
21 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
New trends in drama • Oscar Wilde • G. B. Shaw • Ibsen’s Influence
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The new theatre of scenic illusion which developed in the Victorian Age encouraged a naturalistic
treatment of stories and partly accounted for the new kind of plays which were written at the end
of the century. They were plays representing normal people living in normal houses and speaking
a language which sounded like that spoken in real life. The settings of normal lives were accurately
reproduced on the stage, such as a drawing room, a kitchen, a bedroom, a garden, and so on, while
the audience, sitting in darkness, could observe and eavesdrop on the life of the characters. This new
theatre also accounted for the great attention that playwrights paid to stage directions, which became
very precise and frequent in plays from then on.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The realistic plays of the Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen were translated into English and
performed in the 1880s. They were ideal for the Victorian stage. They told stories set in the respectable
world of the middle class in which individuals struggled to shake off the suffocating chains of social ties
and conventions in order to find their personal freedom and identity.
Although these plays were set in the Norwegian provinces, the society they portrayed looked very like
that of Victorian England. For the first time in the history of the theatre, tragedy was not the tragedy
of mythological, historical or aristocratic figures but of ordinary middle-class people who did not speak
in verse but used the language of real life. In these characters the members of a Victorian audience
could easily recognise their own hidden frustrations and aspirations. Ibsen’s works were eventually
acknowledged as a major dramatic development.
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C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The playwright George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950), was one of Ibsen’s greatest admirers in England.
As a young man he moved from his native Ireland to London, where he tried to earn a living by his pen.
A music critic, a journalist, an unsuccessful novelist, a freethinker and a social reformer, he eventually
found a career in writing for the theatre, in which he soon became a leading figure. He believed that
Ibsen had shown that the theatre could be used to reform what was wrong in society and attempted to
emulate Ibsen’s achievement in his own works. The plays he wrote in the 1890s and published in Plays
Pleasant and Unpleasant (1898) created a great sensation because they attacked Victorian values
and exposed unpleasant aspects of Victorian society nobody had ever dared to talk about before. He
dealt with themes such as the exploitation of the lower classes and of prostitution. Not only did Shaw
try to reform British drama through his own plays, he also wrote articles and gave lectures on the
subject, attacking censorship of plays, the artificiality of the London theatre and the reactionary role of
theatre managers and critics. He continued to be a leading figure in 20th-century drama up to his death
in 1950.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Oscar Wilde (1856-1900), like Shaw, was of Irish birth and moved to London as a young man. However,
in other respects he was very different from Shaw. His life and works were inspired by the Aesthetic
doctrine of ‘Art for Art’s sake’, which claimed that art served only beauty and was not to be tied
to moral or political purposes. Society took a terrible revenge on his anti-conformist spirit. He was
imprisoned for homosexuality and died alone and in poverty in Paris.
Wilde’s reputation as a dramatist is based mainly on his brilliant comedies, which were written before
his homosexuality became public knowledge. These plays are satires on social customs in Victorian
upper-class life. The most popular, The Importance of Being Earnest (1893), is a masterpiece which
belongs to the tradition of the Comedy of Manners of the 17th and the 18th centuries. Its success was
due to the brilliant wittiness of its dialogue and the humorous caricature of social types.

22 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
The shape of the theatre influenced the kind of plays which were written at the end of the century.
F
T
Scenes of everyday lives were accurately reproduced on the stage.
F
T
3 The use of stage directions by playwrights decreased.
4 A dramatist who deeply influenced late Victorian drama was
F
T
the Norwegian Henrik Ibsen.
F
T
5 Ibsen’s plays told stories set in the working-class world.
F
T
6 Ibsen introduced life-like characters who used the language of real life.
F
T
7 George Bernard Shaw was influenced by Ibsen.
8 Shaw’s plays attacked Victorian values and exposed unpleasant aspects of
F
T
Victorian society.
F
T
9 Shaw’s fame declined rapidly.
10 Wilde wrote brilliant comedies which satirised social customs in Victorian
F
T
upper-class life.
F
T
11 Wilde completely broke with tradition.
1
2
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Fiction
23 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Local Colorists • Realism in Literature • Romantic Features • The American Renaissance •
The Origin of American Fiction • Women Writers • Literary Responses to Slavery •
Native American Culture
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
American fiction only really emerged in the 19th century, about one hundred years later than in England.
The first American writers of fiction searched for a national identity not based on an imitation of English
models. The most notable writers of this period were Washington Irving and James Fenimore Cooper.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Poet, essayist, and critic Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) dealt with completely different themes. He was
influenced by the English Romantic poets, Coleridge in particular, and made a major contribution
to the history of Gothic fiction with his tales of terror. He also invented the detective story. Though
he was a master of the short story and an outstanding poet, he was more appreciated and influential
abroad than at home.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the years 1850-55, there appeared in rapid succession a number of outstanding books which
gave voice to the aspirations and experiences of the emerging new nation; this is why critics call this
period the ‘American Renaissance’. Two famous novels were published: The Scarlet Letter (1850) by
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Moby Dick (1851) by Herman Melville. Both are masterpieces of American
literature. In the former, an episode of early colonial life takes on symbolic meanings to comment on
life in general; the latter is also symbolic but was not understood at the time because it deals with
psychological themes such as the dark aspects of humanity from a multicultural perspective and it did
not voice the optimism of the period. They were followed by Henry David Thoreau’s Walden (1854),
an account of the author’s life in the woods.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
By the middle of the century indignation over the injustice of slavery flared up in literature as well as in
politics. At a time when Civil War seemed inevitable between Northern abolitionists and Southern antiabolitionists, Harriet Beecher Stowe exposed the evils of slavery in Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852).
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The atrocities of the Civil War opened the way for the rise of realism. Writers began to experiment
with topics of everyday life and adopted the language of common people. Fiction became the favourite
genre with the reading public. Three novelists dominated the last decades of the century and were
still active at the beginning of the twentieth: the humourist Mark Twain (1835-1910) whose most
successful novels Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn voice contempt for injustice and hypocrisy and
favour individual rebellion against social conventions and restrictions; William Dean Howells (18371916) who depicted the compromises of the ‘American Dream’ in his rags-to-riches novel The Rise of
Silas Lapham (1885); and Henry James (1843-1916), a master of psychological realism, who became
a British citizen in his late years and therefore belongs to both American and English literature. His
fiction is distinguished by its detailed study of his characters’ psychology and by the recurring theme
of the impact of European culture and society on American expatriates. A very talented writer was
Stephen Crane (1871-1900), who achieved great fame with The Red Badge of Courage (1895), a
realistic picture of the horrors of war, but who died young of tuberculosis.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Many new writers emerged who were called ‘local colorists’ because they presented atypical characters
and regions which were not well known to ordinary readers. For example, Bret Harte (1836-1902)
presented frontier types in the mine fields of California and Joel Chandler Harris (1848-1908) told
stories of plantation life in Georgia.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Women writers also began to establish their reputation. Sentimentality and optimism inspired popular
novels such as Little Women (1868) by Louisa May Alcott (1832-88) and Little Lord Fauntleroy
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(1886) by Frances Hodgson Burnett (1849-1924). An entirely different writer was Kate Chopin (18511904) who started as a colorist, but in her novel The Awakening (1899) turned to an analysis of the
condition of women and is generally considered the first feminist writer in America.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
By the end of the 19th century, a written literature based on Native Americans’ tribal oral tradition
began to emerge. Some Native Americans wrote down the legends and folktales of their tribes, as well
as their personal narratives, to preserve their history and culture, which were in danger of being wiped
out completely in the appalling conditions of reservation life.

24 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
American fiction emerged in the 19th century with novels about American national
1
..................................., while Edgar Allan Poe was influenced by the English 2...................................
poets and wrote Gothic tales of 3................................... . He was also the inventor of the
4
................................... . The years 1850-55 saw the flourishing of American literature with the
publication of outstanding works such as The Scarlet Letter by Hawthorne, Moby Dick by
5
................................... and Walden by Thoreau. The period was called the American
6
................................... . A white writer, Harriet Beecher Stowe, exposed the evils of 7.......................
............ in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. In the last decades of the century 8................................... developed
through the works of three main novelists: the humorist Mark Twain, William Dean Howells and Henry
James, who developed 9................................... . Stephen Crane’s novel The Red Badge of Courage
is a realistic picture of the horrors of 10................................... . Many new writers such as Bret Harte
and Joel Chandler Harris were called ‘local 11...................................’ because they depicted characters
and regions unknown to ordinary 12.................................... Women writers like Louisa May Alcott and
Frances Hodgson Burnett mostly wrote 13................................... popular novels while Kate Chopin is
generally considered the first 14................................... writer in America. At the end of the century some
Native Americans wrote down the legends and folktales of their tribes to preserve their history and
15
................................... .

Poetry
25 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Romanticism • Leading Poets • Transcendentalism • The Realistic Period
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Poetry combined the influences of European Romanticism with indigenous forces and features. The central
importance Romanticism placed upon the individual suited the spirit of a nation which was expanding
physically, economically and politically. The emphasis on nature and the wilderness was in tune with writers
who lived in a country of vast, wild and often unknown lands. The interest in a heroic past appealed to rising
nationalism. American Romantic poets also shared other ‘European’ Romantic ideas such as the importance
of feelings and imagination and the exploration and expression of the writer’s inner self.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The period has also been called the ‘age of Transcendentalism’ – a philosophical and literary movement
which grew in the 1830s. Transcendentalists claimed that the basic truths of the universe lie beyond
the knowledge we obtain from our senses and can be reached only through intuition. They believed
in the goodness of the natural world in which God’s law is embodied. Transcendentalism is mostly
associated with the poet and essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82) whose work had a great impact
on American poetry. The subject matter and themes of his works derive mainly from his view of nature
as organic and capable of reflecting man’s spiritual existence and from his optimism and hope. His most
famous poems appeared in Poems (1847) and in May-Day and Other Pieces (1867). His poetry is
notable for its experimentation with sound and structure.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
William Cullen Bryant (1798-78) was the first major American poet. Another great lyric poet was
Edgar Allan Poe. His themes include confrontations with mysterious presences, extreme states of
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being, memories of the dead and a celebration of melancholy. The Raven (1845) and Annabel Lee
(1849) have Gothic elements. They also illustrate Poe’s great mastery in handling sound devices. Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82) is known as the foremost of the ‘Fireside Poets’ who wrote for a
family audience, on familiar subjects, like nature, home, patriotism, and in a clear, simple language.
Among the works that won Longfellow great recognition are the volume Ballads (1841) and the long
narrative poem The Song of Hiawatha (1855) which is based on Indian myths. His influence was
enormous: he made American folk themes popular abroad and brought European culture to the US.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Realistic Period was a high-water mark for fiction. The poets of the period are more representative
of the transition from Romanticism to Realism. Walt Whitman (1819-92) introduced radical innovations
into American poetry. The subject matter of his poems derives from the everyday life of American
people, while their form moves away from traditional metres towards free verse in an attempt to
reproduce the natural rhythms of speech, as is well illustrated in his major work, Leaves of Grass
(1855). The work of Emily Dickinson (1830-86) also spans both Romanticism and Realism: the way she
treated subject matter and form is very original and not easy to categorise. Other poets of the epoch
include Stephen Crane and Sidney Lanier. Crane’s poems anticipate the poetry of the 20th century in
their preference for compression and free verse. Lanier, who is one the first important poets from the
South, remained close to the features of Romanticism

26 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
European Romanticism influenced American poetry particularly in the emphasis on 1.................. and
the interest in a heroic past. 2.................. was a typically American form of Romanticism. It is mostly
associated with the poet and essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson whose work greatly 3.................. American
poetry. In his poems he experimented with 4.................. and structure. William Cullen Bryant was
the first major American poet. Edgar Allan Poe’s themes deal with the unconscious and death and
have 5.................. elements . Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote for a family 6.................., on familiar
subjects and in a clear, simple language. He was also highly influential 7................... Walt Whitman
8
.................. American poetry both in subject matter and 9................... His poems deal with the everyday
10
.................. of American people and are written in 11.................. verse in an attempt to reproduce the
natural 12.................. of speech. Emily Dickinson is another very original voice between Romanticism
and 13................... .

Drama
27 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and circle key words.
There was plenty of theatrical activity in America during the 19th century. Many plays were written
and produced on stage but purely for entertainment: Romantic comedies, tragedies and melodrama
with clear-cut characters representing vices and virtues and depicting the fight between good and evil.
None of these plays had any literary pretensions.
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Keys to Activities
1 A General Features; B Europe in the First Part of

14 A The Role of Fiction; B The Development of
Fiction; C Aspects of Poetry; D Aspects of Drama;
E Actor Managers and the Victorian Theatre.

2 1 industrialisation; 2 influence of the French

15 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 T; 6 T; 7 F; 8 T; 9 T; 10 F;
11 T; 12 T; 13 T; 14 F.

the 19th Century; C Europe in the Second Part of the
19th Century.
Revolution; 3 Britain; 4 Germany; 5 imperialistic
expansion; 6 social reforms; 7 forms of government;
8 restoration; 9 repression; 10 balance between the
States; 11 nationalism; 12 Ancien Régime; 13 Italy
and Germany; 14 Question; 15 Crimean War;
16 Franco-Prussian; 17 expansion; 18 tensions.

3 A British Policy after the Congress of Vienna;

B Victoria and her Government; C Factors of
Disruption; D Conflicts; E Victoria’s Death; F Empire;
G The Imperial Myth; H Imperialism in the British
Isles; I Decolonization; J Cultural Influences of the
British Empire.

4 1 F; 2 T; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T.
5 1 Queen Elizabeth I’s reign; 2 Industrial

Revolution; 3 India and Africa; 4 middle, economic;
5 Ireland; 6 British Crown; 7 in the second half of the
century; 8 South Africa; 9 at the turn of the century;
10 the white colonies of Canada and Australia.

6 A National Expansion; B The Civil War;

16 A Mainstream Victorian Fiction; B The ‘Condition
of England’ Novels; C Romantic Features in the
Realistic Tradition; D The Breakdown of Victorian
Values; E Anti-Victorian Trends; F Multicultural
Themes; G Experimental Trends; H Minor Genres.
17 1 progress; 2 realistic; 3 second; 4 pessimistic.
18 1 Condition of England novels; 2 Dickens;
3 George Eliot; 4 Hardy; 5 Dickens; 6 Hardy;
7 Dickens; 8 George Eliot; 9 Thackeray; 10 Samuel
Butler; 11 Trollope; 12 Kipling; 13 Samuel Butler;
14 The ghost story and the detective story; 15 Emily
Brontë and Charlotte Brontë; 16 Henry James;
17 Charlotte Brontë; 18 Hardy; 19 George Eliot;
20 Stevenson; 21 George Eliot.
19 A Alfred Tennyson; B Robert Browning; C The
Pre-Raphaelites; D Women Poets; E Outside the
Mainstream; F Later Poets.

C Reconstruction; D Indian Wars and Further
Expansion.

20 1 T; 2 F; 3 F; 4 T; 5 T; 6 F; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 T;
11 F.

7 1 T; 2 T; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 F; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 F.

21 A New Trends in Drama; B Ibsen’s Influence;
C G. B. Shaw; D Oscar Wilde.

8 A Philosophical Background; B Technology and

Industrialisation; C Urbanisation; D Economic Boom;
E Social Unrest; F Foreign Competition; G Social
Classes; H The Working Class; I The Middle Class.

9 1 technological; 2 industries; 3 canals; 4 railways;

5 industrialised; 6 middle classes; 7 working; 8 harsh;
9 food; 10 Chartists; 11 Corn Laws; 12 intervention;
13 education; 14 democratic; 15 legalized;
16 Commons; 17 century; 18 competition.

22 1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 T; 8 T; 9 F; 10 T;
11 F.
23 A The Origin of American Fiction; B Romantic
Features; C The American Renaissance; D Literary
Responses to Slavery; E Realism in Literature;
F Local Colorists; G Women Writers; H Native
American Culture.

10 A Social Classes; B Immigration; C US Growing

24 1 identity; 2 Romantic; 3 terror; 4 detective
story; 5 Melville; 6 Renaissance; 7 slavery; 8 realism;
9 psychological realism; 10 war; 11 colorists;
12 readers; 13 sentimental; 14 feminist; 15 culture.

11 1 F; 2 T; 3 F; 4 T; 5 T; 6 F; 7 T; 8 T.

25 A Romanticism; B Transcendentalism; C Leading
Poets; D The Realistic Period.

Cities; D Multiculturalism; E Industry and Labour in
the US.

12 A Mainstream Culture; B Language; C Education;
D Books and Magazines; E Trends of Change;
F Science.
13 1 middle classes; 2 Calvinism; 3 family; 4 class;
5 cultural; 6 Education; 7 newspapers, magazines and
reviews; 8 progress, pessimism; 9 The Origin of the
Species.

26 1 nature; 2 Transcendentalism; 3 influenced;
4 sound; 5 Gothic; 6 audience; 7 abroad;
8 revolutionized; 9 themes; 10 life; 11 free;
12 rhythm; 13 Realism.
27 1 plenty of theatrical activity; 2 purely for
entertainment; 3 None; 4 literary pretensions.
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Revise: 1901-1945 Historical, Social, Cultural
and Literary Context
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
A

The European Scene

1 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Europe at the Turn of the Century • World War II and the Peace Treaties •
The Spread of Ideologies and Rise of Totalitarianism • The Peace Treaties • World War I
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
At the beginning of the 20th century, all European States were on the whole still ruled by the aristocracy
and the upper middle classes, though with different levels of democracy. The faith in continuing
progress, the sanctity of property and the conviction of being the centre of the ‘civilised world’ were still
the dominant beliefs. Various social and political changes, however, were already undermining the old
values which would be shattered completely by World War I. Universal male suffrage was achieved in
most countries before 1914, women’s rights to education, employment and control over property were
debated all over Europe, the spread of socialist ideals brought about an increase in the organisation of
the working classes into trades unions. Another factor of change was the development of science which
radically changed communication and standards of living: radio messages could cross the Atlantic,
motor cars and electric trams became a common feature in towns and cheap electrical power raised the
standards of living. Colonial expansion continued and was a cause of contrast among European powers,
but the sense of European innate superiority was threatened by the ‘Yellow Peril’ of the growing powers
of Japan and China. These tensions caused European powers to join in various alliances to maintain a
balance of power and counteract Germany’s expansionism. Britain, France and Russia were joined in a
Triple Entente, while Germany joined with Austria and Italy in a Triple Alliance.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The growing power of Germany both on an economic and military level, colonial rivalry and the Eastern
question, turned the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand at Sarajevo on 18 June 1914 by a
Serbian nationalist into the spark for a militaristic mobilisation, which resulted in an appalling five-year
long war. Germany at first seemed to have the upper hand on the Western front, which became sadly
renowned for the hell of trench warfare in 1914, 1915 and 1916. Another front of some of the most
bloody and decisive battles was established in 1915 in Italy when this country left the Triple Alliance
and entered the war on the side of the Allies. Germans and Austrians were also successful on the
Eastern front taking advantage of the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, which led to Russia’s withdrawal
from the war. The US entry in 1917 was decisive for the end of the conflict in 1918, with the defeat of
Germany and the collapse of the Hapsburg and Ottoman empires.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Though President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points on how peace should be negotiated emphasised
the right to self-determination and the need for a league, later the League of Nations, to preserve peace,
the peace settlement of Versailles of 1919 created grievances for its too severe treatment of Germany
and the profound political and economic imbalance it created. The Versailles settlement held for almost
ten years, but the world economic crisis of 1929-33 with its ensuing mass unemployment led to political
unrest and hostility between the states which the League of Nations was unable to keep at bay.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The yearning for social justice, peace, stability and order brought about the spread of two contrasting
ideologies in Europe – socialism and fascism – to which large masses of the population enthusiastically
adhered, believing in their power to bring them out of the global economic crisis. Both of them,
however, resulted in totalitarian states which crushed hopes of social and economic improvement of
the masses.
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The ideals of international socialism and social equality were at the basis of the Russian Revolution of
1917. When Lenin, however, started his New Economic Policy, he had to grant concessions to private
enterprises. His opponent, Trotsky, was exiled and became the reference point for international
revolutionary socialism. The rift between ‘real’ and ‘ideal’ socialism deepened with Stalin’s five-year
economic plan which brought about indubitable economic progress in Russia but implied political
centralisation, the reconstitution of autocracy and also involved heavy inhumanity, slaughter and
deportation .
Though ‘socialist’ in origin, fascism was militantly nationalistic and rejected pacifism and
internationalism. It first came to power in Italy in a situation of acute economic difficulties, fear of
revolution and disappointment at the territorial results of the Peace Settlement. Mussolini became
Prime Minister and Duce (= leader) following the March on Rome in October, 1922. He suppressed
political opposition and instituted a dictatorship. Italian fascism was very influential on German
policy. The presidential democracy of the Weimar Republic was opposed both by the left and the right
because it was associated with the acceptance of the Versailles treaty. The Ruhr invasion in 1923
and the crisis of 1929 created a fertile ground for its collapse and the appeal of Hitler’s Nazism which
brought him to power in 1933. Nazism was a mixture of violent nationalism, racialism, anti-communism
and anti-Semitism. Hitler pulled out of the League of Nations, emphasising nationalistic feeling to
reverse the humiliation of the Peace Treaties.
The aggressiveness of the fascist States and in particular the expansionism of Nazi Germany, were at
first undervalued by Britain and France, whose policy was also very ambiguous during the Civil War
in Spain of 1936-39. The young Spanish Republic founded on socialist ideals in 1931 was crushed in a
bloody Civil War which resulted in the setting up of another fascist totalitarian State led by Francisco
Franco, supported by Germany and Italy.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The grievances left unsolved by the Treaty of Versailles of 1919 account for Hitler’s policy of
aggression and expansionism to acquire Lebensraum (= living space) for German people. It led to the
reoccupation of the Rhineland in 1936 and the occupation of Austria and its annexation (Anschluss)
in 1938 up to Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939 which provoked the declaration of war from the
British and French. At first the war went in Germany’s favour, they entered Paris in 1940. In the same
year Germany’s ally, Italy, joined the war. After the entry of the US in 1941, following the Japanese
attack on the American fleet at Pearl Harbour, the conflict widened and in 1942 the allied countries
of Germany, Italy and Japan seemed on the point of winning the war. In 1943, however, the Russian
counteroffensive on the Eastern front, the US counteroffensive in the Pacific and the landing in Sicily
of British and American soldiers, which caused the collapse of the Italian Fascist State, changed the
course of the war. The landing in Normandy of the Allies in 1944 brought about the liberation of Paris
and the war eventually ended in 1945 after the dropping on the Pacific front of atomic bombs on the
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the orders of US President Truman. Germany came out
of the war completely crushed and also had to bear the responsibility and shame for the horrors of the
holocaust, the Nazi slaughter of the European Jews in concentrations camps. Europe, too, came out of
the war morally and economically destroyed and at the mercy of the only two really victorious powers:
the United States and the USSR, who in the Peace Treaties determined clear spheres of influence over
Europe with the division of Germany. This marked the beginning of the Cold War, a period of tension
between the United States and the Soviet Union which would affect European policies for more than a
decade.
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2 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

B

Complete the following statements.

Before the war, universal ................................... suffrage was achieved in most countries.
The development of ................................... was a great factor of change.
European powers competed for ................................... expansion.
European supremacy was contrasted by the growing powers of ................................... and China.
The Triple Entente was an agreement between Britain, ................................... and Russia.
The assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand in 1914 marked the beginning of
.................................... .
Italy entered the war in 1915 on the side of the ................................... .
................................... was the year of the Bolshevik Revolution and the US entry into WWI.
The war ended in 1918 with the defeat of Germany and the collapse of the Hapsburg and
................................... empires.
The most penalised country at the peace settlement of Versailles was ................................... .
The world economic crisis of ................................... favoured the rise of totalitarian States.
Russian Government under Lenin and Stalin was characterised by growing political
................................... .
Mussolini took power in Italy in ................................... .
Hitler came to power in Germany in ................................... .
Francisco Franco took power in ................................... at the end of the Civil War in 1939.
Hitler’s ................................... policy provoked World War II which started in ................................... .
The US entered WWII in ................................... .
At the end of the war, ................................... fell under the influence of the United States and the
Soviet Union.

The British Scene

3 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Ireland • The Turn of the Century and World War I • The 30s and World War II • Colonial Problems
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The turn of the century marked the end of the so-called ‘splendid isolation’ of Britain, which became
more and more involved in European policies and set up alliances with
European States to control Germany’s competition at an economic and political level. The early part of
the century was one of relative calm under the reign of Victoria’s son, Edward VII (1901-10). A period
of social reforms started in the field of education and welfare.
When George V (1910-36) ascended to the throne, all the sources of turmoil which had been latent in
the Edwardian period came to the surface. The reforms carried out in the preceding years led to an
increase in taxation and conflict in Parliament, ending with a Parliament Act which deprived the House
of Lords of the power of veto over financial matters. Trade unionism started to develop and this was
a further occasion for unrest. The years 1910-12 saw particularly violent clashes between capital and
labour. The police and the army were used against strikers, several of whom were killed. World War I
brought to an abrupt and horrifying end the illusion that problems could be solved peacefully. No war
before or since has had such a shattering physical and psychological impact on the British population.
Almost a million young men died, many of them from distant parts of the Empire.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Home Rule for Ireland, which was meant to grant Ireland independence under the Crown and within
the Empire, had been a problem since the 1880s. When the Liberal Party in power attempted to enact
legislation again in 1912, the Ulster Protestants, descendants of 17th-century English and Scottish
settlers, who wanted union with Great Britain, threatened Civil War. In 1916 southern Catholics, who
wanted an independent Republic of Ireland wholly separate from Britain, rose in open rebellion. The
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rebellion was crushed and the leaders executed, but the problem was not solved as the IRA (Irish
Republican Army) resorted to terrorist tactics. Soon after the end of World War I Britain had to face
another war with the Irish Republican Army, which was ended by a treaty that created the Irish Free
State in 1921 but kept six counties of Ulster under British rule. This was followed by a bitter Civil
War in the South between those who accepted the treaty and those who were against it. A measure
of stability was achieved later, though the Irish Free State, or Eire as it was named in 1937, refused to
fight in World War II, alienating many British sympathisers with the republican cause.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Britain had to face problems within the Empire, as well. The colonies claimed their independence
and in 1926 the Dominion Imperial Conference in London declared them autonomous but united by
a common allegiance to the Crown and freely associated to the British Commonwealth of Nations. In
1920 in India, Mahatma Gandhi had started a policy of non-violent protest against the British, which led
to an increase in Indian participation in government, with the Government of India Act of 1935.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The economic difficulties of the 1920s and 1930s which created a fertile climate for the rise of
totalitarianism in Europe did not affect the British political scene. The general attitude was that
democracy must be defended at all costs and some intellectuals expressed political commitment in
their works. That attitude was the main reason why the popular response to the outbreak of World
War II in 1939 was overwhelming. It was called the ‘people’s war’ because of the tremendous sense
of national unity and purpose which was apparent, particularly in 1940-41 when Britain stood alone
against Hitler’s Germany. Unlike World War I, World War II was fought on a matter of principle, for
the ideal of defending democracy against totalitarianism. It also explains why there was resistance
to having Stalin as an ally against Hitler. However, Churchill managed to overcome all difficulties and
gather strong popular support after a famous speech which promised the British ‘blood, sweat and
tears’ in exchange for the victory of democracy. He did eventually lead the country to victory.

4 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
At the turn of the century Britain continued her policy of ‘splendid isolation’.
2 The House of Lords lost some of its power.
3 The increase in power of trade unionism brought about clashes
between capital and labour.
4 World War I had a shattering physical and psychological impact
on the British population.
5 The Liberal Party was against Home Rule in Ireland.
6 In 1916, Irish Protestants rebelled against British Rule.
7 The Irish Free State included Ulster.
8 The British Commonwealth of Nations was ratified in 1926.
9 In the 1920s and 1930s, most European States became totalitarian.
10 Britain became the paladin of democracy in World War II.
1
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C

The American Scene

5 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
The New Deal and World War II • World War I • Post-War Political and Economic Situation •
The Turn of the Century
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The beginning of the 20th century was characterised by the intervention policy of the Republican
President Theodore Roosevelt (1901-9) whose Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine justified further
intervention in Latin American affairs in the 1900s. It stated that the United States had the right to act
as an international policing power if anything went wrong in the Americas. This policy continued under
the Democratic President Woodrow Wilson (1912-21). In home affairs Wilson developed a program
called ‘New Freedom’ aimed at business regulation based on antitrust laws.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1917, the United States ended its neutrality and joined World War I in Europe because the American
economy was threatened by the British blockade of the sea and the unrestricted submarine warfare of
the Germans. Another important reason was fear of the Communist Revolution in Russia spreading to
other countries. Wilson also played a major role in the Treaty of Versailles (1919) at the end of the war.
The Senate, however, did not accept all his policies; in particular, they voted against joining the League
of Nations in order to retain the US’s freedom to act alone and to intervene in foreign countries, if
necessary.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the war, the United States returned to its traditional foreign policy of isolationism. At home it had
to face a period of economic recession, followed by a business boom which reached its highest peak in
the 1920s. This was based on new technology and mass production, of which the automobile industry
of Henry Ford became the symbol. The economic prosperity of the 1920s only affected a comparatively
small number of people and the Great Stock Market Crash of 1929 marked the beginning of a bleak
period for the majority of American people, known as the ‘Great Depression’. The period also saw a
revival of a new Ku Klux Klan which was not only anti-black, but also anti-Catholic, anti-Semitic and
anti-foreign in general. The Immigration Act of 1924 limited the total number of immigrants, setting
quotas for each country and excluding all immigration from Asia.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The economic programme of the charismatic figure of Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1933-44), called
the ‘New Deal’, led the US out of the Great Depression and marked a turning point in the American
economy. The New Deal covered three main areas: relief for the poor, recovery for the economy and
reform to avoid future slumps. Roosevelt’s policy was also aimed at Native Americans. Though they
had been granted citizenship in 1924, the policy of forced assimilation started in 1887 was still going
on. The New Deal changed this policy to one of tribal restoration. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
encouraged a restoration of Indian tribal self-government as well as Indian languages, customs and
religious freedom. As regards foreign policy, the Good Neighbor Policy (1933) improved relationships
with South America, though American economic dominance continued. America’s neutrality was
strengthened and continued even after World War II began in Europe in 1939. The US joined the war
only after the Japanese attacked the American fleet at Pearl Harbor in 1941. In 1943 research started
on atomic power. Atomic bombs, tested first in New Mexico, were dropped on the Japanese cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the orders of President Truman, who had succeeded Roosevelt in 1945.
The United States emerged from World War II as the most powerful nation in the world.
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6 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following summary.
At the beginning of the 20th century US 1................................... policy extended to Latin America and
continued under President Woodrow Wilson who also promoted 2................................... laws. In 1917
the United States 3................................... World War I in Europe because the American
4
................................... was threatened and to avoid the spreading to other countries of the Russian
5
................................... Revolution.
The economic program of the 6................................... by Franklin Delano Roosevelt not only revived the
American economy but also started the recovery of Native American 7................................... through a
policy of tribal restoration. The US joined World War II in 1941 and at the end of the war emerged as
the most 8................................... nation in the world.

SOCIAL CONTEXT
A

In the UK

7 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
New Role of Prime Ministers • Decline of Royal Power • The Post-War Years •
Social Reforms in the Edwardian Era • Women • Social Classes and National Identity
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The process of decline of royal influence on politics had already started in the Victorian period but
became truly effective with the extension of the electorate and the development of the party system.
The title of Prime Minister was not officially used until the last two decades of the 19th century and
its role was officially recognised only in 1905. The recognition ratified the slow process by which both
the Cabinet, the body of governing ministers, and the Prime Minister succeeded in rejecting their
dependence upon royal favour, and the Crown receded from active politics. George V (1910-36) was
the first sovereign who fully accepted the principles of constitutional monarchy in the modern sense.
The king accepted the concept of the ‘Impersonality of the Crown’ and his role became that of the
guarantor of the correct working of the Constitution, while his ministers became responsible only to
the law and the electorate.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The main social and political events of the first half of the 20th century are associated with the name
of Prime Ministers (conservative, liberal or labourist), no longer to the name of the monarch. Arthur
James Balfour (1902-5) of the Conservative Party sponsored the passage of the Education Act known
as the ‘Balfour Act’, which reorganised primary and secondary schools. He was a fierce opponent of
Irish Home Rule: his severe suppression of insurrections in Ireland gained him the name of ‘Bloody
Balfour’. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman (1905-8) of the Liberal Party granted self-government to
colonies in South Africa. Another liberal, Herbert Henry Asquith (1908-16), led the constitutional
struggle which culminated in the Parliament Act of 1911, which diminished the power of the Lords.
The Liberal Party was still in power during the war with David Lloyd George (1916-22) who negotiated
Irish independence. His sympathies for the Conservatives brought about a split in the Liberal Party
which prepared the ground for the rise of the Labour Party. In the period of economic crisis of the 30s,
the Conservative and the Labour Party alternated in power and Stanley Baldwin of the Conservative
Party was the leader who negotiated the crisis of the abdication of Edward VIII. The Prime Minister
associated with the war was the Conservative Winston Churchill who was an outstanding war leader,
at the head of a coalition government mainly composed of members of the left. Notwithstanding his
successful policy he was not re-elected at the end of the war.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Edwardian Era was characterised by some important social reforms which laid the basis for the
development of the Welfare State after World War II. Old Age pensions and a national insurance
scheme were introduced, and the 1902 Education Act paved the way for subsequent acts in 1918 and
1944, which established a system of secondary school education for all children up to the age of 15.
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D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The shattering experience of the ‘Great War’, as World War I was also called, deeply affected both the
economic and social fabric of Great Britain. At the end of the war, Britain had to face the devaluation of
its currency, heavy taxation to meet the expense of the reforms enacted before the war and industrial
decline, partly due to the updating of machinery and partly to increasing competition in textiles
production from the new industrialised countries, such as the US, Japan and India,. The notion of an
all-powerful Empire, first shaken by the Boer War, was further weakened by the pressing demands
for independence from the colonies. All these factors helped to undermine the rigid certainties of the
preceding age. Although a large majority of the population was anxious to reconstruct a traditional way
of life according to Victorian ideals of stability and order, the dominant mood in the country was one of
unrest.
The depression and unemployment of the post-war years brought poverty and hunger and an increase
in trade-union activity and other forms of protest such as hunger marches. The General Strike of
1926 was a sign of the seriousness of the economic crisis which reached its peak in 1929. The strike
involved all categories of workers and was a clear indication of the tension between the unions and
the government. In spite of all the social problems or perhaps to forget them, people tried to enjoy
themselves and to break down the stiff attitudes of Victorian times. In an era which came to be
called ‘The Roaring Twenties’, some prominent people made a virtue out of shocking and sensational
behaviour. The new media of film and radio encouraged the mood and newspapers indulged the
general taste for sensationalism.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Suffragette movement founded in 1903 by Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughter Christabel
gathered force and used militant and even violent tactics. After the war, women, who had partly run
the country while the men were engaged in the fighting, were reluctant to go back to the traditional
role of housekeepers. In 1918 the suffragettes obtained the right to vote for women over 30 and, in
1928, suffrage was granted to women over 21. As a consequence of this change in attitude and the
granting of the right to vote, women’s emancipation began. The traditional family started to change to
one in which both parents worked.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Notwithstanding the great changes, the rigid class system of the Victorian Age was maintained and,
in a sense, strengthened by economic factors. As the middle and upper classes improved their living
standards, the gap between them and the working classes widened. The sense of national identity
which had characterised the imperial period started to crumble, too, and significantly two small
national parties were founded in Wales and Scotland, which campaigned for independence from British
central Government.

8 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
In the new century 1................................... influence on politics declined. The 2...................................
and the Prime Minister took over and the 3................................... officially receded from active politics
with 4................................... . Social and political events started to be associated with the name of prime
ministers – conservative, 5................................... or labourist. For example, the name of Balfour became
famous for the 6................................... Act, and for his severe suppression of insurrections in
7
................................... . Winston Churchill was the outstanding war 8..................................., at the head
of a 9................................... government.
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9 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

C

Important social reforms were carried out in the Edwardian Era.
The Great War heavily affected the economic and social fabric of Great Britain.
Great Britain, however, still relied on a faithful Empire.
The majority of the population rejected traditional ways of life.
The economic crisis culminated in the General Strike of 1926.
In spite of economic depression the period came to be known as ‘The Roaring Twenties’
because of the general tendency for people to enjoy themselves.
The Suffragettes never resorted to violent tactics.
A strong national identity was still felt because of the Empire.

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

In the US

10 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Roaring Twenties • Post-War Social and Cultural Changes • The American Dream •
Economic Depression • The Social Impact of World War II
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The war had a great impact on American society. As in Europe, women started to take up men’s
jobs and to acquire more and more independence; eventually they were granted the vote in 1920.
There was also a mass migration from the South to the North by black Americans who wanted to
improve their economic position in this period of demand for labour, but they were still faced with
discrimination in the North.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The business boom of the 20s (‘The Roaring Twenties’, as they are often called), was characterised by
major changes in lifestyle, values and morals which transformed America from a mainly rural country
into an urban and industrial one. The period was also called the ‘Jazz Age’ because of the national and
international diffusion of jazz, conceived in the South by black musicians.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Roaring Twenties collapsed with the American economy in 1929. Unemployment increased
dramatically, the birth rate dropped and many homeless people lived in collections of shacks called
‘hoovervilles’, after Herbert Hoover (1919-33) the President who tried in vain to improve the
economic situation. People died of hunger and ‘hobos’ roamed the country in search of jobs. The
fear of communism and social unrest, known as the ‘Red Scare’, brought about a crusade against
internal enemies. Strikes were repressed with force and communists and other dissidents were often
imprisoned without any clear cause. In this climate the two anarchists Nicola Sacco and Bartholomew
Vanzetti, Italian immigrants, were arrested for murder in 1921 and executed in 1927, more for their
beliefs and their Italian origin than for the crime. They were declared innocent posthumously in 1977.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Affluence changed the lifestyle of millions of people and created a more uniform culture across the
different States. The film industry which developed in Hollywood in the second decade of the century
also contributed to the unification of culture through the use of language, mostly RP, and behaviour.
The model life of the American Dream consisted in owning cars, telephones, radios, refrigerators, and
so on.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the Second World War, working women became an integral feature of American society. Racial
tensions between blacks and whites increased during the conflict and spread to the North due to the
competition for jobs and housing. One response to this social tension was the setting up of Civil Rights
organisations, whose activities marked the social and political scenes of the 50s.
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11 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
American society changed because of the new role of 1................................... and the mass migration
from the South to the North by 2................................... Americans. A period of economic recession
was followed by a business boom which 3................................... with the Great Stock Market Crash of
1929. Unemployment increased and many homeless people lived in 4................................... . Strikes
were repressed with force and communists and other dissidents were often imprisoned without any
clear cause. 5................................... changed the lifestyle of millions of people and created a more
uniform culture across the different States. The 6................................... industry also contributed to
the unification of culture. The US joined World War II in 1941 and at the end of the war emerged as
the most 7................................... nation in the world. At home social tensions were caused by conflicts
between blacks and whites and the movements of the Civil 8................................... organisations.

CULTURAL CONTEXT
In the UK
12 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Questioning of Beliefs • British Modernism • Main Trends • Modernism •
Artists and Public • New Theories
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the early part of the century, the anti-Victorian trends of the late 19th century were still an
undercurrent in mainstream British culture. The lower middle classes, imitating the ways of life of
the upper classes, spread Victorian values. The feelings of supremacy and righteousness which had
supported the optimistic outlook of the previous century were, however, questioned by the course
of history. First of all, British and economic military supremacy was challenged in Europe and in the
East, the Irish question created problems at home, women founded the Women’s Social and Political
Union in 1903 and started militant action. In this climate, the sinking of the Titanic of 1912 took on a
foreboding symbolism. The shattering of the old world was completed with the disruptive experience
of World War I, which dealt the final blow to an uncritical faith in progress, the social system and the
validity of its institutions.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The new outlook on life emphasised the individual human being, the individual sensibility and the
individual consciousness as opposed to accepted social order, social values and social ideals. One of
the main aspects of the period from a cultural point of view was the search for new spiritual beliefs, an
attitude which was common to Europe and America alike. The cultural response ranged from social
commitment to either total rejection of conventions and traditions or a nostalgic clinging to them.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The general tendency to question all past values and beliefs which had started with On the Origin
of Species (1859) by Darwin (1809-82) intensified with the influence of new theories coming from
other European countries. The conflict over religious belief deepened with the studies of Friedrich
Wilhelm Nietzsche (1844-1900), a German philosopher, who proclaimed that God was dead. This
crude assertion was a metaphor for the impossibility for intellectuals to cling to old beliefs. The English
anthropologist Sir James Frazer (1854-1941) published a monumental study of primitive ritual and
myth, The Golden Bough, between 1890 and 1915, in which he expounded his theory that humanity
developed through different modes of thought from the magical, to the religious and finally the
scientific, thus giving a meaning to the ‘death of God’ in the new scientific world. He also had the merit
of making a vast range of primitive customs intelligible to European thinkers of his time, paving the
way for multiculturalism.
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), an Austrian psychologist, described consciousness as a complicated,
multilayered phenomenon, in which the past coexisted with the present and his psychoanalytical
method of curing neurosis through the technique of free association was particularly influential on the
stream of consciousness narrative technique.
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Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961), a Swiss psychologist, continued Freud’s research taking into account
the anthropological debate and reached the conclusion that a series of mythic patterns are at the
basis of our conception of the world. He believed that modern man inherited a store of these mythic
patterns, the collective unconscious, and that the artist was a person particularly gifted in bringing
these unconscious images and archetypes to the surface.
The theories of the French philosopher Henri Bergson (1859-1941) challenged the traditional scientific
notions of time as a spatial concept and introduced the idea of subjective duration. The theory of
relativity, first propounded by the German physicist Albert Einstein (1856-1939) in 1905, was a further
blow to the idea of reaching an objective knowledge of reality.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the arts, the questioning of traditional conventions and the search for new models to represent
the new perception of reality found expression in a broad European and American movement known
as ‘Modernism’. Modernism included many divergent theories which were all characterised by the
overthrow of traditional artistic conventions in music, the visual arts and literature. Pablo Picasso’s
works, with the dislocation of the female body into angular shapes, challenged the artistic criteria of
beauty and truth which had developed since the Renaissance. The Rite of Spring by Igor Stravinsky
in 1913, with its introduction of dissonances, subverted traditional concepts of harmony. The new art
forms of photography and the cinema also seemed to prefer relativism and subjectivism to realism
and objectivity. Modernism in British culture had distinctive features of its own as compared to other
European countries.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The art exhibition of 1910 in London, Manet and the Post-Impressionists, was the catalyst for the
introduction of Modernism into Britain, where on the whole tradition continued to be thriving in the
arts as well as in literature. The discussion on art enlarged to literature under the influence of the
American Ezra Pound.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The fragmentation of the cultural framework of reference which brought about artistic experimentation
also brought about a deeper rift between elitist culture and mass culture due to the difficulty of
modernist art which put an emphasis on form. On the other hand new forms of entertainment such
as the radio (the BBC was founded in 1926) and the short experiment of television in the late 1930s,
which would develop after the war, introduced certain novelists such as Galsworthy, Trollope, Kipling,
Maugham, and Wells to an audience of millions. They appealed both to middle and working classes,
as did the cinema, which became popular in the 1930s, when cinema picture-palaces were built all
over Britain. The new media also helped the diffusion of RP (Received Pronunciation), the educated
standard accent. Overseas, BBC English was a means of uniting the colonies, later the Commonwealth,
and started the use of English as a ‘lingua franca’ of the world.

13 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the paragraph below.
In the early part of the century Victorian values were 1................................... by lower middle-class
behaviour and the myth of the Empire. Factors of 2................................... were the decline of British
3
................................... and military supremacy, the 4................................... question and women
5
................................... . World War I completely changed people’s outlook on 6................................... .
All past values and beliefs started to be 7................................... under the influence of new theories.
Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche proclaimed the 8................................... of God. Sir James Frazer offered a
way of making sense of contemporary reality through 9................................... and made different
10
................................... accessible to European thinkers. Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytical
11
................................... influenced the stream of consciousness narrative technique. Carl Gustav Jung
maintained that artistic creation brought to the surface the collective 12................................... Henri
Bergson introduced the idea of the subjective duration of 13................................... and the theory of
relativity of Albert Einstein challenged the possibility of an 14................................... knowledge of reality.
Modernism was the artistic 15................................... to the new perception of reality. Its experimentalism
included all forms of 16................................... .
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITERATURE
A

In the UK

General features
14 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Bloomsbury Group • Poetry • Fiction • Modernism • Drama •
Questioning of Genre • Non-Fiction
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The greatest influence of Modernism was in literature where the emphasis on the individual became
the main focus. Modernist novelists deliberately set out to challenge all or some of the traditional
conventions of literature. The two most significant figures of Modernism were the poet T. S. Eliot and
the novelist James Joyce.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Another notable experimental British group which can be linked to Modernism was the Bloomsbury
Group, a circle of upper middle class intellectuals who remained closely connected to one another
from 1908 to 1930. The name of the group comes from their original meeting place in the Bloomsbury
house of Vanessa and Virginia, the two daughters of a Victorian scholar, Leslie Stephens. It was not a
formal school, but a group of friends sharing common values. They were agnostic, challenged both the
dominant social values of the period and conventional literature and artistic tastes. Among others it
included the novelist E. M. Forster, the essayists Lytton Strachey and Leonard Woolf, the philosopher
G. E. Moore, the art critic Roger Fry, and the economist M. Keynes. Vanessa, better known under
her husband’s surname Bell, became a painter. Virginia married Leonard Woolf and they founded the
Hogarth Press (1917), which published new and experimental works including Virginia’s own novels.
Her experiments with narrative technique are notable examples of British Modernism
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The fiction of the first half of the century was characterised by two main trends. On one hand, there
was continuity with the tradition of the realistic novel but with more focus on either psychological
realism or social and political engagement. On the other hand, the reaction against the realistic
tradition of Victorian fiction, which had already started at the end of the previous century, became
more apparent after World War I as writers shifted their interest to the problem of representing
individual consciousness under the influence of new psychological theories.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The general picture of the poetry of the period is a fragmented one. Major individual writers coexisted
with and sometimes joined short-lived literary movements. American literature had a significant impact
and accounted for the modernist revolution in subject matter and technique which would influence the
poetry of the inter-war years. When war broke out, poetry responded in a variety of ways – patriotic
and pacifist, traditional and experimental, while in the 30s many poets shared the political commitment
of the decade. In the early 40s there were poetic responses to World War II but they were not as
various as they had been in the case of the World War I.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the first half of the century British drama was dominated both by the social theatre of G. B.
Shaw and the continuation of the traditional Comedy of Manners. There were very few modernist
experiments in drama and Exiles, by Joyce, was rejected by the Stage Society in London. The period
instead saw a boost in Irish drama production.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The period also saw a great revival of pamphlets, essays and lectures connected to the issues of the
period about art and social debates such as universal suffrage or new women’s roles. Biographies,
autobiographies and memoirs also echo the issues and reactions of the people of a period undergoing
great change.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The influence of experimentation brought about the first signs of the disruption of clear boundaries
between the genres, which would become one of the striking features of the second half of the century.
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More and more artists became prominent in more than one genre. Moreover, the spread of new media
posed a challenge for dramatists and novelists alike who started writing scripts for radio and television.
With the spread of the cinema, classic novels were turned into films, and film adaptation also implied a
questioning of form and provoked debates on attitudes to tradition.

15 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Modernism did not challenge the traditional conventions of literature.
The Bloomsbury Group challenged the dominant social values of the period.
Woolf’s novels are notable examples of British Modernism.
The tradition of the realistic novel was completely rejected.
The output of poetry was very varied.
The poetry of the 1930s tended to be politically committed.
Only WWI aroused poetic responses.
Modernism did not affect dramatic production in a significant way.
Authors not only wrote in a variety of genres but also wrote scripts for radio and television.

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

16 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the notes in the table below.
• Two main trends in fiction:
a) continuity with the tradition of the realistic novel with more focus on either
1
................................... realism or social and political engagement.
b) the experimental novels of 2................................... .
• Features of Poetry:
traditional and 3................................... trends coexisted and in the 30s many poets voiced political
4
................................... .
• Features of Drama:
Drama was dominated both by the 5................................... theatre of G. B. Shaw and the continuation of
the traditional comedy of 6................................... .
• Non-fiction:
It took the forms of biographies, 7................................... and memoirs.
• New media: radio, 8................................... and the cinema.

Fiction
17 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
James Joyce • Anti-Victorian Reaction • Modernist Fiction • Tradition • Modernist Influence • Virginia
Woolf • Fiction in the 1920s and 1930s
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the early part of the century the fictional scene was dominated by the traditional realistic novel
with a focus on stories of ordinary everyday life. Science fiction and detective fiction were also highly
popular.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A more experimental trend developed under the influence of the works of the American novelist
Henry James with novels which shifted the focus of the narration from the events of the story to the
psychology of the character and often voiced a strong rejection of Victorian values under the influence
of Butler.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) employed technical innovations such as the use of more than one narrator
to convey different points of view. He also made symbolic use of nature to enrich realistic descriptions
with ambiguous meanings. The anti-Victorian element in his work is represented by his criticism of
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imperialism in, for example, Heart of Darkness (1902), a story set in the Congo (Zaire, today), which
vividly recreates white men’s exploitation of blacks. The novels of Joseph Conrad are an exploration
of the most hidden corners of man’s nature. He also rejected Victorian social values but remained a
realistic novelist.
E. M. Forster (1879-1970) was a friend of Virginia Woolf and a member of the Bloomsbury Group.
His early novels depict the Edwardian middle class and deal with English emotional repression, the
questioning of social taboos and class-prejudices. In A Passage to India (1924) he shows how British
coldness and sense of superiority acted as a barrier to mutual understanding between the Indian and
British cultures and gives a less flattering portrayal of the British Raj than Kipling.
Another strong voice against Victorian convention was D. H. Lawrence (1885-1930). He wrote highly
original novels, which were often anti-Victorian in theme while remaining conventionally realistic in
form. He was particularly anti-Victorian in the way he dealt with the family and sexual love and several
of his novels met with violent reaction and even police prosecution. Sons and Lovers (1913), his most
autobiographical novel, challenges the conventional image of the patriarchal Victorian family as the
pivot of society. For Women in Love (1916) he could not find a publisher till 1920 and his last novel,
Lady Chatterley’s Lover, written in 1928, was only published in Britain thirty years later, because of
its detailed description of sexual intercourse.
Modernist fiction was also influenced by Henry James but the human consciousness its authors aimed
to portray was a more complex one and was seen as a flux in which past, present and future coexisted.
In realistic fiction, psychological aspects were treated by the omniscient narrator in the same way
as events and were seen to have the same objective existence. James shifted the focus to interiority
while keeping the omniscient narrator. Modernists had to find ways of representing new perceptions of
reality. The most important technical innovation was the shifting of the point of view from the external
narrator to the minds of the characters. The result was that the narrator tended to disappear. Reality
was described through the subjective responses and reflections of the different characters. This new
technique was called the stream of consciousness as it aimed to reproduce the flow of thought in an
individual’s mind. For many readers it disrupted the main element of a novel, the telling of a story.
One of the most striking aspects of modernist fiction is that nothing much happens. The conventional
structure of beginning, development and conclusion simply disappeared. Modernist novels often
dealt with trivial events occurring over a very short period of time and revolved mainly around the
sensations, dreams and recollections of the characters.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
James Joyce (1882-1941) started his career in the realistic tradition with Dubliners (1914), a
collection of short stories, but his Ulysses (1922) is the most monumental example of modernist
fiction. It is almost one thousand pages long, yet the plot covers a single day and could be summarised
in a couple of paragraphs. There are only three main characters: Stephen Dedalus, Leopold Bloom
and his wife Molly. The novel follows the wanderings of Stephen and Bloom in Dublin: to public baths,
a newspaper office, a library, some pubs, a hospital and a brothel. The book is written in a variety
of styles and techniques and closes with a twenty-page monologue by Molly Bloom which is one of
the most famous examples of stream of consciousness technique. In order to reproduce the flux of
thoughts Joyce not only follows the association of ideas, but avoids some of the graphic conventions of
writing, such as punctuation, capital letters and paragraphs. The novel is also an example of what Eliot
described as the ‘mythical method’. One key to its interpretation in fact its parallels with the Odyssey
and the myth of Ulysses.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The same economy of action characterises one of the most modernist novels of Virginia Woolf (18821941), Mrs Dalloway (1925). It covers only one day in Clarissa Dalloway’s life. It starts with Mrs
Dalloway leaving her house to buy flowers for her party and ends with the party itself. The novel
develops mainly through Mrs Dalloway’s thoughts and reactions to the various sights and scenes. Virginia
Woolf mastered and developed the stream of consciousness technique in this and subsequent novels
such as To the Lighthouse (1927). The attention paid to the choice of words, including their sound
effects, typical of both Joyce and Virginia Woolf, underlines the aesthetic element in modernist fiction.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The elimination of the omniscient narrator from modernist fiction disrupted any sense of a shared
understanding of reality and of common social and moral values, which had been such an important
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element in the relationship between novelist and reader in Victorian times. Modernist novels are not
easy to read and appeal mainly to a small minority of literary critics and academics. The most extreme
example of modernist fiction is Joyce’s Finnegans Wake (1939) which has neither plot nor characters
and consists entirely of beautiful-sounding and largely meaningless words arranged in unpunctuated
and ungrammatical sentences. Yet Modernism has had one lasting effect on the development of
the novel. It has considerably extended the possible ways in which a novelist can try and tackle the
perennial problem of representing human consciousness.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Modernism in fiction remained a circumscribed movement, while the realistic novel of the period
attempted to adapt the conventions established in the Victorian Age to portray a 20th-century outlook
and convey or respond to the sense of fragmentation and social instability of post-war Britain. Some
writers adopted a mocking voice to exorcise the sense of crumbling values, as in the novels of P. G.
Wodehouse (1881-1975), with their protagonist, the butler Jeeves. They satirise the eccentricities
and clinging to the empty rituals of the upper class in the inter-war years. The ironical tone in Evelyn
Waugh is more bitter and his novels evoke a society in steady decline. Other writers voiced the growing
sense of uneasiness and impending danger reviving the fable, the utopian tradition and the conventions
of science fiction in the creation of their fictional worlds. This was the case with Aldous Huxley (18841963) whose early works were ironical novels based on the witty conversations of upper-class people,
but who soon developed an interest in social problems. This is particularly evident in his most famous
novel Brave New World (1932). This socio-political novel is a dystopia which portrays an appalling
future world in which individuals are mass-produced in test tubes with different abilities in order to
fulfil the different functions required by society. Some other writers embraced religious or socialist
ideals as a new source of meaning, dealing with political issues such as the rise of totalitarian states.
Among the best-known novelists were the Catholic Graham Greene, and George Orwell, both of whom
continued to write and to achieve success after World War II. Faith in socialism, however, was shortlived and, after the Spanish War, almost all British intellectuals withdrew from political engagement
to voice a sense of disillusionment and impending danger. George Orwell took up the fable in Animal
Farm (1945), to satirise the Russian Revolution and Soviet communism, and resorted to dystopia
in Nineteen Eighty-Four (1948), which paints a nightmarish picture of a future under totalitarian
regimes.

18 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

The traditional realistic novel dominated the first two decades of the century.
Science fiction and detective stories were no longer popular.
The psychological novel developed under the influence of Henry James.
Both Conrad’s and Forster’s novels reveal a reaction to Victorian values.
Both Joseph Conrad and Forster only dealt with post-colonial issues.
D. H. Lawrence was another strong anti-Victorian voice.
Modernist fiction was influenced by Henry James.
The focus of modernist experimentalism was on theme.
The stream of consciousness technique aimed to reproduce the flow
of thought in an individual’s mind.
The plot is very important in modernist fiction.
Ulysses by James Joyce is a masterpiece of modernist fiction.
Ulysses is notable not only for the narrative technique but also for the variety
of styles employed.
Virginia Woolf employed the stream of consciousness technique only in Mrs Dalloway.
Modernist fiction did not influence subsequent writers.
The realistic tradition continued in the 20s and 30s with a focus on the changes in society.
The socio-political novel developed particularly in the 30s and 40s.
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Poetry
19 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Main Features • Modernist Poets • War Poets • Tradition and Innovation • T. S. Eliot •
Neo-Romantic • The Poetry of the 1930s • Trends Traditional Poetry
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The poetry written during the first part of the 20th century can be divided into two classes: some poets
drew inspiration from existing cultural values and relied only on the English tradition while others
relied on their subjective and creative response to the potentiality of the English language and saw
themselves as members of a broadly European tradition, owing as much to Dante as to Shakespeare,
and were particularly influenced by the work of the French symbolist poets of the late 19th century,
Baudelaire, Verlaine, Mallarmé.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The traditional poetry of the period made use of Romantic techniques and the subject matter of the
Victorians. It is best represented by the Georgians (so called because their five anthologies of verse
were published between 1912-22, in the first years of the reign of George V), who dominated the poetic
scene round about the period of World War I. They favoured English subjects, idealised rural England,
used intelligible musical language, were content with traditional forms and aimed at a large audience.
The most famous Georgian poets were Robert Bridges (1844-1930), Walter de la Mare (1873-1956)
and John Mansfield (1878-1967). Rupert Brooke, D. H. Lawrence and Siegfried Sassoon had poems
published in Georgian anthologies. Thomas Hardy and Edward Thomas (1878-1917) are sometimes
associated with the Georgians because of their melancholy themes, careful description of nature and
nostalgia for disappearing rural England. They are infinitely superior as poets to any of the more
typical Georgians because of the vigour in their use of conversational language. Hardy is certainly the
most important among those who published between 1901-14. Though essentially traditional, he has a
distinctive voice of his own and he experimented in form and metre. The sequence of poems written
after the death of his first wife is among the greatest love poetry of the century.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Very much within the ‘English’ tradition, but sharing the vigour of Hardy and Thomas, were the poets
of World War I – Wilfred Owen (1893-1918), Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967), Isaac Rosenberg (18901918). Their horrifying experiences of trench warfare could not possibly be adequately expressed by
the mellifluous language and metre favoured by Georgians like Rupert Brooke. Instead, to convey what
war was actually like, they turned to the sometimes discordant rhythms and graphic violent language of
everyday conversation, describing the physical hardship and misery of the soldier’s life on the Western
front, expressing anger at the useless massacre and attacking politicians and propagandists. Owen was
something of a technical innovator in his ‘free’ use of iambic pentameters, and in his use of half-rhyme.
The poetry of World War I quickened a revolution in English verse which was already in motion.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The revolution was led by the poets with a European sensibility, or the Modernists as they are often
called. The best-known Modernists were the Americans T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound, and the Irishman
W. B. Yeats. Modernism reached England in the form of the Anglo-American movement of Imagism
which flourished between 1909-17, producing a number of anthologies. Ezra Pound (1885-1972) who
coined the word Imagiste was one of its leading figures. The movement’s manifesto, published in
1913, identified the following major aims: to use the language of common speech but with precision; to
create new rhythms (making particular use of free verse); to be absolutely free in the choice of subject
matter; to make the use of precise, clear and concentrated imagery central to poetry.
In its concern with precise imagery, the movement shows clear signs of having been influenced by the
short forms of Japanese poetry, like the haiku. Although the modernist poets claimed to be writing
about modern life in everyday language, making considerable use of free verse, the net effect of the
revolution was to make poetry less comprehensible to the ordinary reader and to turn it into an art
form only a sophisticated élite could appreciate because of its concentrated imagery, the many private
references in the poets’ work and their reliance on cultural knowledge which most people do not have.
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E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The poet who did most to establish modernist poetry in England was T. S. Eliot. He started writing
under the influence of the French symbolists but the publication of his long poem The Waste Land
in the magazine “The Criterion” in 1922 revealed an originality and modernity in language and theme
that revolutionised English poetry. From French Symbolism and from the imagery of John Donne
and the Metaphysical poets, he developed a personal kind of symbol which he described as ‘objective
correlative’, that is ‘a set of objects, a situation, a chain of events’ which create the formula of a
particular emotion. Its subject is the waste land of European civilisation after World War I as well as the
more personal waste land of the poet’s mind. The text is symbolic, disjointed and full of references to
and quotations from a number of cultural sources. It also abounds with references to and translations
from sources as varied as Wagner’s operas and Hindu scriptures. As with many modernist works, its
aim of reflecting the complexity of modern urban life often results in considerable textual obscurity.
His later works, after he joined the Anglican Church, are much less obscure.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Though Hopkins died in 1889, his poems remained unpublished until 1918, and their experimentalism
in language and metre anticipated and influenced the work of many 20th century poets. The poetry of
W. B. Yeats (1865-1939) is rooted both in the 19th century English tradition and in his Celtic cultural
background. His early poetry was very close to Romanticism, but later his subject matter changed from
legendary Ireland to contemporary Ireland and the conflict which caused bloodshed in the country.
His style became less ornate and the images more precise. His later poems of the 1920s and 1930s are
difficult to understand because of their compression and symbolism.
D. H. Lawrence contributed to both Georgian and Imagist anthologies, but belonged to neither
movement. In his mature work he abandoned traditional poetic forms because he felt that free verse
was the best way to express his emotional and inner life in all its immediacy. His poems on animals and
flowers reveal great sensitivity to beauty and are notable for the symbolic use of nature.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The difficulty of much modernist poetry explains the reaction against the modernist movement which
took place in the 1930s. The decade was characterised by a struggle for a more just society at home
and against fascism abroad. In poetry, as in fiction, political commitment became a common trait. The
poets of the 1930s led by W. H. Auden (1907-73) took advantage of the experimental innovations of
Eliot and Yeats but tried to appeal to the common reader by dealing with contemporary political and
social issues in a more straightforward manner, reviving traditional oral forms and using everyday
language. Auden’s commitment, however, ended with the Spanish Civil War. He left England for
America and gradually moved from a Marxist position to Christian Existentialism. The experience of
the Spanish Civil War is also the theme of the most successful works of Stephen Spender (1909-95).
Louis MacNeice (1907-63), on the other hand, was not involved in any kind of commitment and his
poetry is dominated by the geography and tradition of Ireland. H. MacDiarmid (1892-1978) revived the
tradition of Scottish poetry and also voiced socialist commitment.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 1940s saw a revival of Romantic poetry. The leading voice was that of Dylan Thomas (1914-53)
and a movement known as the New Apocalypse, which acknowledged him as its leader, flourished
briefly. This movement, and Thomas himself, were heavily influenced by a earlier 20th-century
Romantic, D. H. Lawrence, in the emphasis on imagination and emotion at the expense of reason and
logic, in the original use of language and in the extreme liberties taken with normal grammar and
syntax. Thomas was, above all, a great rhetorician. His poems were written to be declaimed aloud. His
own readings, which have been recorded, are those of the traditional Welsh bard – a mixture of the
prophet and the preacher.
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20 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the summary below.
The traditional 1................................... of the period continued the Romantic trend of the Victorians in
both technique and 2................................... up to World War I. They depicted an idealised rural
3
................................... in traditional forms with musical language. Both Thomas Hardy and Edward
Thomas shared some of these features but their poetry is much more 4................................... . Hardy in
particular experimented in 5................................... and metre. The War poets — Owen,
6
..................................., Rosenberg — rejected the mellifluous or rhetorical language of tradition to
describe the 7................................... experience of trench warfare. They employed
8
................................... rhythms and graphic violent language of everyday conversation to express anger
at the useless massacre. Owen in particular was innovative in his use of 9................................... . The
great innovation in poetry, however, came under the influence of the Anglo-European movement of
10
................................... . It was introduced in England through 11................................... . Ezra Pound was
the leading figure of the movement which maintained that clear and concentrated
12
................................... was central to poetry. 13................................... of language and unusual images,
together with literary references often resulted in 14................................... with the result that modernist
poetry became elitist. T. S. Eliot was the most 15................................... modernist poet though he was
rooted in the 16................................... and is also indebted to John Donne and the
17
................................... poets. W. B. Yeats started in the Romantic tradition, but later he moved on to
a less ornate style and developed a personal 18................................... . D. H. Lawrence belongs to the
Romantic tradition for theme, but in 19................................... he was more experimental. The poetry of
the 1930s was characterised by political 20................................... . W. H. Auden was influenced by the
experimental innovations of Eliot and Yeats but in the 30s he turned to 21................................... forms,
the use of rhyme and everyday 22................................... to appeal to a wider audience. Louis MacNeice,
unlike other contemporary poets, was not socially involved and his poetry was rooted in
23
................................... tradition. The 1940s saw a revival of 24................................... poetry with Dylan
Thomas whose poetry is particularly remarkable for the original use of 25................................... .

Drama
21 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Shaw’s Influence • Irish Drama • Verse Drama • The Comedy of Manners
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the first half of the 20th century, the major figure in British drama was George Bernard Shaw.
Having established his reputation in the 1890s, he continued to write successful plays into the 1920s.
His most popular plays in this period deal with a variety of themes: for example Pygmalion (1912)
is about the discriminatory power of the English language and the class system. Shaw also inspired
other playwrights, in particular John Galsworthy (1867-1933) whose plays explored social and moral
problems in the realistic tradition established by the Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen at the end of
the 19th century.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The tradition of the Comedy of Manners, associated at the end of the 19th century with Oscar Wilde,
also continued to thrive, particularly in the plays of Noël Coward. His plays like Blithe Spirit (1941)
were greatly appreciated by the very people, the middle class, they made fun of. Lightweight comedies
in general were very popular in the period before World War II, but most of them were ephemeral and
only Coward’s continued to be performed.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the same period, the poet T. S. Eliot attempted to revive verse drama based on Greek and
Elizabethan models. He used blank verse like the Elizabethan and Jacobean dramatists he admired
and dealt with a mixture of historical and modern subjects. His most successful play, Murder in the
Cathedral (1935), is about the martyrdom of Thomas Becket in 1170 and makes use of a chorus like
classical Greek tragedy. However, on the whole, Eliot’s plays do not perform well on stage. Other
playwrights, for example W. H. Auden and Christopher Isherwood (1904-86), tried their hand at verse
drama together in the 1930s but they had less success than Eliot.
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D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The most interesting development in drama in this period took place in Ireland. The struggle for
independence had inspired an Irish literary revival which aspired to create a distinctively Irish drama
quite different from the essentially English plays written by Irish dramatists like Shaw and Wilde. The
Irish Literary Theatre, founded in Dublin by Yeats, Lady
Gregory and others in 1899, moved in 1904 to the Abbey Theatre which became the centre of Irish
drama and later a respected national theatre. The aim of the founders was to create an original Irish
dramatic tradition giving a realistic picture of Irish life. They wanted to show Irish life through real
characters, situations and language. The language was to be an idiomatic English, deeply influenced
by Irish Gaelic, as spoken by Irish people in the rural areas. However, many people objected that the
language used and the life described in these plays did not give a true picture of Ireland. J. M. Synge
(1871-1909) in particular was strongly criticised. His play, The Playboy of the Western World (1907),
telling the story of a young man who confesses to killing his father, was considered to be an insult to
Irishmen. On the night of its first performance, there were riots at the Abbey Theatre. The play was
later recognised as a masterpiece and remains popular today. Twenty years later, in 1926, another
demonstration greeted the production of The Plough and the Stars by Sean O’Casey. This play was
accused of immorality, in including a prostitute among the characters, and of insulting the memory of
the rebels who died during the 1916 Easter Rising. In his plays O’Casey tried to make Irish audiences
question traditional political and religious beliefs by considering their effects on individual destinies.
In the plays of Synge and O’Casey, Irish audiences saw for the first time on stage the darker side of
life in Ireland: poverty and dejection in working-class tenement houses in Dublin and among rural
communities. For the first time they heard something like Irish speech in a theatre. This distinctively
Irish drama helped Ireland to rediscover its roots and national identity, and its people to acquire a
public voice of their own. In 1925, the Abbey Theatre became the first state-subsidised theatre in
the English-speaking world. It mounted a series of highly successful tours of Ireland, Britain and the
United States and became a model for theatrical experiments in other countries. The theatre itself was
burned down in 1951 but reopened in 1966.

22 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

The dominant figure in British drama was George Bernard Shaw.
He stopped writing after 1920.
Shaw’s plays deal with a variety of social themes.
Shaw’s theatre was highly influential on the development of realistic drama.
The tradition of the Comedy of Manners died with Oscar Wilde.
Noël Coward’s comedies were very popular in the period before World War II.
Verse drama, based on Greek and Elizabethan models, was revived by T. S. Eliot.
Eliot’s best play is Murder in the Cathedral.
H. Auden and Christopher Isherwood also wrote verse drama.
The revival of Irish drama was indebted to Shaw and Wilde.
The Irish Literary Theatre was founded in Dublin by Yeats, Lady Gregory and others.
Irish drama meant to portray Irish life through real characters, situations and language.
The language used was Irish Gaelic.
J. M. Synge and Sean O’Casey are two outstanding Irish dramatists.
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In the US
Fiction
23 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
The Realistic Tradition • The South • The ‘Lost Generation’ • Writers During the Great Depression •
Black Awakening • Detective Fiction • Women Writers • The Literature of the Native Americans
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
rted in the previous century, continued to inform the works of many novelists. It took a pessimistic
overtone in the naturalistic novels of Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945), such as Sister Carrie (1900)
where survival in society seems governed by a form of social Darwinism. Jack London (1876-1916)
was a gifted story-teller who experimented with many literary forms. His The Call of the Wild (1903),
which established his international reputation, has now become a classic of animal literature. Sherwood
Anderson (1876-1941) portrayed with irony and sympathy small town society while Sinclair Lewis
(1885-1951) depicted the mediocre superficial values of middle-class life of The Roaring Twenties.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Two women writers established their reputations with sensitive presentations of female characters.
Edith Wharton (1862-1937) mixed grim realism and psychological studies of character in the tradition
of Henry James particularly in Ethan Frome (1911), where she analyses moral dilemma. Willa Cather
(1873-1947) portrayed notable figures of immigrant women in her novels.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Many white writers repudiated the materialism of this period and went to live in Europe or spent
some time in Paris and London. They experimented with style and form under the influence of
Modernism, and reflected the lack of values and sense of insecurity of the ‘lost generation’, a phrase
which describes those who had survived the war with little or nothing to hold on to. Gertrude Stein
(1874-1946), the first Jewish writer to emerge in American literature, moved to Europe before the
war and settled in Paris, where she became the reference point of all expatriates. Francis Scott
Fitzgerald (1896-1940) moved with his wife Zelda to Europe in 1924 where he wrote The Great
Gatsby (1925). Once back in America, he continued to write novels, stories and film scripts, but his
reputation was marred by his irregular life. In his best work the lyricism of his prose discloses the hope
and the emptiness of the American dream based on personal ambition and material success. Ernest
Hemingway (1898-1961) led a very intense life taking part in the First World War, serving as foreign
correspondent in the Spanish Civil War and taking part in World War II. His novels grew out of his
powerful personality. They are usually centred around a hero, the ‘Hemingway hero’, a man who lives
dangerously, suffers with dignity and does not give up, even when he knows that defeat is inevitable.
His prose is spare and straightforward, rich in precise, concrete details. John Dos Passos (1896-1970)
denounced the commercialism of American society.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 1920s was also a decade of great creativity among African American writers. African American
literature and art reached a peak in the period 1923-29 which came to be known as the ‘Harlem
Renaissance’ because it developed in Harlem, the metropolitan black ghetto of New York. Harlem
had become a highly race-conscious community, something unprecedented in American history. This
movement was an outlet for racial pride and self-assertion. Black literary journals were founded and
black music became so fashionable that it influenced white composers such as George Gershwin. For
the first time black writers received critical and popular recognition. A woman, Zora Neale Hurston,
was one of the most vivid personalities of the movement who had considerable influence on the
development of black women’s literature.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the period of the Great Depression, when the American Dream ended in misery for many, some
writers felt that literature had to deal with the social problems of the time. John Steinbeck (1902-68)
depicted the impact of the Depression on the life of ordinary people, while Richard Wright (1908-60),
the first great black novelist, showed the economic and psychological effects of racism on impoverished
and alienated black people.
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F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 30s also saw a flourishing of literary talents in the South, the most notable of whom was the Nobel
Prize William Faulkner (1897-1962). His novels cover the life of the South from the days of Indian
possession to modern times. His major themes are the disintegration of the patrician families of the Old
South, the rise of unscrupulous newcomers and the whites’ cruel treatment of blacks. His style ranges
from simple language to complex narrative technique such as the ‘stream of consciousness’.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 1940s Raymond Chandler was the leading writer of the school of hard-boiled detective fiction.
All his major novels were made into very popular films and his tough, Romantic sleuth, Philip Marlow,
became a cult figure.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the first half of the 20th century, Native Americans began to write about the genocide of their
tribes. A Sioux woman, Zitkala-Sa, was among the first to attempt the transition from the oral to the
written form with Old Indian Legends (1901) a collection of traditional Sioux tales, and American
Indian Stories (1921). A very influential work was Black Elk Speaks (1932) by John Neihardt, a
white anthropologist and a poet, who took down the memories of Black Elk, a Sioux medicine man, and
was able to preserve in writing the true spirit of oral tradition.

24 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the summary below.
Many novelists of the first two decades of the 20th century continued to write in the
1
................................... tradition which Theodore Dreiser’s 2................................... novels it took up a
pessimistic tone. Jack London gained 3................................... reputation with his The Call of the Wild.
Sherwood Anderson wrote 4................................... and sympathetic portraits of small town society while
Sinclair Lewis depicted the superficial middle-class life of The Roaring 5................................... . Notable
among female writers were Edith Wharton with her 6................................... studies of character in the
tradition of Henry James and Willa Cather with her portraits of 7................................... women.
In this period many writers chose to 8................................... to Europe where they wrote about the lack
of values and sense of insecurity of the ‘lost 9...................................’ under the influence of Modernism.
Gertrude Stein settled in Paris and became the reference point of all expatriates. Francis Scott
Fitzgerald wrote The Great Gatsby there. He described the hopes and the emptiness of the American
10
................................... based on personal ambition and 11................................... success. Ernest
Hemingway took part in World War I, in the Spanish Civil War and in World War II. His novels are
usually centred around a typical ‘Hemingway 12...................................’ and are written in a clear and
13
................................... prose. The 1920s also saw the development of 14...................................-American
literature which developed in Harlem and took part into the ‘Harlem Renaissance’. Racial
15
................................... and self-assertion were voiced in all forms of art as well as in journalism.
Black writers received critical and popular 16................................... for the first time. One of the most
vivid personalities of the movement was Zora Neale Hurston who had considerable influence on the
development of 17................................... women’s literature.
In the 30s the American Dream ended in misery and John Steinbeck depicted the impact of the
18
................................... on the life of ordinary people, while Richard Wright, the first great black
novelist, denounced the 19................................... and psychological effects of racism on destitute black
people. In the same period literature flourished in the South with the works of William Faulkner, who
dealt with 20................................... themes in a wide range of narrative techniques. The 1940s also saw a
revival of 21................................... fiction in the works of Raymond Chandler.
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Poetry
25 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
The 30s • The Establishment of an American Voice • Modernism •
The Harlem Renaissance • Midwest Poets
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
20th-century American poetry begins with Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935). His diction often
comes very close to American speech and was another milestone on the long route to a distinctive
American style which is more down-to earth and less literary than that normally found in English
literature, even if he used traditional forms, such as the sonnet and the ballad. The work of Robert
Frost (1874-1963) marked a further step towards the achievement of a typical American voice in
poetry. The language is simple and the rhythm close to that of ordinary speech. He holds a central
place in American nature poetry for his poems on New England, but he was also gifted in narrative
poems about the lives of country people.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Edgar Lee Masters (1869-1950), Carl Sandburg (1878-1967), and Vachel Lindsay (1879-1931) all
emerged in the Midwest in the period 1913-16. Besides traditional poetry, they also shocked readers
with works like Masters’ Spoon River Anthology (1915) which incorporated some of the subject
matter and style of realistic fiction.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The majority of poets in the early years of the century, however, were influenced by Ezra Pound
(1885-1972), whose long career went through various phases, though he is usually associated with
the Anglo-American movement of Imagism which he helped to found. Its influence was considerable
as 20th-century American poetry is largely image-centred and concrete. Though short-lived, the
movement set in motion a revolution in poetry. Like its European counterpart, Modernism, it rejected
tradition and valued experimentation. William Carlos Williams represents another direction taken by
Modernism. He criticised the allusiveness and difficulty of Pound and Eliot, though he admired the
imagist technique of the former, and wrote about everyday American subject matter in the language of
everyday American speech. The rich period of the 20s also saw the typographical experiments of e. e.
cummings (1894-1962) which are early examples of ‘concrete poetry’: his ‘modernist’ poems are often
visual representations of the content and need to be seen on the page to be appreciated.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Harlem Renaissance also saw the flourishing of outstanding poets. Countee Cullen (1903-46)
and Langston Hughes (1902-67) were among the leading poets of the movement who helped to lay
the foundations for the creative representation of African American social and cultural reality in the
modern world, drawing on black oral tradition.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Although the 30s was the period of the Great Depression, its social and economic problems were
ignored in poetry. Its major poets Wallace Stevens (1879-1955) and Marianne Moore (1887-1972)
preferred to write highly imaginative and refined poetry remote from the hardships of contemporary
life.
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26 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
The language of Edwin Arlington Robinson’s poems is very close to American speech.
2 The distinctive American style in poetry is characterised by traditional use of imagery.
3 Robert Frost’s poems have a central place in American nature poetry.
4 The poems of Masters’ Spoon River Anthology share the subject matter and style
of realistic fiction.
5 Ezra Pound was not influential on American Poetry.
6 Imagism advocated precise, clear and concrete images, modern subject matter,
the language of common speech and freedom in the use of metre.
7 William Carlos Williams was not a modernist.
8 Many of the poems of e. e. cummings are examples of ‘concrete poetry’.
9 Countee Cullen and Langston Hughes were the leading poets of the Harlem Renaissance.
10 Wallace Stevens and Marianne Moore were socially committed poets.
1

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

Drama
27 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Drama Set to Music • The Birth of American Literary Drama
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Eugene O’Neill (1888-1953), was the first leading figure in the history of American drama. In his long
career he experimented with a wide range of theatrical techniques and conventions – from Realism
through Expressionism to Symbolism. His principal subject matter is the tension-ridden family as in
Mourning Becomes Electra (1931), a modern version of Greek tragedy, and in his later masterpiece
Long Day’s Journey Into Night (1956) based on O’Neill’s own life. Thornton Wilder (1897-1975)
was a brilliant novelist and playwright. In drama his output was comparatively small but of very high
quality. His most popular play Our Town (1938) evokes the life of a small town in New Hampshire.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A few non-descript plays became the basis for librettos and were immortalised in musical versions.
Madame Butterfly (1900) by David Belasco (1859-1931) provided the libretto for Puccini’s famous
opera; Porgy (1927) by DuBose Heyward (1885-1940) became the folk-opera Porgy and Bess, George
Gershwin’s masterpiece; and a play about cowboys, Green Grow the Lilacs (1931) by Lynn Riggs
(1899-1954), became Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical Oklahoma! (1943).

28 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the paragraph below.
Eugene O’Neill was an original and prolific American 1..................................., the first leading figure in
the history of 2................................... drama. He experimented with a variety of theatrical
3
................................... and conventions. His principal subject matter is the tension-ridden
4
................................... . Another brilliant playwright of the period was 5 ................................... .
Many 6................................... for operas were written in the period, some of which became very famous
because they were put to 7................................... by outstanding musicians, such as
8
................................... by Puccini.
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Keys to Activities
1 A Europe at the Turn of the Century; B World

War I; C The Peace Treaties; D The Spread of
Ideologies and Rise of Totalitarianism; E World War II
and the Peace Treaties.

2 1 male; 2 science; 3 colonial; 4 Japan; 5 France;

6 WWI; 7 Allies; 8 1917; 9 Ottoman; 10 Germany;
11 1929-33; 12 centralisation; 13 1922; 14 1933;
15 Spain; 16 expansionist, 1939; 17 1941; 18 Europe.

3 A The Turn of the Century and World War I;

B Ireland; C Colonial Problems; D The 1930s and
World War II.

4 1 F; 2 T; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 F; 7 F; 8 T; 9 T; 10 T.
5 A The Turn of the Century; B World War I; C PostWar Political and Economic Situation; D The New
Deal and World War II.

6 1 intervention; 2 antitrust; 3 joined; 4 economy;
5 communist; 6 New Deal; 7 culture; 8 powerful.

7 A Decline of Royal Power; B New Role of Prime
Ministers; C Social Reforms in the Edwardian Era;
D The Post-War Years; E Women; F Social Classes
and National Identity.

4 commitment; 5 social; 6 manners;
7 autobiographies; 8 television.

17 A Tradition; B Anti-Victorian Reaction;
C Modernist Fiction; D James Joyce; E Virginia
Woolf; F Modernist Influence; G Fiction in the 1920s
and 1930s.
18 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 F;
11 T; 12 T; 13 F; 14 T; 15 T; 16 T.
19 A Main Features; B Traditional Poetry; C War
Poets; D Modernist Poets; E T. S. Eliot; F Tradition
and Innovation; G The Poetry of the 1930s; H NeoRomantic Trends.
20 1 poets; 2 subject matter; 3 England; 4 original;
5 form; 6 Sassoon; 7 horrifying; 8 discordant;
9 metre; 10 Modernism; 11 Imagism; 12 imagery;
13 Compression; 14 obscurity; 15 original;
16 tradition; 17 Metaphysical; 18 symbolism;
19 form; 20 commitment; 21 traditional; 22 language;
23 Irish; 24 Romantic; 25 language.
21 A Shaw’s Influence; B The Comedy of Manners;
C Verse Drama; D Irish Drama.

8 1 royal; 2 Cabinet; 3 Crown; 4 George V; 5 liberal;

22 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 T; 6 T; 7 T; 8 T; 9 T; 10 T;
11 T; 12 F; 13 T; 14 T.

9 1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 F; 5 T; 6 T; 7 F; 8 F.

23 A The Realistic Tradition; B Women Writers;
C The ‘Lost Generation’; D Black Awakening;
E Writers During the Great Depression; F The South;
G Detective Fiction; H The Literature of the Native
Americans.

6 Education; 7 Ireland; 8 leader; 9 coalition.

10 A Post-War Social and Cultural Changes; B The
Roaring Twenties; C Economic Depression; D The
American Dream; E The Social Impact of World War
II.
11 1 women; 2 black; 3 collapsed; 4 hoovervilles;

5 Affluence; 6 film; 7 powerful; 8 Rights.

12 A Main Trends; B Questioning of Beliefs; C New
Theories; D Modernism; E British Modernism;
F Artists and Public.

24 1 realistic; 2 naturalistic; 3 international;
4 ironical; 5 Twenties; 6 psychological; 7 immigrant;
8 expatriate; 9 generation; 10 dream; 11 material;
12 hero; 13 detailed; 14 African; 15 pride;
16 recognition; 17 black; 18 Depression;
19 economic; 20 social; 21 detective.

13 1 reinforced; 2 disruption; 3 economic; 4 Irish;
5 emancipation; 6 life; 7 questioned; 8 death; 9 myth;
10 cultures; 11 method; 12 unconscious; 13 time;
14 objective; 15 response; 16 art.

25 A The Establishment of an American Voice;
B Midwest Poets; C Modernism; D The Harlem
Renaissance; E The 30s.

14 A Modernism; B The Bloomsbury Group;

27 A The Birth of American Literary Drama;
B Drama Set to Music.

C Fiction; D Poetry; E Drama; F Non-Fiction;
G Questioning of Genre.

15 1 F; 2 T; 3 T; 4 T; 5 T; 6 F; 7 T; 8 T; 9 T.
16 1 psychological; 2 Modernism; 3 experimental;

26 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 F; 8 T; 9 T; 10 F.

28 1 dramatist; 2 American; 3 techniques; 4 family;
5 Thornton Wilder; 6 librettos; 7 music; 8 Madame
Butterfly.
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Revise: 1945-2001 Historical, Social, Cultural
and Literary Context
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
A

The European Scene and World Scene

1 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Revival of Europe • The Suez Crisis • The Revival and End of the Cold War •
The 90s and Globalisation of History • The New Europe •
The Aftermath of World War II and the Cold War • European Integration
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
European countries came out of World War II economically and morally shattered and their policies
were for decades shaped by decisions taken by the United States and the USSR, the two superpowers
who had decided to divide the continent into two separate areas of influence even before the end of
the war at the Conference of Yalta of 1945. The ‘Cold War’ was the name given to the confrontation
between the two superpowers both on ideological and territorial grounds. The Soviet Union kept
the territories they had won from the Nazis in Eastern Europe and gradually brought about the
sovietisation of Eastern Europe, while the US dominated the West with occupation troops in
Germany and Austria and through the economic aid of the Marshall Plan. The conflict of interests
was particularly hard for Germany, which was divided into two blocs, the Western and the Soviet one,
with Berlin divided into four zones. Another cause of the Cold War was President Truman’s policy of
‘containment’ of communism, which resulted in a heavier presence of the US in the Mediterranean.
In 1949, the Western European countries, the US and Canada joined together in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO), which committed member nations to acting together for their common
defence, while the USSR and the Eastern European nations joined together under the Warsaw Pact
(1955). The Korean War (1950-53), in which the United States fought against communist North Korea,
showed the depth and seriousness of the Cold War confrontation between the two superpowers, as did
the invasion of Hungary by Soviet troops in 1956. The ‘economic miracle’ of the Federal Republic of
Germany’s recovery and her re-armament deepened the gap between West and East Germany and the
construction of the Berlin Wall in August 1961 led to another dangerous crisis point in the Cold War,
destroying the hopes of the German Chancellor Adenauer, who aspired to reunification.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1956 the Egyptian President Nasser decided to nationalise the Suez Canal Company, so far
controlled by Britain, in retaliation for the US and British withdrawal from the Aswan Dam project,
whose aim was to build a dam across the Nile in order to control its annual flood. Britain and France,
which owned most of the Canal Company shares, first reacted with economic sanctions and then,
having secured Israel’s alliance, attacked and invaded Egypt. The United States declared they had not
been consulted and strongly disapproved of the military action, as did most of the Commonwealth.
Britain and France were forced to withdraw their soldiers and leave the Canal in Egyptian hands.
This humiliating conclusion gave a final blow to Britain’s position as a world power. From then on, the
country had to consider herself a US satellite.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 60s Europe had recovered from the economic collapse caused by the war and started to have
some political weight, due in particular to the policy of Germany and France. Ostpolitik (Western
policy) associated with the Social Democrat Willy Brandt led to the recognition of two German states,
though parts of a single German nation. The President of France, Charles de Gaulle, started a campaign
against US influence and was also highly critical of US Policy in Vietnam and the East. To stress the
need for the political independence of European States, he also started relationships with the People’s
Republic of China (founded in 1949), backed the European Economic Community and promoted the
creation of a common European identity.
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D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The second half of the century also saw the gradual development of the EU (European Union). The
threat that the Cold War posed on Europe and the problem of containing the new economic miracle of
Germany favoured the revival of the idea of a federal Europe. In 1957 the Treaty of Rome was signed
by six European countries (France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg
and The Netherlands) which joined in the European Economic Community (EEC), also known as the
Common Market. The EEC would gradually see the membership of most Western European countries.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The US involvement in the Bay of Pigs attack on Cuba in 1961, a direct violation of the Charter
of the United Nations, almost triggered off a nuclear war between the US and Russia who backed
Fidel Castro’s Government. The Six-Day War between Arab nations and the State of Israel, founded
in 1948 as an expression of Zionism, the Russian invasion of Prague in 1968, a number of political
assassinations, in particular those of Che Guevara (1926-67), who had helped Fidel Castro come to
power in Cuba, and Martin Luther King (1929-68), an African American Civil Rights leader, were
catalysts for the spread of peace movements throughout the Western World with mass demonstrations
against nuclear deployment and US policy in Vietnam War. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in
1979 and the suppression of the Solidarity movement in Poland, however, brought about a revival
of the Cold War. Tensions diminished when Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the USSR in 1985.
His policy of democratisation acknowledged the need for glasnost and perestroika (= openness and
restructuring) in the Soviet Republics and marked the end of the old order, symbolised by the removal
of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The number of countries joining the Common Market increased gradually and the Maastricht Treaty of
1991 brought about deeper integration among the EEC countries, with a closer economic and political
union through the establishment of a European currency, a central bank, homogeneity of defense,
foreign and social policies. The EEC became the European Union (EU). In 1995 the Schengen Treaty
abolished customs controls for European citizens and in 2002 the new currency, the euro, was adopted
by twelve countries, thus creating the core of the European Monetary Union.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The fall of the Berlin Wall was a turning point not only in European, but in world history. It became
a watershed as the crumbling of communism set off a series of conflicts which, in different ways,
involved the whole world. In 1991 the American President George Bush, backed by UN forces, expelled
Iraq from Kuwait in the Gulf War against the Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein. In the same year, the USSR
broke up and its collapse opened the way for nationalist upheavals in the East. The first led to the
dissolution of former Yugoslavia in 1992, after bitter ethnic conflicts. In 1994 another ethnic conflict
broke out in Chechnya to gain independence from Russia. In 1995 new ethnic conflicts in former
Yugoslavia led to NATO attacks on Bosnia-Herzegovina. In early 1998 large-scale fighting broke out in
Kosovo between the Serbian Government and Kosovar Albanians seeking independence. In 1999 NATO
attacked Serbia – transforming NATO from a defensive to an offensive alliance – and the Serbs were
expelled from Kosovo.
The new century, and new millennium, opened with a series of conflicts: ethnic conflicts in former
USSR, a continuation and worsening of conflicts between Israel and the Palestinians, a new war in Iraq
which ended with the defeat of Saddam Hussein, but which opened up new nationalistic conflicts. The
scenario has been made worse by the very dramatic political, social and human situations of many
countries in the African continent and economic recession in South America. The terrorist attack on
the Twin Towers in New York by the extremist Muslim group of Al Qaeda in September 2001 brought,
for the first time, conflict inside the American State and made the world bitterly aware of the risks of a
new world conflict.
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2 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the notes below.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22

The two countries who divided their spheres of influence over Europe after World War II and the
areas they dominated:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The type of conflict which derived from this policy:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The situation of Germany and Berlin:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The US economic policy in aid of Western countries:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
President Truman’s policy:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Date of the founding of NATO and countries belonging to it:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Date, name and countries of the opposing alliance:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Military conflict in 1950-53:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Date of the Soviet invasion of Hungary:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Date, type of conflict and countries involved in the Suez Crisis:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Outcome of the conflict: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
1961: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The two countries that most contributed to the political autonomy of Europe in the 60s:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The two main factors which favoured the revival of the idea of a federal Europe:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Date and treaty that ratified the European Economic Community (EEC) and the number of nations
involved: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Main conflicts of the Cold War in the mid-60s:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Revival of the Cold War in the late 1970s:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Politician who favoured the end of the Cold War and type of policy:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
The event which became the symbol of the end of the war:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
Main steps in the development of Europe in the 90s: increase of member States; the
................................... brought about deeper economic and political integration: the EEC became
the ...................................; the Schengen Treaty of 1995 which abolished ...................................;
the introduction of ..................................., the euro, in 2002.
Main areas of conflict at world level after the fall of the Berlin Wall:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
New types of warfare: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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B

The British Scene

3 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The 50s • The 90s • Post-War Britain and the Welfare State • Thatcherism • The 60s •
The New Labour • The 70 • Ireland • The Role of the Monarchy • The Commonwealt •
The Conservative Party gains power
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
British prestige as one of the victorious countries was very high at the end of World War II. The conflict
had, however, destroyed the idea of the invincibility of the British Empire and Britain’s position as a
leading world nation. The Dominions had become more conscious of their position as independent
states, and there was an increase of nationalist feeling in various colonies. In July 1945, the Labour
Party came to power and started to lay the basis for the Welfare State, which wartime committees had
already planned. Following the theory of John Maynard Keynes (1883-46), the economist who held
that government intervention was necessary to maintain the economy at a high level of employment,
the government nationalised major industries (coal, iron and steel) and the railways. The aim of a
mixed economy, in which both public and private sectors played a part, was to raise the standard
of living of all British people. It soon became evident, however, that such policies could not always
prevent unemployment, inflation or the devaluation of the pound. The result was tension between
government and the trade unions and strikes. A series of economic crises brought about the need for a
devaluation of the pound in 1949, which started Britain’s economic dependence on the US.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Conservative Party returned to power in 1951 and remained in office for thirteen years. It
continued the welfare policy of the previous Labour government, re-privatising only a few nationalised
industries and also did its best to maintain full employment in order to get rid of class antagonism and
poverty. In this period, Britain tried to counteract the dominance of the two superpowers over Europe.
Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin resolved that Britain would build her own bomb, which was tested on
3 October 1952. The constant threat of nuclear holocaust posed by the Cold War worsened and a huge
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament started to spread in Britain. A pacifist movement was very active
till the early 1970s.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the independence of India in 1947 the government’s programme was to expand the
Commonwealth by training other colonies for independence through a gradual devolution of power.
This controlled process was, however, overturned by the unexpected Suez Crisis. In the 1960s,
Britain showed great determination to dismantle the Empire as fast as possible. In many cases the
transference of power to the new independent nations was accomplished peacefully and amicably, but
in other cases it involved bitter military conflict.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 1960s opened with a short period of economic boom and were a turning point in home and
foreign policy. The Labour Party won the general elections in 1964 under the leadership of Harold
Wilson and remained in office till 1970. The new government had to face old problems such as a
shortage of housing, poverty and economic decline, together with the decline in Britain’s international
significance. Britain made several unsuccessful attempts to become a member of the European
Economic Community (EEC) in the 1960s, although there was considerable public opposition to the
government’s plan because of a strong sense of separation from Europe, and scepticism about the
supposed economic benefits. At home, a series of permissive measures were passed, including the
1967 Sexual Offences Act, which decriminalised homosexual practices above the age of consent; the
1967 Abortion Act, which legalised abortion under certain conditions; and the 1969 Divorce Reform
Act, which improved the conditions of separation. Industrial relations, however, worsened and those
between the trades unions and the government also deteriorated. The devaluation of the pound in 1967
was accompanied by sharp deflation and public spending cuts.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The new decade started with the Conservative Party in power, and Edward Heath as Prime Minister.
Its only real positive success was Britain’s entry into the European Community in 1973. The Labour
Government back in power in 1974-79 introduced new legislation to protect the rights of women and
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racial minorities, but failed to cope with the country’s increasing economic problems, inflation and
unemployment. These problems to some extent stemmed from the oil price crisis of 1973, and the
consequent worldwide economic recession, but they also reflected Britain’s continuing industrial
decline. The Labour government was finally brought down by trade-union disputes in the so-called
‘winter of discontent’ of 1978-79.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1979 Margaret Thatcher, the leader of the British Conservative Party, was elected Prime Minister,
the first woman ever to occupy that position. Margaret Thatcher believed in free enterprise, was
very much against any forms of collectivism and strongly felt that only capitalism could guarantee
real freedom for the individual. In four years, she earned the nickname ‘the Iron Lady’. Her political
actions came to be known as ‘Thatcherism’, and proved to be an influential and dominant doctrine.
Her government systematically set out to tackle the country’s economic problems by embarking on
a massive privatisation programme in order to increase competition among private owners, improve
efficiency and lower prices.
The British Welfare State, which had been a model system in the Western world for providing social
help to the poor and free medical treatment to everyone, was severely undermined by the withdrawal
of the State’s responsibility, especially in the NHS (National Health Service). In 1981-83 Thatcher
also decided to cut funds to the school and university systems, but a widespread explosion of unrest
among young people forced the government to abandon their previous policy. The Falklands operation
in 1982, when the UK re-established British control in the Falkland Islands which had been invaded
and occupied by Argentina, played a great part in the re-election of the Prime Minister in 1983. During
her second term, in 1984, Thatcher won the battle against the strong National Union of Miners (NUM)
which was forced to accept pit closures and job losses. In 1985, race riots broke out in Birmingham
and London caused by the tightening of immigration rules for ethnic minorities who were feeling
discriminated against by English society. At the end of her second term, the supporters of Thatcherism
claimed that industry was flourishing, more people in Britain possessed more consumer goods and
more people were buying their own houses. On the other hand, Thatcher’s critics pointed out that
unemployment had trebled in the years of her government. As regards European policy, Thatcher had
agreed on closer co-operation with her European partners in the EC (European Community) only
when this did not mean any limitations on Britain’s sovereignty and interests. Mrs Thatcher established
very close ties with the American President, Ronald Reagan, as they shared the same political views
and condemned the Marxist States of the Soviet bloc. However, the East-West relationship improved
tremendously when Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet Union, in 1984. A very successful
visit to Gorbachev’s Russia helped Margaret Thatcher to score a historic victory by winning her third
successive election in 1987. No other 20th-century Prime Minister could claim such success.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the reunification of Germany took place at a time when most
members of the EC were in favour of a single market and of the introduction of a single currency
for the member States. Thatcher strongly opposed all these issues and any further moves towards
a federal Europe. A big slump on the London stock market put an end to the good luck that British
industry had enjoyed during the Thatcher era. Recession set in. The introduction of a local poll tax
– a tax levied on every person nationwide with no consideration for their income – angered people
throughout Britain and led to riots. Margaret Thatcher was brought down by her own party, worried by
her ever-increasing authoritarianism. She resigned office in 1990.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
John Major, a ‘Thatcherite’, took her place as leader of the Conservative Party and as new Prime
Minister. In 1992, despite the worst economic slump in years, the Conservatives won an unprecedented
fourth term in the general elections. The British economy took off again but the Conservative Party
was much weakened by a deep split over the issue whether Britain should sign up to a single European
currency and by citizens resentment against heavy taxation.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1997, a landslide victory at the polls brought Labour back in government with an overwhelming
majority. Its leader, Tony Blair, modernised the image and the platform of the Labour Party. New
Labour, as it came to be called, was no longer committed to the nationalisation of key industries, to
financing on social benefits or to using income tax as a means of redistributing wealth. Blair shifted
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Labour’s political philosophy toward the centre by preaching a new message of enterprise in business
and granted forms of administrative and political devolution to Scotland and Wales. Blair was reelected in 2001. He strengthened political and economic relationships with the US, supporting war
against terrorism in Afghanistan and against Saddam Hussein and adopted a more favourable attitude
to a greater integration of Britain within the European Community.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After the declaration of the Republic of Ireland in 1949, the Irish Question moved to Northern
Ireland, where the Protestant Unionists, the section of society with more money and better education
opportunities, wanted Ulster to remain part of the United Kingdom, whereas the less privileged
Catholic nationalists, supported by the Irish Republican Army (IRA), wanted to reunite Ulster within
the Republic of Ireland. Tension grew between the two religious sects. The IRA organised an armed
campaign through terrorist attacks and was declared an illegal organization. Violence increased both on
the Catholic and the Protestant side. Talks between the British Government and Sinn Féin
(= Ourselves Alone) representatives, the political wing of the IRA, were ineffective until 1994, when
a ceasefire was announced by the IRA. In 1997, for the first time, two Sinn Féin representatives
were elected members of Parliament under Blair’s Government. The Good Friday agreement of 1998
provided for the devolution of a variety of powers to a Northern Ireland Assembly. In 2001 the IRA
began to hand over its weapons.
K ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Upon George VI’s death in 1952, his elder daughter Elizabeth became Queen. Her reign has covered
the whole of the second part of the 20th century into the new millennium and the Queen celebrated
her Golden Jubilee in 2002. Elizabeth succeeded in balancing tradition with modern trends and in
keeping the majority of the British public’s favour. She is loved and respected as a symbol of national
identity, even though the behaviour of some of the younger members of the Royal Family has often
attracted criticism. In 1997 the tragic death of Diana, Princess of Wales, in a car accident inspired
an astonishing mass response of grief, which partly reconciled the nation to the Royal Family.
Notwithstanding recurrent scandals which involve the monarchy, the majority of the British people still
prefer it to a republican form of government.

4 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Focus on the first five paragraphs. Say if the following
statements are true (T) or false (F).
Britain’s position as a leading world nation remained unquestioned after the war.
2 The Welfare State was a social and political measure adopted by the Labour Party
after the war.
3 Though the aim of the Welfare State was to improve the economic situation
of the middle class and the skilled working class, such policies could not always prevent
unemployment, inflation and a devaluation of the pound.
4 When the Conservative Party returned to power in 1951, it put an end to the welfare policy
of the previous Labour Government.
5 Britain entered the Cold War arms race.
6 The Suez Crisis of 1956 accelerated the process of dismantling the British Empire.
7 In the 1960s a series of permissive reforms were passed.
8 Britain’s attempts to become a member of the European Economic Community (EEC)
in the 1960s was strongly supported by the British people.
9 Britain joined the European Community in 1973.
10 In the 70s Britain went into serious industrial decline.
1
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5 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Read to the end. Choose the correct answers.
Margaret Thatcher was elected Prime Minister
A once
B twice
C three times
2 What does ‘Thatcherism’ refer to?
A Thatcher’s years of Government
B Thatcher’s political doctrine
C Thatcher’s political supporters
3 Thatcher was in favour of
A State-owned enterprises
B privatisation of national enterprises
C providing social help to the poor
4 Under Thatcher’s Conservative Government the British Welfare State and the National Health
Service (NHS)
A were undermined
B were improved
C were not modified
5 All these features about Thatcher’s education policy are true except that
A she invested more money in the school and university systems
B she cut funds to the school and university systems
C she introduced a job-training scheme for school leavers
6 How did Thatcher deal with the war in the Falklands?
A She negotiated the independence of the islands with the Argentine Government
B She sent a task force against the Argentine troops and recovered the islands
C She lost the islands after the British troops were defeated by the Argentine troops
7 How did Thatcher deal with the battle against the Miners’ Trade Union?
A Thatcher and the Union reached a negotiated agreement
B Thatcher was defeated
C The Miners’ Union was defeated
8 On what terms were Thatcher and the American President, Ronald Reagan?
A Very good terms; they shared the same political views
B Very bad terms; their ideas were strongly antithetic.
C On equal terms; they negotiated before making decisions
9 What kind of relationship did Thatcher establish with the Russian leader Mikhail Gorbachev?
A neutral
B good
C bad
10 What was Thatcher’s position on the issues of a federal Europe and the introduction of a single
European currency?
A She supported them
B She opposed them
C She agreed on Britain’s limited co-operation
11 Thatcher’s Government had all the following effects except one. Which?
A Industry flourished
B More people bought their own houses
C Unemployment was reduced
D Unemployment figures trebled
1
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12 The following events, except one, marked the last years of Thatcher’s Government. Which?
A People’s opposition to a local poll tax
B The Labour Party became very strong
C Economic recession
D People’ opposition to the reduction of the cost of social services
13 What caused the end of Thatcher’s Government?
A The Labour Party brought her down
B The Conservative Party brought her down
C She was not re-elected at the general elections
14 All the following events, except one, took place in the years of John Major’s Government. Which?
A The Conservatives won the General Elections in 1992
B The British economy greatly improved
C Negotiations with Europe improved
15 Tony Blair’s New Labour was committed to all the following points except one. Which?
A Nationalisation of key industries
B Improving education for young people
C Supporting enterprise in business
D Shifting towards the centre
16 IRA stopped armed protests in
A 2001
B 1994
C 1998

C

The American Scene

6 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The 90s • The Vietnam War • The Policy of Containment • The Arms Race •
The Post-Vietnam Years • The 80s • The Turn of the Century
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Though an ally of the US during the war, afterwards the USSR became America’s chief rival. By 1949,
the USSR also had atomic bombs and had taken control of most of the nations of Eastern Europe. The
United States developed a policy of containment aimed at preventing the spread of communism beyond
the areas in which it already existed. As Winston Churchill put it in a speech in 1946, an iron curtain
divided the Western world from the communist world. The Truman Doctrine, a program established by
President Harry Truman (1945-53), ensured economic and military aid to countries who fought against
communism, while the Marshall Plan, a program initiated by the secretary of State George Marshall,
further strengthened ties between the United States and the Western world by providing economic aid
(between 1948 and 1952) to businesses and industries in Western Europe.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Cold War, a period of tension between the United States and the Soviet Union, started an arms
race which seemed to increase the possibility of World War III. Anti-communist policy also brought
about a reversal of alliances in the far East. The former enemy, Japan, became an American ally while
China, a former ally, became an enemy after the take-over of communism in 1949, and a further
potential area of conflict. The Korean War (1950-53), showed that the Japanese were willing not
only to supply economic aid but also to undertake military action to contain communism. Truman’s
successor, Eisenhower (1953-61), strengthened this policy and considered the possibility of resorting
to nuclear weapons. Under the Eisenhower Doctrine, the United States promised to help any Middle
Eastern nation which resisted communist aggression. A summit meeting in Geneva in 1955 marked the
first step towards improving relations between the United States and the USSR, but they cooled again
when Soviet troops crushed the revolt in Hungary in 1956 and backed Fidel Castro’s revolt in Cuba in
the same year.
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C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Throughout Eisenhower’s presidency, the containment policy increased, especially in Vietnam where
the US backed the French in their support of South Vietnam against the expansion of communist
North Vietnam. In 1960, when the Vietnamese communist leader Ho Chi Minh recognised the Vietcong
(communist guerrillas in South Vietnam) as the National Liberation Front of Vietnam, the situation
became critical. The new elected youngest president of the US, John F. Kennedy, had to confront not
only the war in Vietnam but also serious Cold War tensions in Cuba, besides growing anti-war protests
and civil rights movement at home. His short presidency ended with his assassination on November 22,
1963. In 1965 the United States was regularly bombing North Vietnam and found itself involved in a bitter
guerrilla war in the jungle. Although many Americans asked for a negotiated end to the war, the conflict
escalated under President Johnson and President Nixon, and the bombing extended to neighbouring
Cambodia and Laos. A ceasefire signed in Paris in 1973 provided for the total withdrawal of US combat
forces. But the war continued between North and South Vietnam until 1975, when the country was taken
over by the communists. Only in 1995 did the US establish diplomatic relations with Vietnam.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Soon after the Treaty of Paris of 1973, which marked the American withdrawal from Vietnam,
came the so-called ‘Watergate Scandal’. President Richard Nixon was found guilty of spying on his
Democratic opponents during the presidential campaign and forced to resign in 1974. His successor,
the Republican Gerald Ford (1974-77), attempted to restore the confidence of the American people
in government, by making a clean breast of the past illegal actions of the FBI (Federal Bureau of
Investigation) and the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), the two main institutions in charge of
enforcing law and order in the United States. However, on the whole, the American people’s attitude
remained one of suspicion and hostility towards the government. There were hopes for change with
the election of the Democrat Jimmy Carter (1977-81). He initiated a policy of international détente,
which led to the Camp David peace agreement in 1978 between Egypt and Israel but failed in other
international crises, for example, when he resorted to an unsuccessful military attack to free American
hostages in Iran in 1979. Jimmy Carter’s struggle for peace obtained delayed recognition in 2002, when
he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1980, the Republicans returned to power with the election of Ronald Reagan (1981-89). During
his eight-year-long presidency, Reagan returned the country to conservatism. In his first term, he cut
spending on social services and increased military investments to boost the international dominance
of the US. He supported right-wing governments in various parts of the world and continued the Cold
War with the Soviet Union. During his second term he developed a policy of détente with the USSR and
its political leader Gorbachev. This policy led to the end of the Cold War (symbolised by the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989 under Reagan’s successor George Bush). Bush continued the military policy of his
predecessor and in 1991 the US headed the forces in the Gulf War, sanctioned by the UN, against the
Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein, who had invaded Kuwait, a small, oil-rich country in the Middle East.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1993 the Democrats returned to power with Bill Clinton as President; he was re-elected for a second
term in 1996. He introduced some mild welfare reform to help poorer families but was unable to set
up programs for the creation of new jobs because of strong opposition in Congress. His home policies
revealed how the Democrats, like the Republicans, had become dependent on powerful economic
lobbies and were therefore incapable of carrying out radical reform. Like his republican predecessors,
Clinton continued to support the US military role in the world through American participation in UN
and NATO interventions in the war started in 1991, which led to the dissolution of Yugoslavia and in
the Kosovo War (1998-99).
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The millennium opened with a very unstable situation both in home and foreign policy. The Republican
Party went back to power after a disputed presidential election in 2000 which eventually gave the
victory to George W. Bush. Fears of a new world conflict derived from ever more daring terrorist attacks.
In September 2001 the Twin Towers in New York collapsed under the attack of the Muslim group of Al
Qaeda. The attack shocked not only the American people but the whole world. Together with reactions
of sympathy and pity, however, this unprecedented event provoked a debate on the role America itself
had in it and a wave of anti-Americanism on the part of common people and intellectuals.
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7 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following statements.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

After the WWII, the US and the USSR became ................................... .
The United States developed a policy of ................................... .
The Marshall Plan provided economic aid to businesses and industries in ................................... .
The Cold War was characterised by an ................................... with the Soviet Union.
The ................................... was the beginning of US military support to contain communism.
In the 60s, the US started a military campaign against communist ................................... which
lasted till 1975.
John Kennedy’s short and problematic presidency ended with his ................................... .
In the 70s, the American presidency was involved in the ................................... .
American people’s attitude of suspicion and hostility towards the government did not decrease
under Nixon’s successor, ................................... .
The Democrat Jimmy Carter initiated a policy of ................................... .
The 1980s were characterised by the ................................... of Ronald Reagan.
In his first term he continued the ................................... with the Soviet Union.
During his second term he developed a policy of détente with the USSR which led to the end of the
Cold War and the fall of the ................................... in 1989.
Reagan’s successor, ..................................., continued the military policy of his predecessor in the
Gulf War of 1991.
The two-term presidency of Bill Clinton as President was characterised by ...................................
but the US military role in the world did not change.
The early part of the millennium is characterised by fears of a new world conflict derived from
................................... .

SOCIAL CONTEXT
A

In the UK

8 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Social Unrest • Transformation of Society under Thatcherism • Immigration •
A Multi-Cultural Society • The Family
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
From the 1950s onwards, British society had to face an influx of poor immigrants, first from the
Caribbean, then from India and Pakistan, following the disruption of the Commonwealth. Immigration
led to outbreaks of racism and also to unemployment and therefore the dependence of more and more
citizens on state subsidies, which in turn meant cuts in the provisions of the Welfare State, unable to
cope with the increasing demand. The last two years of the 60s were characterised by social unrest.
Unemployment continued to rise throughout the 1970s until, in the early 1980s, it passed the three
million mark. The worst affected areas were the North, Scotland and South Wales, the West Midlands
and Northern Ireland.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the 1980s, the social map of Britain was transformed by Thatcher’s view, which emphasised
individual entrepreneurial skills. The 80s quickly introduced a new discourse founded no longer on
class distinction but on the myth of money. The rigid frontiers between working class and middle and
upper classes were broken down in the commercial and financial world by the common pursuit of
wealth. The 80s saw the rise of the ‘yuppie’ (an abbreviation of Young Upwardly-mobile Professional)
phenomenon, referring to a young person who earned a lot of money in a job usually connected with
the financial markets in the City and enjoyed a fashionable way of life, driving a fast sports car, using
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a mobile telephone, a portable computer and other expensive modern goods. Wealth was mainly
concentrated in the South-East, around the London area.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The people who were unable to share the economic opportunities of the privileged joined the
increasing number of jobless and homeless, while criminality rose in towns and cities and problems of
drugs and urban violence intensified. Violence and vandalism spread in the run-down areas of large
cities, especially in the North, where young people felt deprived of opportunities in jobs and housing.
‘Hooliganism’ was the name given to a phenomenon of organised violence on the part of youths which
was often, but not only, associated with football; it showed its most brutal and violent face at the
Heysel stadium in Brussels where the Champions Cup Final was to be played between the English club
Liverpool and the Italian club Juventus in 1985. On that occasion, Liverpool hooligans caused the death
of 37 Italian fans.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The increasing availability to women of liberating education and more high-level job opportunities
further affected the already disrupted traditional family unit. The traditional social model of the
nuclear family, consisting of a married couple with children, collapsed and was substituted by an
increasing number of single-parent families or by the new extended family. Instead of the patriarchal
one, which included different generations, the new extended families also included children from
different marriages.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
While in the 80s there were appalling episodes of racist violence, in the 90s ethnic minorities seemed to
have slowly become integrated in Britain, which is now indisputably a multiracial society. Violent riots
still continued in the early 90s but they involved blacks and whites protesting together against high
youth unemployment. Large numbers of illegal immigrants from Asia, African countries, Middle East,
Eastern Europe is a problem that Britain is also facing together with all other European countries.

9 CHECKING KEY POINTS Complete the following statements.
Immigration from the Caribbean, then from India and Pakistan brought about outbreaks of
.................. and .................. .
2 The last two years of the 60s were characterised by ................... .
3 The areas worst affected by .................. were the North, Scotland and South Wales, the West
Midlands and .................. .
4 Under Thatcherism the class boundaries between the working class and middle and upper classes
were broken down by the common pursuit of .................. .
5 The negative counterpart of Thatcherism brought about an increasing number of .................. and
.................. .
6 Run-down areas of large cities were the theatre of .................., urban violence and vandalism.
7 The name given to a phenomenon of organised violence on the part of young people was
‘..................’ .
8 The traditional social model of the nuclear family was substituted by .................. families or by new
.................. families.
9 In the 90s .................. minorities became integrated in British society.
10 At the turn of the century .................. immigrants flocked to Britain from the East and Far East.
1
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B

In the US

10 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Society in the 50s and the American Dream • Black Movements • Social Unrest in the 60s •
Movements Against the Arms Race • American People Distrust in Government
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Fear of communism dominated American society between 1950 and 1960. The anti-communist witch
hunt of Senator McCarthy in the early 1950s violated the basic civil rights of many innocent people
and ruined their reputations. Notwithstanding civil turmoil, this period was characterised by an
unprecedented baby boom and the expansion of many public services, especially schools. American
people generally prospered during the 1950s, housing extended and large suburbs developed around
cities. Car ownership increased and people started to move from city centres to the suburbs. Television
became the leading form of entertainment. The ‘American Dream’, based on upward mobility acquired
through hard work, seemed to come true for many Americans for the first time. Anything that did not
conform with their version of this dream was strongly opposed.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the same period black American protest was channelled partly into the Civil Rights movement and
partly into the Black Power movement. The first was a non-violent movement, led by Martin Luther King
(1929-68). The second encouraged black Americans to reject white Western culture and retrace their
African roots. It espoused Islam and the use of arms for self-defence against the whites. Malcolm X, its
first leader, was assassinated in 1965. The Civil Rights movement also spread to American Indians, who
united in the American Indian Movement (AIM) to restore their original rights and culture.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Dissatisfaction with the establishment was voiced by the Beat Generation, who questioned conformist
and conservative suburban values and chose an alternative way of life. Dissatisfaction with conformism
was also voiced through music. One of the main features of the 60s was young people’s disillusionment
with traditional American values, which led to various forms of rebellion. Hippies and flower children
searched for a freer and simpler way of life, often through communal living. Civil Rights movements
gained strength and Anti-War movements developed. Colleges and students’ associations became the
centres of political activity against the war. In 1963 President John Kennedy was assassinated. In the
same year Martin Luther King delivered his famous speech ‘I have a dream’ and the Civil Rights Act
was passed in 1964. Student demonstrations and protest marches against the Vietnam war continued.
By 1968 they had taken the form of draft resistance, which took place throughout the States. Young
men even fled the country to avoid being called up for military service. In the same year Martin Luther
King and Robert Kennedy, John Kennedy’s brother and a presidential candidate, were assassinated.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The disastrous Vietnam War, the Watergate Scandal and the ensuing rise in inflation and
unemployment widened the gap between the American people and their government. The bicentennial
celebration of the Declaration of Independence in 1976, instead of restoring American patriotism,
proved an occasion for public protest against the government’s foreign and home policies. A national
movement against nuclear weapons developed with women at the forefront. The largest political
demonstration against the arms race in the history of the country took place in Central Park in New
York in 1982. Native Americans mounted their own protests. These were particularly evident during
the quincentennial celebrations of Columbus Day in 1992, when they denounced the crimes of Western
civilisation against their ancestors.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The gap between the American people and their government widened. Discontent also showed in
the people’s decreased participation in general and presidential elections. Only half of the population
turned out to vote when George Bush was elected, although his victory was described by the press as
‘overwhelming’. Opposition to government continued in the tradition of the protest movements of the
1960s. Although the American economy reached unprecedented heights during his presidency, and
unemployment remained very low, the increase in urban violence, in drug addiction and in the break-up
of marriages and families created a new counterculture of ‘unreported resistance’ among common people.
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11 CHECKING KEY POINTS Complete the following statements.
.................. dominated American society between 1950 and 1960.
2 The same period meant for a large part of the population the realisation of the ................... .
3 In the 60s, young people rejected traditional American .................. and the .................. policy of the
US.
4 Black people .................. gathered force fighting for .................. .
5 Martin Luther King preached .................. integration, while Malcolm X .................. Western culture.
6 The decade was also characterised by a number of ..................; leaders such as President John
Kennedy and .................. were assassinated.
7 The 1976 celebration of the Declaration of Independence sparked a public protest against the
government’s .................. .
8 American people got more and more disillusioned with the government and people’s participation
in .................. decreased.
9 The 80s were characterised by political demonstrations against .................. .
10 American economy .................. in the last years of the century but a form of resistance against the
government persisted among common people.
1

CULTURAL CONTEXT
12 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Radical Social Changes • Post-War Years • Questioning Scientific Discoveries • Technological Boom •
Different Class Values • The Spread of English Language
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The immediate post-war period saw an enormous increase in American influence over Great Britain:
television and movies combined to bring American English and the American way of life, as interpreted
by Hollywood, to a world audience. Not only books, music and films, but also food and clothes,
including blue-jeans, came from the US.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 60s became a turning point for culture in Britain as a consequence of the rapid social change.
It was a period of radical political protest, the blossoming of popular music which spread across the
world and the boom in new youth cultures celebrating freedom and self-expression in all fields: fashion,
music, cinema, television, painting. The 1960s were labelled ‘The Swinging Sixties’ for the sense of
freedom young people felt to have sex, to wear unusual clothes, and discuss new ideas. The centre of
it all was ‘Swinging London’ with Mary Quant and mini-skirts, the new music of The Beatles and The
Rolling Stones, the ‘new British cinema’, the drug culture. Youth groups appeared: the Teddy Boys
with deafening rock’n’roll music were followed by the Rockers with black leather jackets, the Mods in
smart suits and frilled shirts, the Hippies with their long hair and cult of peace and free love, and later
the Skinheads. In these years, there occurred a decided split between the generations which became
more marked as time went on with a general scorn for established norms and values. As a result of this
new liberalism, abortion law was reformed, and homosexual relations between consenting adults were
legalised.
In the 60s, England also became the centre of music when a rock group from Liverpool, The Beatles,
started composing rock music in 1963. It was a softer kind of rock which appealed to large audiences,
while another band, The Rolling Stones, favoured a harder version. The amount of fans who followed
these idols led to mass meetings called festivals. The cultural revolution also gave rise to the new
movement of Pop Art, but the most powerful evidence of intellectual and artistic renewal in Britain was
to be found in the cinema, where the film industry produced films of social satire and criticism. The
film production of the 60s came to be known as the ‘free cinema’, because of its realistic style, which
rejected convention.
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C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 1970s saw the increase of individualism and the rise of new social and political movements in
response to the dehumanising forces of bureaucracy and technology. The rapid social change caused
by these movements weakened the English class system and consequently the power of English
class accents. The very ‘posh’ accent of ex-public school men and women was no longer fashionable.
Thus RP (= received pronunciation) became levelled out to a general middle-class accent. The use
of modified RP became widely acceptable even in BBC broadcasts. Working-class culture came to be
admired in many ways, while upper-class behaviour was no longer seen as a desirable model to imitate.
The 1970s also saw numerous innovations: the rise of the neo-feminist movement of ‘Women’s lib’ (=
liberation), whose aim was a transformation of relations between the sexes and complete freedom and
equality for women, the birth of the first test tube baby in 1978, the founding of the Open University,
and the development of electronic technology.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Electronic technology had a big boost in the 1980s with the spread of personal computers and
satellite television. Notwithstanding government policy, Britain’s fashion, food and ways of life were
increasingly influenced by Europe, and by Italy in particular. Work was started on the Channel Tunnel
which would put a physical end to Britain’s insularity. There was even a Papal visit in 1982. Technology
continued to develop and was to have a disconcerting influence. The British became addicted to home
videos and satellite TV, joined the cyberworld of the Internet and spent a lot of time surfing the web.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Thatcher’s cuts in funding to universities produced a ‘brain drain’ mainly towards the US. However
there were some important achievements both in theoretical and applied science. In 1997, a startling
but highly controversial scientific achievement was the cloning of a sheep by Dr Ian Wilmut in
Scotland. The event sparked a debate around the world about the legal and ethical implications of the
new technology, a debate which continued to hit the headlines as cloning was applied to human beings.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The spread of English intensified with the worldwide distribution of television programmes and
advertising via satellite broadcasting. The global influence of English can be measured first by the
number of English words which have invaded other languages throughout the world and, secondly, by
the fact that English is today the international language of technology, business, trade, finance, sport,
communications and all diplomatic exchanges.

13 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
After the war British culture was influenced by American culture.
2 The 60s was a decade when young people savoured a deep sense of freedom
in many areas.
3 The various youth groups which appeared in the 60s were not interested in music.
4 The cultural revolution of the 60s affected art and the cinema.
5 Pacifist movements developed in the 70s.
6 ‘Women’s lib’ was a neo-feminist movement of the 70s which advocated equality
between the sexes.
7 The 70s saw a re-evaluation of working-class culture.
8 The 80s was a decade of technological development and closer relations with Europe.
9 The 90s saw a decrease in interest in the cyberworld in favour of reading.
10 There were no achievements in science because of Thatcher’s cuts in funding
to universities.
11 Today the English language is spoken all over the world in a variety of accents.
1
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF LITERATURE
A

In the UK

General features
14 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
New Trends • The Booker Prize and the International Novel •
Literature and the Market • Poetry • Theatre
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the second half of the 20th century the panorama of British literature widened its scope and themes
due to the contributions of post-colonial writers who chose to reside in Britain. It was characterised
by the merging of genres and various forms of hybridisation and pastiche under the influence of PostModernism. An increasing number of writers excelled in more than one genre, but the novel remained
the most popular.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Fiction, poetry and drama could not escape the laws of profit and loss. A number of new literary
prizes were established in the last two decades of the millennium, substantially increasing the
quantity already in existence. They were sponsored by publishers, bookshop chains, newspapers and
magazines, theatres, associations, banks, commercial and business companies, and so on. Literature
was revitalised and a large number of interesting new writers came to the forefront. All sorts of writing
courses in journalism were offered to eager aspirant writers throughout Britain.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Booker Prize is the best-known literary award for fiction in Britain. Although it was initiated as
long ago as 1969, it rose to fame in 1980 when the award became a widely publicised TV ceremony.
Ever since, the Booker has strongly influenced readers’ choices. The competition is open to citizens
of Britain, the Commonwealth (i.e., Canada, India, Australia, South Africa), the Irish Republic,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The sole significant exception is the United States. Although the Booker
Prize is basically a commercial enterprise, it attracts and helps to give voice to writers of the former
British Empire. Its history shows that since about 1980, the ‘English novel’ has been replaced by the
‘novel published in Britain’ or the ‘international novel’; in other words, British fiction has widened to
accommodate a variety of nationalities, a multiplicity of different ways of being and of writing English,
and new feminist energies.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 1960s, poetry suddenly became important to students and young people as it started to voice
the mood of the age. As had happened in America in the 1950s, it was publicly read in pubs, on the
seashore and in parks. It combined with other art forms, including improvised theatre, jazz and folk
music, and became TV-friendly reaching large audiences. The emphasis shifted to spoken rather
than written poetry and the poetry of counter-culture became as powerful as literary poetry. Before
the 1980s, new publishers oriented the publishing of poetry in Britain away from London, publishing
a notable crop of younger writers, often with a regional focus and later including poets who are not
nationally English. Their poetic output in ‘alternative varieties of English’ has strong regional or racial
affiliations and identifications. This accounts for the outstanding plurality and diversity of the voices in
contemporary poetry.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The new nature of Britain as a multicultural society has brought about two kinds of transformation in
the theatre. First, companies have started to use a racially-mixed cast; all-black casts are not unusual.
Secondly, a wider variety of theatrical languages has been introduced on the stage, drawing on West
Indian and Asian traditions. International theatre festivals have also increased internationalism,
especially Europeanisation.
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15 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
British literature of the second half of the 20th century also includes 1.................. writers. The influence
of Post-Modernism favours the 2.................. of genres. Though many writers excel in more than one
genre, the novel is still the most 3.................. . The development of British literature in the last two
decades was revitalised by an increase of literary 4.................. sponsored by publishers, bookshop
chains, newspapers and magazines, theatres, and various associations and commercial 5.................. .
The prize which is most influential on readers’ choices is The 6.................. Prize which was initiated
in 1969 but became famous in 1980, when the award had a widely publicised 7.................. ceremony.
The prize has also favoured writers of the former British 8.................. who took up their proper place
in English literature. Poetry has attracted more and more young people and often combines with
other art forms, emphasising the 9.................. aspect rather than the written aspect. The theatre too
has introduced a variety of voices including West Indian and 10.................. traditions and companies
have started to use a 11.................. cast and even all-black 12.................. . Internationalism, especially
Europeanisation, was also favoured by international theatre 13.................. .

Fiction
16 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Legacy of Modernism • The Novel in the 50s • The Post-War Novel • Main Post-Modern Trends •
Post-Modernism • Post-Modernism and Tradition • The Revival of English Fiction • The International
Novel • Feminist Fiction • Irish Fiction • Present Trends and Themes
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The emotional response to the psychological and material destruction of the war is the unifying thread
of different types of novels which appeared in its immediate aftermath. The work of writers who were
already well established before the war took on a more sombre tone and either voiced the need to
find new meaning in a shattered world or warned against further social disruption. Graham Greene
(1904-91), who had converted to Catholicism in his youth, deepened his concern for religious and
moral issues and raised questions of ‘good’ and ‘evil’. A very prolific writer until the end of his long life,
he later varied his output, which includes spy stories and thrillers, scripts for film and television and
short stories. George Orwell (1903-1950) was the most politically committed novelist of the period. All
his novels express social and political concern as in Animal Farm (1945), an allegorical satire on the
Russian Revolution and Soviet communism, and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1948), a nightmarish picture
of a future under totalitarian regimes which was a warning against the dangers of totalitarianism. World
War II also had a strong impact on the work of two Anglo-Irish women novelists, Elizabeth Bowen
(1899-1973) and Rebecca West (1892-1983) whose reputation had already been well-established
before the war. World War II is also the focus for the sequence of twelve novels A Dance to the Music
of Time (1951-75) by Anthony Powell (1905-2000), which span from the 20s to the 50s.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A number of younger writers also revived traditional fiction like Angus Wilson (1913-91) a master in
the short story genre and witty novels. Another traditional writer was Iris Murdoch (1919-99) who
investigated philosophical themes in her novels and Muriel Spark (1918-2006), who voiced moral
concern in an ironic and comic vein. Her The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1961) was turned into a
successful film. Neo-Realism was another phenomenon of the 1950s and particularly associated with
a group known as the ‘Angry Young Men’, writers, both novelists and playwrights, who expressed the
disillusionment of young graduates from the working or lower middle classes unable to identify with
the values of the new social class they had entered. Theirs was a literature of protest, which described
their search for identity in a rapidly changing society. The most successful novel of this kind was
Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis (1922-96), a comic account of the blunders of a working-class student
in one of the new universities built after the war to extend opportunities for academic education to a
wider cross-section of society.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A far as the modernist trend was concerned Finnegans Wake (1939) by James Joyce seemed to have
marked the limit of experimentation, but in the 50s the innovative fictional monologues of Samuel
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Beckett revived the interest in experimentation with narrative technique and interior monologue.
Lawrence Durrell (1912-90) shows clear influences of the modernist tradition both in the themes
and in the narrative technique as well as the experimental novel A Clockwork Orange (1962) by
Anthony Burgess (1917-93). Modernist influences are clearly detectable in Nobel Prize winner William
Golding (1911-93). His novels (Lord of the Flies, 1954; Pincher Martin, 1957; Free Fall, 1959;
Rites of Passage, 1980; The Paper Men, 1984) are traditionally organised, yet innovative in narrative
technique with shifting points of view and exciting in their range of settings, their use of symbolism
and their exploration of profound moral and metaphysical questions, such as evil in human nature.
Paul Scott (1920-78) was a realistic novelist who made use of stream of consciousness techniques to
present events and issues from a multiplicity of points of view. As regards themes, Scott belongs to the
Anglo-Indian tradition which reaches back through E. M. Forster to Kipling.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 50s a revived form of Modernism, or Post-Modernism, began to make its presence felt in Europe,
the United States and Latin America and, reached its peak in the 80s. Like Modernism it emphasised
fragmentation as a feature of 20th-century art and culture, but while the modernist longed to find
ways of re-establishing connections to tradition and find a centre of meaning (for example through
myth), Post-Modernism accepted fragmentation and considered the absence of a centre of meaning
and of a fixed system of belief very liberating. Another key difference between the two movements is
the difference in attitude to ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture. Modernists privileged ‘high’ culture with classical
references. Post-modernists did not put any art forms on a pedestal and combined the everyday
aspects of popular culture with the so called ‘high’ art. This hybridation is one of the most striking
features of the post-modern movement.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
One post-modern trend in fiction was that of fantasy, in which imaginary worlds were created in the
manner of myths, legends, folk tales and fairy stories. A very popular example of this type of fantasy
is the trilogy of J. R. Tolkien (1892-1973) The Lord of the Rings (1954-55), which was turned into
a film in 2001 with a sequel in 2002. Fantasy novels often comment on reality through the use of
symbolism or allegory. However, they are actually realistic because they are plausible and coherent
narratives, their characters are credible and they indirectly comment on real issues. In the late 70s,
fantasy developed into a trend called ‘magic realism’, which represents the imaginary, the improbable
and the fantastic in a realistic and rational way. This trend is exemplified by Italo Calvino in Italy
and in England by the early works of Angela Carter (1940-92), who made use of the bizarre and the
marvellous to challenge the traditional fixity of women’s role in fiction and in life with an eye on social
satire. Another post-modern trend focused on an analysis of the nature of fiction and its construction.
Notable example of these reflexive novels are The French Lieutenant’s Woman (1969) by John
Fowles (1926-2005) and Nice Work (1988) by David Lodge (b. 1935). Post-modernist attention to
all forms of culture accounts for the consideration given to post-colonial themes. Jean Rhys (18901979) re-wrote the story of a marginal character in Charlotte’s Brontë Jane Eyre from a post-colonial
perspective in Wide Sargasso Sea (1966).
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
British novel-writing showed signs of revitalisation at the beginning of the 80s. Tom Sharpe (19282013) aimed his satire at the English upper classes and the public schools. Humorous satire was
taken up by Jonathan Coe (b. 1961). Crime fiction was revived by P. D. James (1920-2014) and Ruth
Rendell (1930-2015). Bruce Chatwin (1940-89) wrote fascinating books that lie in an area between
travel accounts and fiction, like The Songlines (1987), where he links elements of autobiography
into a narrative of Australian Aboriginal myth. Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting (1993), a novel which
immediately won cult status, gave an unexpected twist to the tradition of Scottish fiction.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Some younger post-modern writers turned more and more to the grotesque, exploring the perverse
and the forbidden like Martin Amis (b. 1949), the son of Kingsley Amis. Other novelists modified
historical events with fantasy in a comic, satirical tone, like Salman Rushdie (b. 1947) in Midnight’s
Children. Rushdie’s themes are connected with the modern history of India, with identity and
migration, with the conflict between secular and religious views of the world. Graham Swift (b.
1949) in Waterland (1983) implanted magic realism in a regional English setting. He is one of the
most famous contemporary English novelists and won the Booker Prize in 1996 with Last Orders.
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New writers tended to explore the limits of narrative devices in the attempt to convey a sense of
contemporary crisis or to reproduce the many contradictory facets of reality. Experimental techniques
mixing fact and fiction are used, for example, by Julian Barnes (b. 1946) in A History of the World.
Jeanette Winterson (b. 1959) mingles history and fantasy in The Passion (1987) and Sexing the
Cherry (1989), while she explores sexual ambiguity and love in Written on the Body (1992). The
great English literary tradition continued to be present and active in many post-modern novels
through intertextuality. The 18th-century author Laurence Sterne with his atypical fictional work,
Tristram Shandy was very influential not only on the structure of Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children but
on a number of contemporary novelists. Another leading novelist-critic, A. S. Byatt (b. 1936), made
extremely skillful use of traditional literary forms in her book, Possession (1990), a very intellectual
novel which displays the academic formation of its author in a dazzling variety of literary styles, from
the Gothic novel and Victorian poetry to modernist narrative techniques, but it is also a well-told
literary thriller which can be enjoyed by all readers.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Distinctive Irish themes are voiced in the novels of William Trevor (1928-2016) and Roddy Doyle (b.
1958). Trevor has a long record of successful fiction about a variety of themes from provincial Ireland
to London suburbs, from the world of school to the Troubles in Ulster; he portrays human relationships
with great skill and understanding as he shows in Felicia’s Journey (1994). Doyle depicts the sad
and comic aspects of young people and family life, as in Paddy Clarke Ah Ah Ah (1993), against a
background of suburban Dublin, while in A Star Called Henry (1999) he investigates Ireland’s history
through the eyes of a growing child.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The final important development in the post-war period was the rise of the so-called ‘feminist novel’ of
which Doris Lessing (1919-2013) was a leading exponent. Her first novels deal with the colonial and
post-colonial experience, a recurrent theme in post-war fiction, especially in writers born in former
colonies. The Grass Is Singing (1950) is set in Rhodesia, where she lived till 1949, and deals with
the problem of racialism. Her later works show a variety of interests: the position of women in a man’s
world, social matters, and especially in the position of black people under white rule, and an interest
in narrative technique. In her sequence of novels Children of Violence (1952-69) she uses various
narrative techniques, from the realism of the first novel to the fantasy and magic realism of the last. In
her later novels, all the main trends mingle in an organic and original synthesis, which makes her one
of the outstanding British novelists of this period. The new feminist writers were not only interested
in portraying female sensitivity, but also in questioning women’s position and finding new and more
appropriate ways of expressing themselves which were specific to them.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The multicultural Britain of the Thatcher years produced a real ‘international novel’. A considerable
number of bi-cultural or pluri-cultural novelists based in England emerged. Their works often draw
on different traditions and forms of experience. An outstanding example are the novels of Kazuo
Ishiguro (b. 1954) whose most successful novel, The Remains of the Day, is about an English butler
who submits his personal feelings to duty, following a near-Japanese code of behaviour. It won the
Booker Prize in 1989 and was turned into a film in 1994. Ben Okri (b. 1959) explores the identity of
Nigeria, his home country, in The Famished Road, which won the Booker Prize in 1991. Other popular
multicultural novelists are The West Indian Caryl Philips (b. 1958), the Guyanan-born Fred D’Aguiar
(b. 1960) and Hanif Kureishi (b. 1954).
K ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Exploration of the past seems to be a predominant concern in contemporary British fiction. Historical
themes are very frequent. They focus on World War I and II, the Holocaust, the dissolution of the
Empire, the post-colonial world, the crisis of Ireland. Other recurrent themes are the war between
the sexes, the battle between generations, feminist self-discovery, the disintegration of the family,
child abuse. Childhood is the central theme of Nick Hornby’s (b. 1957) About a Boy (1998) which was
turned into a successful film in 2002, while Louis de Bernières’s (b. 1954) Captain Corelli’s Mandolin
(1994), also turned into a film (2001), focuses on World War II.
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17 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Match the name of the writer (1-8) to the appropriate
description (a-h).
1 £ Muriel Spark
a) Catholic writer, concerned with religious and moral issues, also wrote
spy stories and thrillers.
2 £ Angus Wilson
b) politically committed novelist, voiced social and political concern.
3 £ Graham Greene
c) depicted the impact of war at home from an upper-class point of view.
4 £ Anthony Powell
d) revived the historical novel.
5 £ George Orwell
e) wrote a sequence of novels on World War II.
6 £ Rebecca West
f) master in the short story genre and witty novels.
7 £ Elizabeth Bowen
g) investigated philosophical themes.
8 £ Iris Murdoch
h) voiced moral concern in an ironic and comic vein.
18 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the table in note form.
1

2
3

Neo-Realism
definition: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
author and novel: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Modernist Influences
main authors: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Post-Modernism
definition: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
main authors: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

19 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Summarise in note form the main features of the following
writers.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Martin Amis: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Salman Rushdie: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Graham Swift: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Julian Barnes: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Jeanette Winterson: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A. S. Byatt: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
William Trevor: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Roddy Doyle: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

20 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following statements.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Doris Lessing was a leading exponent of the post-war new development of ...................................
writing.
The themes of Doris Lessing’s novels range from colonial and post-colonial experience to
................................... .
The range of her narrative technique includes realism and ................................... .
The ................................... writers were concerned in finding new and more appropriate ways of
expressing themselves.
The ................................... novel developed in the Thatcher years.
Significant representative of the international novel are ..................................., ...................................,
..................................., ................................... and ................................... .
Popular younger novelists today include ................................... and ................................... .
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Poetry
21 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
The Movement and The Group • Post-War Poetry • Two Outstanding Poets • An Irish Nobel Prize •
The ‘Pop’ Poetry Movement • West Indian-British Poetry • Women Poets • Social Realistic Poetry •
Scottish, Welsh And Irish Poetry in English
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In post-war poetry the distinction between poetry as high art and as a popular cultural form was
maintained. W. H. Auden was still writing poetry in the US, where he had emigrated in 1939. His most
notable work of this period was The Age of Anxiety (1948). It is set in a New York bar where four
characters are drawn together by their common loneliness; but they are trapped within their anxiety
and unable to break through their isolation. The title of this work became emblematic of the human
condition in the 20th-century.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 1950s a number of poets – Philip Larkin (1922-85), Kingsley Amis (1922-96), Donald Davie
(1922-95), John Wain (1925-94) and Thom Gunn (1929-2004) – became known as the ‘Movement’.
They rejected both what they saw as the obscure experimentalism of the modernists of the early part
of the 20th century, and what they saw as the sometimes incomprehensible self-indulgence of Dylan
Thomas and his admirers. They wrote poems which were rational and comprehensible and presented
contemporary life in intelligible language and traditional verse forms. The outstanding Movement poet
was Larkin. He wrote about everyday incidents and emotions, usually in urban or suburban settings.
His sad poems earned the admiration of the critics and did much to win back those potential readers of
poetry who had been alienated by Modernism. In the same period other poets, including George MacBeth
(1932-92), Philip Hobsbaum (1932-2005), known as the ‘Group’, expressed a note of radical protest .
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 1960s were notable for the emergence of two outstanding figures, Sylvia Plath (1932-63) and Ted
Hughes (1930-98) who were husband and wife. The former was American but lived in England during
her marriage. She often used her personal life to explore the meaning of the modern world. The latter
is often described as a neo-Romantic poet. His early poems owe much to both D. H. Lawrence and
Dylan Thomas. They are Romantic in the view of the poet as a visionary who can cure modern man of
his ills, in the importance attached to imagination, the unconscious and feelings, in the use of legend
and myth and in the originality and richness of the imagery. What is distinctive about Hughes is his
preoccupation with violence and savagery in nature and the liberties he takes with syntax and verse
form to express this.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The decade also saw the explosion of poetry in ‘performance’. The pop music scene and the fashion for
Liverpool-based rock groups help to explain the main characteristics and popularity of the Liverpool
Poets, Brian Patten (b. 1946), Roger McGough (b. 1937), Adrian Henri (1932-2000). They were part of
the ‘Pop’ Poetry movement of the 60s and wrote poems about topical issues such as the atomic bomb
and the Vietnam War, essentially for public performance and often with a musical accompaniment.
Their anthology The Mersey Sound (1967) was the best-selling book of British poetry in the last
decades of the 20th century. Pop culture joined forces with underground culture, that is, art produced
outside the mainstream of tradition and often in open defiance of it. After the American Beat poets,
they voiced social and political dissent and continued to attract younger audiences and to threaten
traditional poetic norms.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The outstanding voice of the 70s was the Ulster poet Seamus Heaney (1939-2013), one of the bestknown Irish poets who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1995. As with Hughes, by whom he was much
influenced, his childhood and the landscape of home are recurrent themes, and his language is equally
rich and occasionally equally impenetrable. His main concerns are with Irish myth and history and its
political situation – in particular the Anglo-Irish conflict over Northern Ireland. The sequence of ten
Glanmore Sonnets which lies at the centre of Field Work (1979) shows that Heaney feels indebted to
the English lyric tradition. He revived the form again in The Haw Lantern (1987), which contains a
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moving sonnet-sequence about his mother’s death. Another key figure of the 70s was Douglas Dunn
(b. 1942), who comes from a Scottish rural working-class background and voices national themes.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The poet Robert Crawford (b. 1959) deals with Scottish topics and, together with W. N. Herbert
(b. 1961),was an influential figure in the regeneration of the Scottish cultural and political scene. Tony
Curtis (b. 1946) is the most prominent of a young of Anglo-Welsh poets. Almost all new Irish poets face
the political dilemmas of modern Ireland, but also write about a variety of other topics. Paul Durcan
(b. 1944) reveals mystical, surrealist, and facetious aspects. Eavan Boland (1944-2020) takes on
themes of Irish identity, writing about history and the marginalization of women. Ciaran Carson (19482019) is concerned with the urban landscape of Belfast. Paul Muldoon (b. 1951) is a great story-teller
and clearly at home in the Irish language. Matthew Sweeney (1952-2018) describes contemporary
landscapes including the golf courses, lighthouses, cold seas and low mountains of Donegal.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the multicultural Britain of the 80s, a major figure in black British writing is Linton Kwesi Johnson
(b. 1952). Born in Jamaica, he came to London in 1963, where he became involved in the Black
Panther movement. He wrote poems of protest that he performed with musical accompaniment based
on reggae rhythms. David Dabydeen (b. 1955), born in British Guyana, writes about the multicultural
realities of British society. He observed that “In the 1970s and in the 1980s Britain became the third
largest West Indian island after Jamaica and Trinidad.” Fred D’Aguiar (b. 1960) is a British-Guyanese
poet, novelist and playwright. His poetry represents a search for a different national identity while
working within the English language.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
By the 1980s, Britain had long lost its ‘imperial dream’. The post-colonial Englishman had to become
aware of another reality. The new British poetry responded to the imperatives of the times: its modes
were largely social and realistic. The poet Peter Reading (1946-2011) in his sequence Perduta Gente
(1989) contrasts the lives of the haves and the have-nots, draws inspiration from brutal, racist, urban,
violence, and writes in a style which is necessarily far from genteel. The Welshman Duncan Bush
(1946-2017) responds in poetry to the 1984 miners’ strike. In fact, the inseparability of poetry from
politics is another important feature of the new poetry.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The traditional conviction that women do not write great poetry accounts for the scanty handful
of poems written by women which were included in the most important anthologies of English
contemporary verse in the 60s and 70s. But thanks to feminist criticism, which examines literature
with a new awareness of female and male stereotypes, a remarkable number of women poets attracted
public attention and proved that their talent and skill are no less than those of male poets. In the 80s
and 90s a whole range of women poets began to establish themselves, in part through a number of
anthologies. Not all women poets are willing to be described as feminist, but all reject the old female
stereotypes. The variety of forms and subject matter in which they write is astonishing and is partly
determined by their racial and cultural background. Carol Ann Duffy (born 1955) is a feminist public
voice, an outstanding poet. who became poet laureate in 2009.
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2 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

In post-war poetry the distinction between poetry as high art and as a popular
cultural form disappeared.
W. H. Auden’s influential book The Age of Anxiety was written before the war.
The Movement was against experimentalism and included poets who wrote rational
and comprehensible poems depicting contemporary life in traditional verse forms.
Larkin was a leading poet of the Movement.
The poets of the Group expressed radical protest like the Angry Young Men.
In the 60s no outstanding poets emerged.
Sylvia Plath explores the meaning of the modern world through her personal experience.
Ted Hughes rejected Romantic influences.
Hughes was deeply interested in nature.
Hughes only used very traditional forms of verse.
Poetry in performance was a typical feature of the 60s.
The Liverpool Poets were influenced by the Pop-music scene.
The poems of The Mersey Sound did not deal with serious themes.
Seamus Heaney is an English poet who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1995.
Childhood and the landscape are recurrent themes in Seamus Heaney’s poetry.
Heaney writes in a very simple language.
Douglas Dunn’s poems deal with class and nationalism.
The revival of Scottish poetry was due to Robert Crawford and W. N. Herbert.
Tony Curtis is another outstanding Scottish poet.
Paul Durcan, Eavan Boland, Ciaran Carson, Paul Muldoon, Matthew Sweeney founded
a movement for the revival of Irish poetry.
Linton Kwesi Johnson, David Dabydeen, Fred D’Aguiar are West Indian-British poets.
They all write protest poems with musical accompaniment based on reggae rhythms.
The poet Peter Reading deals with social differences and brutal, racist, urban, violence.
Recent developments in poetry show a tendency to shun political concerns.
The 80s and 90s saw a flourishing of women poets.
Women poets in the 1990s all are militant feminists.
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23 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Group the names of the poets under the relevant label.
John Wain • Brian Patten • Philip Larkin • Kingsley Amis • Philip Hobsbaum • Donald Davie •
Roger McGough • Thom Gunn • Adrian Henri • George MacBeth
1
2
3

The Movement: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Group: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Liverpool Poets: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

24 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Group the names of the poets under the relevant label.
Douglas Dunn • Tony Curtis • Seamus Heaney • Linton Kwesi Johnson • Robert Crawford •
David Dabydeen • Tony Curtis • Fred D’Aguiar • Ciaran Carson • Robert Crawford • Paul Muldoon •
W. N. Herbert • Paul Durcan • Matthew Sweeney • Eavan Boland
1
2
3
4

Scottish: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Welsh: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Irish: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
West Indians: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Drama
25 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
Modernism and the Theatre • Kitchen-Sink Drama • Post-War Theatre • Anger in Drama •
The Theatre of the Absurd • Social Realism • Influence of Absurdist Drama • Companies and
Playhouses • Modern Acting and Directors • Irish and Scottish Theatres • Television and Cinema
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
It was traditional drama that continued to dominate theatre in the decades after the war in the form
of realistic plays dealing with social issues, in the tradition of Ibsen and G. B. Shaw. One of the most
original dramatists was Terence Rattigan (1911-77) whose The Winslow Boy (1946) is an indictment
of the hypocrisy which dominated British society.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Modernism, which had made such an impact on the English novel and in poetry in the earlier part of
the century, had to wait until after World War II before it made a similar impact on the English theatre.
As with James Joyce in the case of the novel, the most influential figure in the field of drama was an
expatriate Irishman, Samuel Beckett (1906-1989). August 3, 1955 was a milestone in the English
theatre. On that day Samuel Beckett’s play Waiting for Godot, which had already caused such a stir in
its French version in Paris, was performed for the first time in English at the Arts Theatre in London,
creating a great sensation. Waiting for Godot and Beckett’s other best-known plays, not only gave
powerful expression to modern man’s despair in his search for meaning in life, they also completely
revolutionised dramatic theory and practice. Their sparse plot, unrealistic setting, illogical and
inconsequential language, and their puzzling characters engaged in futile and nonsensical actions, all
contradicted traditional dramatic conventions. The overall effect was one of bewilderment in the face
of existential meaninglessness.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Beckett’s revolutionary version of theatrical experience, or the ‘Theatre of the Absurd’ as it became
known, stood in marked contrast to what audiences had become accustomed to on the European
stage for centuries. While traditional theatre purported to represent life in precisely defined social
contexts, the Theatre of the Absurd seemed to reflect the world of dreams and the nightmares of
the subconscious mind. While a traditional play was judged by the skill, depth and realism of its
characterisation and dialogue, the Theatre of the Absurd seemed to abandon any attempt at achieving
either. What it did manage to achieve was to show that a play can express ideas irrationally through the
moods, emotions and imagery it evokes from the audience.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Another play which was almost as revolutionary as Waiting for Godot was Look Back in Anger (1956)
by John Osborne (1929-94). The play was produced in May 1956, by a new company, the English Stage
Company, at their theatre, the Royal Court, in Sloane Square, London, which was to become the cradle
of a revival in realistic British drama. From a formal point of view there is nothing remarkable about
Look Back in Anger, but its hero, Jimmy Porter, seemed to speak out the anger and frustration of the
post-war generation of young people who had rejected their parents’ middle-class values and way of
life. The phrase ‘Angry Young Men’, inspired by Osborne’s play, became current at the time and was
applied to a number of writers who, in fact, had little in common beyond their anger.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In theatre, the phrase ‘Kitchen-Sink Drama’ was also applied to the genre of new plays written in the
wake of Look Back in Anger’s success: for example Roots (1959) by Arnold Wesker (1932-2016) and
A Taste of Honey (1958) by Shelagh Delaney (b. 1939). They shared a number of features: domestic
working-class settings, rebellious central characters, social and political concern, naturalistic language
based on non-standard speech or dialect. Many of them were performed by the English Stage Company
at the Royal Court Theatre.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
At the same time, in the late 50s and early 60s, Harold Pinter (1930-2008) was making a reputation as
a highly talented dramatist in the tradition of the Theatre of the Absurd established by Beckett. Like
Beckett’s, Pinter’s plays, particularly his early ones – The Room (1957), The Dumb Waiter (1957),
The Birthday Party (1958), The Caretaker (1960) – are distinguished by irrational events and
Pagina fotocopiabile esclusivamente per uso didattico © 2020, Loescher Editore - Torino

82

inconsequential conversation. But, while Beckett’s preoccupation is with the existential questions of
the human condition, Pinter seems more interested in the irrational impulses in human relationships.
He was probably the most influential of contemporary playwrights. His highly original style of dialogue,
labelled ‘Pinteresque’, has been widely imitated. Tom Stoppard (b. 1937) followed in Beckett’s and
Pinter’s footsteps and also learned lessons from the Italian playwright Pirandello in his early plays, as
for instance in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (1966). He also developed his own highly
original style based on linguistic virtuosity, wit, and a range of political and philosophical interests. His
brilliant use of literary pastiche made him a forerunner of Post-Modernism. He also moved closer to
realistic theatre in some plays and his very prolific production continues with unabated vitality also in
the cinema.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Censorship of the theatre, which had been imposed in 1737, was abolished in 1968 and a number of
new dramatists, representing a variety of traditions, established reputations. On the one hand, there
were exponents of the Comedy of Manners inspired by Oscar Wilde (Noël Coward), on the other, there
were socialist playwrights partly influenced by the German dramatist Bertolt Brecht (1898-1956).
In the 80s and early 90s a group of left-wing playwrights, wrote plays in the trend of social realism,
conveying strong criticism of the ethics of Thatcherism, of British institutions and capitalism. Although
not politically committed, Caryl Churchill (b. 1938), a woman playwright, also commented on the social
impact of Thatcher’s Government in Serious Money (1987).
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The theatrical revival of the 60s and 70s fostered a new style of acting, less flamboyant and more in
keeping with how people actually behave outside the theatre. The need for flexibility, and the influence
of the Theatre of the Absurd, ousted naturalistic stage design in favour of emptier sets and more
symbolic scenery. The importance of the director has increased greatly, which has sometimes induced
playwrights like Pinter and Stoppard to produce their own plays or to work in close collaboration with
the director. Among the younger generation of actors, no one has yet taken the leading position that
belonged to Laurence Olivier (1907-89) or John Gielgud (1904-2000). Kenneth Branagh has achieved
international fame, but his name is mainly connected with innovative film versions, and not stage
productions, of Shakespeare’s plays.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 1980s, the drastic cuts enforced by the Thatcher administration conditioned the policy of
the main British theatres. The Royal Shakespeare Company and the Royal National Theatre, which
in the past had been the principal sponsors of new work, became increasingly inclined to produce
either plays by well-known writers of the past – Shakespeare, Wilde, Shaw, and so on – or plays by a
handful of contemporary classic playwrights, such as Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter, Tom Stoppard,
or the American Arthur Miller. Fortunately, a few smaller playhouses are still dedicated to presenting
new plays. The Royal Court Theatre in London introduced many of the best-known writers of today,
including John Osborne in the 50s, David Hare and Caryl Churchill in the 70s, Hanif Kureishi and
Timberlake Wertenbaker in the 80s.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Television, especially Channel Four which started broadcasting in 1982, and cinema proved willing
to produce original work. This is the reason why so many playwrights have become writers for these
two media, often with very good results in TV plays, such as Alan Bennett’s Talking Heads (1987),
or Hanif Kureishi’s My Beautiful Laundrette, a film which was commissioned by Channel Four
Television.
K ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Irish theatre is well represented by the much-admired playwright Brian Friel (1929-2015), who
deals with themes of the past and present history of Ireland. The most promising playwright of the
younger generation is Frank McGuinness (b. 1953). Edinburgh’s Traverse Theatre encourages young
Scots playwrights by presenting their new plays.
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26 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS What playwrights do the following statements refer to?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

He has written plays in the tradition of the Comedy of Manners: ����������������������������������������������������������
He is the main British representative of the Theatre of the Absurd: �����������������������������������������������������
His plays follow the Absurdist tradition and are characterised by a highly original style of dialogue:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
They are popular screenplay writers: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Their plays are described as ‘Kitchen-Sink Drama’: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
His most popular play gave voice to the rebellious young people of the post-war generation:
.......................................................................................................................................................................
He is a promising Irish playwright of the younger generation: ���������������������������������������������������������������
His plays show the influence of the Theatre of the Absurd and are characterised by linguistic
virtuosity and wit: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
He is today’s most outstanding Irish playwright: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Her plays comment on the social impact of Thatcher’s Government: ����������������������������������������������������

27 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

B

Traditional theatre continued to dominate British scenes after the war.
Modernism had no impact on the English theatre.
The Theatre of the Absurd overthrew the traditional conventions of the theatre.
Look Back in Anger also departed from the traditional formal aspects of drama.
Kitchen-Sink Drama used naturalistic language based on non-standard speech or dialect.
Pinter’s plays deal with the same themes as Beckett’s.
Absence of political and philosophical interest is a common feature of modernist drama.
End of censorship favoured the development of the theatre.
A number of left-wing playwrights voiced strong criticism of the ethics of Thatcherism.
A new style of acting developed in the 60s and 70s.
The importance of directors decreased.
In the 80s the Royal Shakespeare Company and the Royal National Theatre
increasingly sponsored new work.
Television, particularly Channel Four, produces original work.
Both the Irish theatre and Scottish theatre are very active.
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F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F
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F

T

F

In the US

Fiction
28 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The Beats • Fiction after the War • The Southern Literary Renaissance •
New fiction of the 60s and 70s • Jewish Writers • Black Fiction • The Emergence of Women Writers •
Realism and Post-Modernism • Multicultural Fiction • Native Americans • Women Writers
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
When the conflict was over, a long list of war-based novels appeared, written in the realistic tradition.
They brought home the horror of the war both on a physical and psychological level, besides
highlighting the heroic aspect of war. The label ‘realism’ was applied to a great number of diverse
novels: the prodigious best-seller, The Catcher in the Rye (1951) by J. D. Salinger (1919-2010) whose
protagonist voices the rebelliousness of American teenagers in the 50s or On the Road (1956), the cult
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book by Beat novelist Jack Kerouac (1922-69), a modern picaresque novel based on the author’s real
journeys and adventures across America which defies conventional middle-class conservative values
and lifestyle.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Beats were an anti-establishment group of young writers, based in the San Francisco of the 50s.
They questioned the symbols and values of the conservative and intolerant middle class for whom the
American Dream had become true in the form of affluence, social success and a house in the suburbs.
Besides Jack Kerouac, two other novelists were related to the Movement, William Burroughs (191597) and Norman Mailer (1923-2007) as well as several poets and the black playwright LeRoi Jones.
The Beats chose an alternative way of life, rejected traditional literary conventions and developed new
styles for fiction and poetry. They were influenced by Zen Buddhism, the rhythms of jazz, and used
LSD and other drugs to gain access to new states of consciousness. They appealed greatly to the young
people of the time and inspired a tradition of protest and dissent which played an important role in the
revolutionary cultural changes that occurred in the American society of the 60s and early 70s.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
During the 60s white fiction diversified in form and content: Joseph Heller (1923-99) satirised military
heroism in Catch 22 (1961); Truman Capote (1924-84), introduced a journalistic style into fiction
with his In Cold Blood (1966), an account of the murder of a family in a small mid-western town in
Kansas; Gore Vidal (1925-2012) explicitly dealt with sexual themes in his Hollywood-based Myra
Breckenridge (1968); John Updike (1932-2009) shocked his readers with a wife-swapping theme
in Couples (1968); Mario Puzo (1920-99) wrote a best seller about life in the Mafia, The Godfather
(1969), which became a hugely successful film, and Donald Barthelme (1931-89) developed a surrealist
satirical vein in his short stories and novels.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The novels of William Faulkner (1897-1962) cover the life of the South from the days of Indian
possession down to modern times. His fiction is notable for the depth of the themes and the variety of
styles and narrative technique. His work started a literary tradition in the South which continued with
talented novelists such as William Styron (1925-2006), whose novel The Confessions of Nat Turner
(1967) is a fictional rendering of a historical slave rebellion in Virginia.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The favourite themes of some women writers were isolation and self-awareness. Harper Lee
(1926-2016) presents a racial incident through the eyes of a young white girl in Alabama To Kill a
Mockingbird (1960). Other women used fiction to deal with feminist themes: feminism was the central
theme in The Group (1963) by Mary McCarthy (1912-89) and in The War between the Tates (1974)
by Alison Lurie (b. 1926).
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A group of Jewish writers, notably Bernard Malamud (1914-86), Saul Bellow (1915-2005) and Philip
Roth (1933-2018) found a common theme in the alienation of Jews in American society and became
dominant figures in modern fiction.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Two major black novelists came to public attention in the 50s and 60s: Ralph Ellison (1914-94) ,
and James Baldwin (1924-87). They explored race relations and voiced the need for individual selfawareness. As more and more black Americans gained access to important roles in society, African
American literature put less emphasis on the disparity between the races and became more varied, for
example, Samuel R. Delany (b. 1942) wrote in the sub-genre of science fiction with Babel-17 (1966).
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The emergence of distinctive Native American voices was an important development in American
literature during the second half of the century. Native writers rejected the old stereotype of the Indian
as a savage inferior to the white man and recovered the original values of Indian tradition. John Joseph
Mathews (1894-1979) combined legends with traditional literature. Scott Momaday (b. 1934) deals
with themes about the difficulty of integration. Winter in the Blood (1974) by James Welch (19402003) has become a classic about Indian reservation life.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A realistic current in the American fiction of the 80s was that of Minimalism. Minimalist writers aimed
at depicting the lives of the marginalised or inarticulate people in mass society through detached
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presentation of significant details in terse and controlled prose. Raymond Carver (1938-88) and David
Leavitt (b. 1961) share a similar, very detailed but unadorned style in their short stories focusing
on events of ordinary middle-class life. Other writers have adopted a factual journalistic style. Tom
Wolfe (1931-2018) in The Bonfire of the Vanities (1988), depicts life in a degraded New York and
in Hooking up (2002) portrays today’s degraded society. The novels of Bret Easton Ellis (b. 1964)
convey a tragic sense of emptiness in the life of the younger generation. In these writers’ fiction, the
kind of American Dream which has come true for contemporary society is a grotesque and bitterly
ironic reflection of the past. Another significant writer is Don DeLillo (b. 1936), whose fiction is a
commentary on multi-faceted contemporary American life and culture. His style which draws on
many registers is typically post-modern. A post-modern writer who uses complicated language and
surrealistic situations is Thomas Pynchon (b. 1937). His Vineland (1990), mixes a variety of literary
influences. Michael Cunningham (b. 1952) weaves a network of intertextual references with Virginia
Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway in The Hours (1999) which was made into a film in 2002. An extreme example of
the post-modern use of hybridation is Maus (1986), by Art Spiegelman (b. 1948). The subject matter
is very serious (the Holocaust) but the form he chooses is a novel-length comic book. The structure of
the plot is very complex including interviews and a story within the story.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
An important trend is the emergence of diverse ethnic voices. The need to recover cultural identity in
a multiethnic society has resulted in an increase in new ethnic fiction which merges autobiography and
fiction through very challenging narrative techniques. In the African American tradition women writers
distinguished themselves: Alice Walker (b. 1944) seems to suggest that sexism can be more oppressive
than racism while Toni Morrison (1931-2019), who was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1992, addresses feminist themes and retraced the history of the black woman. The Jewish tradition
continued with novelists such as Chaim Potok (1929-2001) and Paul Auster (b. 1947). Among the most
significant Native American voices are those of Leslie Marmon Silko (b. 1948), whose Almanac of the
Dead (1991) focuses on American values seen from a Native American perspective, and Louise Erdrich
(b. 1954) whose novels pass on historical and cultural memories of American Indians through fables
and folklore, just as the oral tradition did. Asian American novelists such as Maxine Hong Kingston
(b. 1940) and Amy Tan (b. 1952), who recall their Asian roots and deal with cultural conflicts,
have also made their presence felt in American fiction. Loida Maritza Pérez (b. 1963) voices the
displacement of the Dominican community in New York in Geographies of Home (1999).
K ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Besides the women writers mentioned above, many others have achieved literary success. Eleanor
Clark (1913-96) experimented in various genres and dealt with the theme of violence in novels such
as Camping Out (1986). A witty tone characterises the social novels of Alison Lurie (b. 1926). Anne
Tyler (b. 1941) portrays ordinary domestic and family life. Joyce Carol Oates (b. 1938) mixes Gothic
elements with social observation.

29 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Match the name of the writer/s (1-9) to the appropriate
description (a-i).
1 £ William Burroughs,
a) He wrote the cult book of the Beat generation.
Norman Mailer
b) He wrote a best-seller whose protagonist is a rebellious teenager.
2 £ Donald Barthelme
c) They belonged to the group of young Beat writers.
3 £ Joseph Heller
d) He satirised military heroism.
4 £ Gore Vidal
e) He introduced a journalistic style into fiction.
5 £ Mario Puzo
f) He dealt with sexual themes.
6 £ Truman Capote
g) His novels dealt with shocking themes.
7 £ Jack Kerouac
h) He wrote a best-seller about life in the Mafia.
8 £ J. D. Salinger
i) He wrote surrealist satirical short stories and novels.
9 £ John Updike
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30 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

The Beats appealed greatly to young people for their alternative way of life.
They developed new styles for fiction and poetry.
William Faulkner belongs to the Beat movement.
His novels cover a variety of themes and he experiments with different
narrative techniques.
He was the only representative of Southern literature.
Many women writers started to develop feminist themes.
Jewish writers form a very marginal group in fiction.
Outstanding novelists emerged both in black and Native American fiction.
Minimalism was a post-modern current.
Post-Modernism did not affect American fiction.
New ethnic fiction merges autobiography and fiction and makes use of very
innovative narrative techniques.
Younger women writers only deal with domestic and family life.
There has been a revival of the Gothic in recent fiction.
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31 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Group the names of the novelists under the relevant label.
Amy Tan • Flannery O’Connor • Saul Bellow • Chaim Potok • Paul Auster • David Leavitt •
James Baldwin • Ralph Ellison • Toni Morrison • William Styron • Scott Momaday • James Welch •
Leslie Marmon Silko • John Joseph Mathews • Louise Erdrich • Bernard Malamud • Philip Roth •
Don DeLillo • Thomas Pynchon • Michael Cunningham • Raymond Carver • Art Spiegelman •
Alice Walker • Maxine Hong Kingston
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

The Southern Literary Renaissance: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Jewish writers: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Black Fiction: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Native Americans: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Minimalism: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Post-Modernism: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Asian Americans: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Poetry
32 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The 80s and 90s • Experimental Poetry • Post-War Poetry and Confessional Poetry •
African American Poetry • Multicultural Traditions • ‘Language Poets’ • Performance-Oriented Poetry
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the years after the war, American poetry entered upon a richly varied period in which poets of the
older generation published some of their finest works, such as William Carlos Williams, while many
younger poets were introduced to a large public. One of the main trends of the period was towards
confessional poetry. This label refers to the choice of an autobiographical content. Poetry is centred
on family life, especially on relationships between parents and children, which are often explored in
the light of Freud’s theories. The label was first applied to Robert Lowell (1917-77) and his collection
Life Studies (1959). It was also used to describe the works of Anne Sexton (1928-74) and Sylvia Plath
characterised by an intense study of the self. It influenced contemporary poets like Adrienne Rich
(1929-2012), who considers poetry an instrument of change which can give new significance to our
private and public lives. An example of confessional poetry in the 70s was that of Elizabeth Bishop
(1911-79), which focuses on her impression of the physical world.
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B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The strength of much poetry of the period lies in the experimentation begun in the 50s by a number
of poets who can be divided into a few loose groups first presented in Donald Allen’s anthology, The
New American Poetry 1945-60 (1960). ‘Black Mountain’ poetry evolved under the leadership of
Charles Olson (1910-70) at Black Mountain College in North Carolina. In his central essay Projective
Verse (1950) he calls for a poet to “put himself in the open”, improvising line by line rather than
using conventional inherited lines. Robert Creeley (1926-2005) formulated another principle of the
movement in saying that form and content are inextricably linked. The San Francisco School includes
most West Coast poets and the names of Lawrence Ferlinghetti (1920-2019), Robert Duncan (191988), Kenneth Rexroth (1905-82) and many others. They look to the nature of the land around San
Francisco as a source of inspiration, often identify with working people and owe much to Eastern
philosophy and religion. The school became associated with the anti-establishment ‘Beat’ movement,
which emerged in the 50s and gave voice to the younger generation’s desire for change. The poems of
the major Beat poets Allen Ginsberg (1926-97) and Gregory Corso (1930-2001) were nonconformist,
personal and direct. The Beats believed in spontaneous composition and verbal improvisation
inspired by jazz rhythms. An integral part of their work was performance at public readings which
always attracted large audiences. Unlike the Beat movement, the poets of the New York School were
intellectuals uninterested in socio-political issues. John Ashberry (1927-2017), Frank O’Hara (192666) and Kenneth Kock (1925-2002) were often inspired by Abstract Expressionism. They were witty,
talked about urban life and tended to record thoughts, emotions, perceptions as they wash over the
mind.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
African American poetry received a new impulse from the Black Arts Movement of the 60s, which
advocated political engagement and was innovative in its use of language. The writers of the movement
drew on African traditions, popular music, rhythm and blues and street talk, referred to as Black
English. A major representative was Amiri Baraka (1934-2014), a poet and a playwright. His militancy
is evident in Black Magic: Collected Poetry, 1961-67 (1969). The woman poet Nikki Giovanni
(b. 1943) described her experiences with the Black Liberation movement in her early poetry but later
turned from revolutionary themes to lyrical ones.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The landscape of American poetry in the 80s and 90s is crowded with older and younger poets. Older
poets continued to be active, often doing innovative work. The tradition of ‘Confessional poetry’,
dealing with personal and autobiographical material, continued in the poems of Adrienne Rich, (19292012) and in the work of Louise Gluck (b. 1943), who won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Avant-garde writers are those associated with ‘Language Writing’, a group of experimental poets who
came to prominence in the late 70s and in the 80s. They attacked the structures of discourse and
meaning, disrupting literary conventions and traditional syntax.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A very interesting development in the American poetry of the last two decades of the millennium was
the emergence of multiethnic traditions, which combine the search for ethnic identity with features
of American mainstream poetry. African American traditions are represented by the poetry of Audre
Lorde (1934-92), Rita Dove (b. 1952) and Nathaniel Mackey (b. 1947) and numerous others who are
inspired by their black heritage. Several arresting books have appeared by Chicano poets like Pat Mora
(b. 1942), Ricardo Sanchez (1941-95), Alberto Ríos (b. 1952) and Lorna Dee Cervantes (b. 1954): they
often transcribe the oral traditions of their native Mexican culture into written form. The writers Paula
Gunn Allen (1939-2008), Simon Ortiz (b. 1941), Linda Hogan (b. 1947), are only a few of the Native
American poets who started to appear widely in journals, scholarly publications and anthologies, such
as Harper’s Anthology of 20th-Century Native American Poetry (1988) as well as poets from Asian
American backgrounds.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A substantial number of contemporary authors continue to emphasise performance or theatrical poetry
by, for example, exploring sound/music/voice relationships. Leading performance poets are Fiona
Templeton (b. 1951) and Carla Harryman (b. 1952). Ethnic performance poetry often makes use of rap
music.
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33 CHECKING KEY POINTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6

In the years after the war there was a flourishing of American poetry, both by poets
of the older generation and younger ones.
Confessional poetry was one of the main trends of the period.
The name ‘confessional’ refers to the religious themes of the poems.
Robert Lowell, Anne Sexton and Sylvia Plath wrote confessional poems.
Adrienne Rich and Elizabeth Bishop rejected the tradition of confessional poetry.
In the 50s there was a flourishing of experimental poetry.

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

34 CHECKING KEY POINTS Group the names of the poets under the relevant label.
John Ashberry • Gregory Corso • Charles Olson • Kenneth Kock • Robert Creeley •
Lawrence Ferlinghetti • Allen Ginsberg • Robert Duncan • Kenneth Rexroth • Frank O’Hara
1
2
3
4

Black Mountain poetry: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The San Francisco School: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The Beats: ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The New York School: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

35 CHECKING KEY POINTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
The Black Arts movement of the 60s influenced African American poetry.
2 New African American poetry was not politically engaged but was innovative
in its use of language.
3 The writers of the movement drew on African traditions, popular music, rhythm and blues
and street talk.
4 A major representative was Amiri Baraka.
5 Nikki Giovanni’s poems only voice revolutionary themes.
6 In the 70s, performance poetry underwent a revolution.
7 Performative poetry is often multicultural.
8 American poetry underwent a decline in the 80s and 90s.
9 Language poets experimented with language.
10 Multiethnic poetry blends ethnic traditions with features of American mainstream poetry.
1

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

36 CHECKING KEY POINTS Answer the following question.
Which ethnic voice/s is/are not present in the panorama of today’s American poetry?

Drama
37 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
The 80s and 90s • Drama after the War • A Black Playwright • Absurdist Drama
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In the 1950s a minor playwright, William Inge (1913-73), wrote several realistic plays portraying the middle
class with a touch of sentiment. They were so popular that they were quickly turned into films. Tennessee
Williams (1911-83) and Arthur Miller (1915-2005), were the two most interesting post-war American
playwrights. Williams made frequent use of symbolism, while Miller created a form of modern tragedy.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Edward Albee (1928-2016) represented the American voice of the Theatre of the Absurd with his plays
about alienated human relationships.
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C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
LeRoi Jones (1934-2014), associated with the Beat movement, was a black nationalist who attacked
whites in his violent one-act plays. He later took the name Amiri Baraka after converting to Islam as
part of his commitment to the African American cause.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Sam Shepard (1943-2017) and David Mamet (b. 1947) are the two major American dramatists
today. Although they started their careers in the early 1970s, it was not until the 1980s that they
achieved international acclaim with some important plays. Both portrayed a materialistic America,
but developed in different directions. Mamet depicts the failure of human relationships in a highly
competitive dehumanized social context while Shepard, who moved to Realism in his later plays,
explores the breakdown of the family in American society.
Many exciting new playwrights have won critical acclaim in the last two decades. They provide fresh
points of view from every region of the country.

38 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Match the name of the playwrights (1-8) to the appropriate
description (a-h).
1 £ David Mamet
a) He wrote popular plays about the middle class which were turned
into films.
2 £ Arthur Miller
b)
He was an outstanding playwright of post-war America who made
3 £ William Inge
frequent use of symbolism.
4 £ Sam Shepard
c) He was an outstanding playwright who created a form of modern
5 £ Tennessee Williams
tragedy.
6 £ Edward Albee
d) His absurdist plays are about alienation.
7 £ August Wilson
e) He was a black playwright associated with the Beat movement.
8 £ LeRoi Jones
f) He is one of today’s major American dramatists who portrays a
materialistic America focusing on the family.
g) He is one of today’s major American dramatists whose plays focus
on the negative impact of a competitive dehumanized social context
on human relationships.
h) A young African American playwright who won the Pulitzer Prize
for drama.

DECOLONISATION
39 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each paragraph.
India’s Partition the Commonwealth • Australia India’s Independence • Canada • African
Decolonisation • Caribbean Independence • Kenya • South Africa • Zimbabwe • Nigeria
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The first British colony to become independent was Canada where four colonies had united to form a
British dominion in 1867. The act which ratified the treaty is still considered the basic statute of the
constitution of Canada. In 1926 the country became a member of the Commonwealth. The celebration
of the 100th anniversary of the Confederation Act in 1967 marked a turning point in Canadian culture
and literature because of the revival of nationalism and recovery of original cultures. Nowadays Canada
is a democratic, federal-State still recognising the British monarch as sovereign.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The second colony to become independent was Australia. Its origins as a white settlement go back
to 1788 when it became a British penal colony for the deportation of convicts. It was between 1830
and 1860 that gradual forms of self-government were introduced and finally, in 1901, it became
independent. It was governed by the white settlers, who continued the policy of driving Aborigines
away from their land, massacring whole tribes and putting survivors in reservations. The 60s were a
turning point for Australian culture, too, as a policy of assimilation of the Aborigines started. Another
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step towards a more egalitarian integration was the Aborigines’ Self-determination Act’ of 1972. In
1993 there was official recognition of the Aborigines’ native right to the land before the arrival of the
British and the recovery of aboriginal culture. Today Australia is still part of the Commonwealth as the
1999 referendum to change Australia’s status to an independent republic was defeated.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
India had traditionally been regarded as the most valuable part of the British Empire. In Victorian
times it was considered ‘The Jewel in the Crown’ and its possession a proof of British world power. It
was only in 1947 that Britain granted India its independence
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The transition was not smooth. India was partitioned into the secular State of India and the Muslim
State of Pakistan. In 1971, after a war between India and Pakistan, East Pakistan became the new State
of Bangladesh.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The creation of an independent India and Pakistan heightened the desire for self-government of
almost all of Britain’s colonies and initiated a wave of decolonisation. Many of the newly independent
countries chose to remain in the Commonwealth, which came to be seen after World War II as a
flexible, multiracial community and as a vital means through which Britain could maintain its influence
in the world.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
As with India, World War II was the catalyst of change for former African colonies. Racial
discrimination, which had become an important issue since the war, aroused passionate hostility
among the black peoples of Africa, who increasingly resented their inferior position in their own land
compared to that of the white colonisers. The awakening of African political consciousness compelled
Britain to negotiate with black people’s demands. The first African colony to become independent
was the Gold Coast (Ghana) in 1957, soon followed by a number of others in the 60s. Decolonisation,
however, was very far from being a peaceful process and the map of Africa often changed in the second
half of the 20th century due to bitter conflicts. Very often dictatorial regimes took the upper hand,
hindering the process of emancipation of the masses. Epidemics and hunger are still today a problem
in many areas.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A former British Protectorate and later British colony (1914), including four main ethnic groups
(Yoruba, Ibo, Haussa, Fulbe), Nigeria became independent in 1960. Civil wars in 1961-66 led to
the Biafra secession (1967) and the ensuing Biafran War (1967-70). After a spell of democratic
government, a coup d’état in 1983 led to a military dictatorship, which provoked international
condemnation of the dictatorial regime and expulsion from the Commonwealth. It was re-admitted into
the Commonwealth after federal elections in 1998.
H ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A former British Protectorate, Kenya became a British colony in 1920. The country was devastated in
1952-56 by the Mau-Mau terrorist revolt against British colonial Government. It gained independence
in 1963 and Kenyatta became President. His Presidency would last for the next 15 years. Further
conflict after Kenyatta’s death brought about a dictatorship, which ended in 1990 with the introduction
of different parties and elections. The process of democratisation continued and led to the first
peaceful election of the opposition party in 2002.
I ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In 1814 the British set up a colony on a territory which had been occupied by the Boers since 1652 and
started to expand into Zulu territory. After the Second Boer War (1899-1902), South Africa became a
British dominion. Between 1924 and 1958 the National Afrikaner Party in power gradually enforced the
policy of apartheid and the setting up of ethnic townships for black people. In 1961 it separated from
the Commonwealth. Nelson Mandela, chief of the African National Congress, fighting against apartheid,
was imprisoned from 1963 to 1989 when international sanctions led to his liberation and to antiapartheid reforms. In 1994 the first political elections with universal suffrage were held. South Africa
became a new republic with Mandela for President.
J ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
A British colony since 1923, it became independent under the white racist Ian Smith, who broke from
the Commonwealth and, notwithstanding ONU sanctions, set up a dictatorship preventing the majority
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of black people from gaining civil rights. From 1979-80 Britain took over again and reinstated the
colony status. In 1980 the victory of the Marxist-Leninist Party brought about racial integration and the
setting up of a presidential republic.
K ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The West Indies, also called The Caribbean after the ‘Carib’, a tribe who inhabited the Lesser Antilles
at the time of European conquest, was mostly a territory of black slaves brought there from Africa to
work on sugar plantations. After the abolition of slavery in 1834, many emigrants from India settled
there, in 1845, in the hope of improving their living conditions. Nowadays the two main ethnic groups
in English-speaking Caribbean are the Blacks and the Indians. Movements for independence started
between the two world wars. Rastafarianism (after Ras Tafari, the name of the Ethiopian Emperor
Hailie Selassie) originated in Jamaica and preached a Back-to-Africa movement. In the 60s and 70s it
acquired a wide popularity in connection with the American Civil Rights movements and Black Power.
Jamaica was the first of the island colonies to become independent in 1962. The last one became
independent in 1983. Caribbean culture is a blend of many original cultures but also the result of
the interaction with the British and American culture because of the massive migration of Caribbean
people and intellectuals both to Europe and North America.

40 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following statements.
Canada became independent in ................................... .
It became member of ................................... in 1926.
3 A revival of nationalism and recovery of ................................... took place after the celebration of the
100th anniversary of the Confederation Act in 1967.
4 Nowadays Canada is a ................................... which recognises the British monarch as sovereign.
5 Australia became independent in ................................... .
6 It was ruled by the whites who suppressed the ................................... culture.
7 The 60s saw the beginning of a policy of ................................... of the Aborigines.
8 The Self-Determination Act of 1972 started a more egalitarian ................................... for the
Aborigines.
9 In 1993 the Aborigines’ native ................................... before the arrival of the British was officially
recognised.
10 Today’s Australia is still part of the British ................................... .
1
2

41 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph about India and Partition.
India was granted independence in 1................................... and was partitioned into the secular State
of 2................................... and the Muslim State of 3................................... . In 1971 a bloody struggle
between India and Pakistan led to the creation of 4................................... . Indian independence started
a wave of 5................................... in other countries. Some of them chose to remain in the
6
................................... .
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42 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Match the countries (1-6) to the relevant events (a-f).
1 £ Zimbabwe
a) The first African colony to become independent.
2 £ South Africa
b) Theatre of a civil war in Biafra; military dictatorship and expulsion
from the Commonwealth; re-admission to the Commonwealth after
3 £ The West Indies
the federal elections in 1998.
4 £ Ghana
c) Devastated by Mau-Mau guerrilla warfare; independent in 1963;
5 £ Nigeria
after long dictatorship, democratic elections in 2002.
6 £ Kenya
d) Theatre of the Boer War; the National Afrikaner Party enforced
the policy of apartheid; separated from the Commonwealth and
imprisoned Nelson Mandela who fought against apartheid, had the
first political elections with universal suffrage in 1994.
e) Under white dictatorship for a long time; became a presidential
republic in 1980.
f) A former territory of black slaves; Rastafarianism initiated
Independence movements.

New Literatures in English
43 UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT Read and choose the appropriate title for each
paragraph.
Australian and Canadian National Literatures • Common Features • New Literatures in English •
Themes and Language • India and Pakistan • The Literature of the West Indies • African Literatures
A ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The 20th century, particularly after World War II, witnessed the emergence of new writers from former
British colonies, who used English as the medium of their works. Some voiced anti-colonialist feelings
and tried to found a new tradition independent of British fiction, but others followed in the tradition of
English literature enlarging its scope and adding a new sensibility. One of the labels to describe these
writers is ‘post-colonial’. The term, however, is rather confusing because it usually does not include the
literature of white ex-colonies, such as Ireland, Canada, Australia, but only refers to ex-colonies of the
so-called ‘Third World’ (Africa, India, etc.) and usually – but not always – implies a difference in race
and class between the colonised and the colonising (English) culture. Furthermore, it does not include
authors writing before the end of colonisation. The definition ‘new literature in English’ is now preferred.
B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Post-colonial writers began to attract the attention of Britain and the world in the 60s and 70s. Though
belonging to different geographical, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, they shared some common
features and the same language (English) which they had borrowed from their colonisers. While they
placed particular emphasis on their history of colonial oppression, they attempted to trace the roots of
their own cultures and build up a new identity for themselves. Their literary production is not limited
to a single genre, but covers fiction, poetry and drama. Some of these writers are nowadays based
either in Britain or in the US and their works belong to a kind of ‘international’ literature in English.
C ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
One common theme in post-colonial literature is the assessment of identity through a rewriting
of history from the perspective of the colonised. This accounts for the strong presence of
autobiographical elements in post-colonial literature. A closely related theme is the theme of language
as many post-colonial writers have used the imposed European tongue to represent their condition.
Their attitude to English varies deeply among them. For some the language is the vehicle of cultural
expression and must reflect the cultural evolution of the new people and therefore support the
adoption of local forms of English. Some others go even further and decide to return to their tribal
tongues, arguing that accepting a language means accepting its values too.
D ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The beginnings of both Australian and Canadian literatures are deeply rooted in their origin in the
English canon. They only acquired an ‘independent’ state in the second half of the 20th century. Some
Pagina fotocopiabile esclusivamente per uso didattico © 2020, Loescher Editore - Torino

93

critics see this as a result of post-modernist and post-colonial criticism which drew attention to cultural
varieties. Actually, this is more true for Canada than Australia, where great national writers were
already active in the 1950s, such as Patrick White (1912-90), and Martin Boyd (1893-1972). In the
1960s Patrick White was already considered an Australian classic and probably his work contributed
to the development of post-colonial views by drawing attention to ‘different’ literatures. A number
of outstanding writers today include Thomas Keneally (b. 1935), the author of Schindler’s Ark
(Booker Prize in 1982), now retitled Schindler’s List, following Steven Spielberg’s hugely successful
film version of the book; Peter Carey (b. 1943), winner of the Booker Prize in 1988 with Oscar and
Lucinda and of the Commonwealth Writers Prize of 2001 for his True History of the Kelly Gang;
Tim Winton (b. 1960) is the most promising of the younger generation. Original playwrights emerged in
the 1970s and poetry became a prominent genre in the 80s with Alan Wearne. Sally Morgan (b. 1951)
retraces her black roots in My Place (1987), which is a first example of Aboriginal literature.
The foundation of a Canadian literature, on the contrary, is closely connected to the strong feelings of
Canadian nationalism, which reached a climax in 1967 for the 100th anniversary of the Confederation
Act. Fiction began to flourish, while previously poetry was the main genre. Canadian literature started
to be studied at university and classic texts were re-published. Nowadays fiction is particularly popular
and Margaret Atwood (b. 1939) , who gained a wide international readership with feminist novels such
as Surfacing (1972), The Handmaid’s Tale (1986) and The Robber Bride (1993), is considered one of
the most significant novelists, not only among the public but in the academic world as well. Alice Munro
(b. 1931) is a writer of short stories set in rural Canada, which depict the hidden strains of everyday life.
Michael Ondaatje (b. 1943), a writer born in Sri Lanka, has lived in Canada for several years; his novel
The English Patient (Booker Prize in 1992) was turned into a film which won several Oscars in 1997.
E ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
After independence, although Hindi was spoken by a great number of people, the speakers of other
Indian languages opposed its introduction as the national language; English was therefore used as
lingua franca. Another important factor in the choice of the language was the migration from India to
English-speaking countries. R. K. Narayan (1906-2001) is one of the first Indian writers who gained
international reputation with novels and short stories set in India and written in English. The publication
of Midnight’s Children (1981) by Salman Rushdie is considered to mark the birth of modern Indian
literature in English, which includes some of the most interesting writers today. Anita Desai (b. 1937)
explores Indian femininity from a feminist point of view which is very different from the Western one.
Vikram Seth (b. 1952) was very successful with A Suitable Boy (1995), a long family saga set against
the historical and political events of post-Independence India. Arhundati Roy (b. 1960), a young woman
writer, was awarded the 1997 Booker Prize for The God of Small Things. She is now a political activist.
F ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Various African countries have developed literatures with features of their own, but they all share
the idea of recovering their original cultures. Their political commitment was stronger in certain
areas, such as South Africa, because of the apartheid policy. Alan Paton’s (1903-88) Cry, the Beloved
Country (1948) was an international success. Anti-apartheid politics is a recurrent theme in the fiction
of the white-liberal South African, John Michael Coetzee (b. 1940). Though he deals with the danger of
disintegration of South African society, he often transcends political issues taking on a more universal
moral dimension. André Brink (1935-2015) wrote against apartheid in A Dry White Season (1979)
and later with post-apartheid South Africa. Nobel Prize winner Nadine Gordimer (1923-2014) depicts
the turbulent situation in South Africa in a sharp and detailed style. Social and political issues are the
main themes of the Nigerian novelist and poet Chinua Achebe (1930-2013). He gained international
fame with the novel Things Fall Apart (1958) in which he recreated traditional village life before the
arrival of colonialism. A constant and dominant theme in the plays, poems and novels of Wole Soyinka
(b. 1934) is testing individual freedom against the sacrifices demanded by progress and superstition.
He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1986. Ben Okri (b., 1959) is the best-known Nigerian
novelist and poet of the younger generation; he is based in Britain.
G ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The theme of identity is all important in the literature of the West Indies because of the very nature of
their population: a mixing of widely different ethnic groups. West Indian writers are often concerned
with their rebellion against cultural imperialism and the corruption of local society. They also show a
great interest in the potentialities of a multicultural environment and in the use of language as a vehicle
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of cultural identity. Many writers try to catch the sound, rhythm and vocabulary of the local language,
Creole, a combination of English and local dialects.
A House for Mr Biswas (1961), by V. S. Naipaul (1932-2018) is considered one of his early
masterpieces. It voices the sense of displacement and insecurity of the inhabitants of colonial Trinidad.
Naipaul’s works focus on the theme of exile and the problem of the outsider, based on of his own
experience as an Indian in the West Indies and a West Indian in England. Another central theme is
the negative impact of imperialism upon the people of the Third World, which brings about cultural
alienation and a false concept of ‘freedom’. He was knighted in 1989 and was awarded the Nobel Prize
for Literature in 2001.
The same sense of deprivation and cultural fragmentation is also voiced in the works of the novelist
and playwright Earl Lovelace (b. 1935). The Guyanese poet and novelist Wilson Harris (1921-2018), on
the contrary, believes that the clash of widely different cultures in the West Indies can bring about a
universal consciousness.
Eddie Kamau Brathwaite (1930-2020) was a leading West Indian poet. His main theme is the diaspora
and condition of black people, which he expresses in avant-garde verse forms. His trilogy, The Arrivants
(1970), is one of the outstanding works of Caribbean literature. One of Brathwaite’s aims is the creation
of a Caribbean culture by a retracing of historical roots, recording echoes of African culture.
Language is a central theme in West Indian literature and one of the main interests of Derek Walcott
(1930-2017), poet and dramatist. Walcott explores the diverse roots of Caribbean identity. In the
same way as the mingling of languages results in a richer tool of expression, the coming together of
different cultures brings about a richer identity. His poetry is characterised by original imagery and a
great variety of rhythmical effects which he achieves by applying the syntax and rhythm of Creole to
standard English. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1992.
The early poems of the Guyanese Grace Nichols (b. 1950), who now lives in Britain, trace the history
of the slave trade between Africa and the Americas, while the later ones focus the experience of
Caribbean immigrants to Britain. The novelist Jamaica Kincaid (b. 1949) lives in the US but her fiction
deals with themes that evoke her native Antigua.

44 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Say if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

One label to describe writers of new literatures in English is ‘post-colonial’.
Post-colonial writers began to emerge in the 1950s.
Post-colonial literatures have nothing in common except the language.
Post-colonial literary production covers fiction, poetry and drama.
Some post-colonial writers are nowadays based either in Britain or in the US
because they reject their identity.
A rewriting of history from the perspective of the colonised is a recurrent feature.
All post-colonial writers tend to reject the English language.
The origins of Australian and Canadian National literatures are rooted in the English canon.
Australian and Canadian National literatures became independent after their countries
gained independence.
Australia had great national writers before Canada.
Patrick White was the first of the great Australian national writers.
Canadian fiction flourished in the 70s.
Women writers are outstanding in Canadian literature.
Their fame is restricted to Canada.
R. K. Narayan was the first Indian writer to emerge after independence.
The publication of Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie is considered to mark
the birth of modern Indian literature in English.
There are no women writers in Indian literature.
African literatures share the idea of recovering their original cultures.
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45 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Match the authors (1-7) to the definitions (a-g).
1 £ Nadine Gordimer
a) His novel, Cry, the Beloved Country, was an international success.
2 £ Wole Soyinka
b) His novels deal with anti-apartheid politics but his themes have a
universal moral dimension.
3 £ Alan Paton
c) He voiced apartheid feelings in his previous fiction and now deals
4 £ Ben Okri
with post-apartheid South Africa.
5 £ Chinua Achebe
d) Nobel Prize winner, she depicts the unstable situation in South
6 £ John Michael Coetzee
Africa.
7 £ André Brink
e) His novels deal with social and political issues and traditional village
life before the arrival of colonialism.
f) His works revolve around the themes of individual freedom in the
context of progress and superstition.
g) He is the best-known Nigerian novelist and poet of the younger
generation.
46 CHECKING KEY CONCEPTS Complete the following paragraph.
The population of the West Indies is a mixture of different 1................................... groups, therefore
the theme of 2................................... is central to their literature. Another recurrent theme is rebellion
against cultural imperialism and the corruption of local society. They all explore the potentialities of
language as a vehicle of 3................................... identity and many writers use the local language,
Creole, a combination of English and local dialects. The fiction of V. S. Naipaul voices the sense of
4
................................... and insecurity of the inhabitants of colonial Trinidad. Eddie Kamau Brathwaite
aims to create a Caribbean culture by a retracing of historical 5................................... while language is
one of the central themes in Derek Walcott’s poetry. The retracing of the history of the
6
................................... trade is the focus of the early poems of Grace Nichols while the later ones focus
on the experience of Caribbean 7................................... in Britain. Jamaica Kincaid’s fiction deals with
8
................................... of Antigua, her country of origin.
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Keys to Activities
1 A The Aftermath of World War II and the Cold

War; B The Suez Crisis; C The Revival of Europe;
D European Integration; E The Revival and End of
the Cold War; F The New Europe; G The 90s and
Globalisation of History.

2 1 The United States dominated the West and the

USSR dominated Eastern Europe; 2 the Cold War;
3 Germany was divided into two blocs and Berlin
was divided into four zones; 4 the Marshall Plan;
5 ‘containment’ of communism; 6 1949, Western
European countries, the US and Canada; 7 1955;
Warsaw Pact; USSR and the Eastern European
nations; 8 The Korean War; 9 1956; 10 1956; colonial
conflict; France, Britain, Egypt, Israel and the US;
11 Britain and France were forced to withdraw their
soldiers and leave the Canal in Egyptian hands;
12 construction of the Berlin Wall; 13 Germany and
France; 14 the threats posed by the Cold War and
the revival of Germany’s economy; 15 1957; Treaty
of Rome; six European countries; 16 US invasion
of the Bay of Pigs in 1961, the Russian invasion of
Prague in 1968; a number of political assassinations;
17 The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 and the
suppression of the Solidarity movement in Poland;
18 Mikhail Gorbachev and his policy of glasnost and
perestroika; 19 the removal of the Berlin Wall in
1989; 20 Maastricht Treaty of 1991, European Union
(EU); customs controls; the new currency; 21 Iraq,
the USSR; former Yugoslavia; Chechnya; Israel and
Palestine; 22 Terrorist attacks.

3 A Post-War Britain and the Welfare State; B The

50s; C The Commonwealth; D The 60s; E The 70s;
F Thatcherism; G The 90s; H The Conservative Party
gains power; I The New Labour; J Ireland; K The
Role of the Monarchy.

4 1 F; 2 T; 3 T; 4 F; 5 T; 6 T; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 T.
5 1 C; 2 B; 3 A; 4 A; 5 A; 6 B; 7 C; 8 A; 9 B; 10 C;
11 C; 12 B; 13 B; 14 C; 15 A; 16 A.

6 A The Policy of Containment; B The Arms Race;
C The Vietnam War; D The Post-Vietnam Years;
E The 80s; F The 90s; G The Turn of the Century.

7 1 rivals; 2 containment of communism; 3 Western
Europe; 4 arms race; 5 Korean War; 6 Vietnam;
7 assassination; 8 Watergate Scandal; 9 the
Republican Gerald Ford; 10 international détente;
11 conservative policy; 12 Cold War; 13 Berlin Wall;
14 George Bush; 15 mild welfare reforms;
16 terrorist attacks.

8 A Immigration; B Transformation of Society under

Thatcherism; C Social Unrest; D The Family; E MultiCultural Society.

9 1 racism, unemployment; 2 social unrest;

3 unemployment, Northern Ireland; 4 wealth;

5 jobless, homeless; 6 criminality; 7 Hooliganism;
8 single-parent, extended; 9 ethnic; 10 illegal.

10 A Society in the 50s and the American Dream;
B Black Movements; C Social Unrest in the 60s;
D Movements Against the Arms Race; E American
People Distrust in Government.
11 1 McCarthyism; 2 American Dream; 3 values,
militaristic; 4 protest; Civil Rights; 5 non-violent,
rejected; 6 murders; Martin Luther King; 7 foreign
and home policies; 8 general and presidential
elections; 9 the arms race; 10 prospered.
12 A Post-War Years; B Radical Social Changes;
C Different Class Values; D Technological Boom;
E Questioning Scientific Discoveries; F The Spread of
English Language.
13 1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 T; 8 T; 9 F; 10 F;
11 T.
14 A New Trends; B Literature and the Market;
C The Booker Prize and the International Novel;
D Poetry; E Theatre.
15 1 post-colonial; 2 merging; 3 popular; 4 prizes;
5 enterprises; 6 Booker; 7 TV; 8 Empire; 9 oral;
10 Asian; 11 racially-mixed; 12 casts; 13 festivals.
16 A The Post-War Novel; B The Novel in the 50s;
C The Legacy of Modernism; D Post-Modernism;
E Main Post-Modern Trends; F The Revival of English
Fiction; G Post-Modernism and Tradition;
H Irish Fiction; I Feminist Fiction; J The
International Novel; K Present Trends and Themes.
17 1 h; 2 f; 3 a; 4 e; 5 b; 6 d; 7 c; 8 g.
18 1 definition: a movement of the 1950s,
particularly associated with the Angry Young Men;
author and novel: Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim. 2 main
authors: Anthony Burgess, William Golding, Paul
Scott. 3 definition: a movement which emphasises
fragmentation and finds the absence of a centre of
meaning and merge ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture. Main
authors: J. R. Tolkien, Angela Carter, John Fowles,
David Lodge, Jean Rhys.
19 1 Martin Amis focuses on the grotesque,
perverse and the forbidden; 2 Salman Rushdie deals
with historical events in a comic, satirical tone;
3 Graham Swift uses magic realism in a regional
English setting; 4 Julian Barnes mixes fact and
fiction; 5 Jeanette Winterson mingles history and
fantasy and explores sexual themes; 6 A. S. Byatt
revives the Gothic novel using modernist narrative
techniques; 7 William Trevor portrays human
relationships in Irish and British provincial settings;
8 Roddy Doyle depicts the sad and comic aspects of
young people and family life, and also investigates
Ireland’s past history.
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20 1 feminist; 2 women in a man’s world and social
matters; 3 magic realism; 4 new feminist; 5 Angela
Carter and Fay Weldon; 6 international; 7 Kazuo
Ishiguro, Ben Okri, Caryl Philips, Fred D’Aguiar
and Hanif Kureishi; 8 Nick Hornby and Louis de
Bernières.
21 A Post-War Poetry; B The Movement and The
Group; C Two Outstanding Poets; D The ‘Pop’ Poetry
Movement; E An Irish Nobel Prize; F Scottish, Welsh
and Irish Poetry in English; G West Indian-British
Poetry; H Social Realistic Poetry; I Women Poets.
22 1 F; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 T; 6 F; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 F;
11 T; 12 T; 13 F; 14 F; 15 T; 16 F; 17 T; 18 T; 19 F;
20 F; 21 T; 22 F; 23 T; 24 F; 25 T; 26 F.
23 1 The Movement: Philip Larkin, Kingsley Amis,

Donald Davie, John Wain, Thom Gunn. 2 The Group:
George MacBeth, Philip Hobsbaum. 3 The Liverpool
Poets: Brian Patten, Roger McGough, Adrian Henri.

24 1 Scottish: Douglas Dunn, Robert Crawford, W.
N. Herbert. 2 Welsh: Tony Curtis. 3 Irish: Seamus
Heaney, Eavan Boland, Ciaran Carson, Paul Muldoon,
Matthew Sweeney. 4 West Indians: Linton Kwesi
Johnson, David Dabydeen, Fred D’Aguiar.
25 A Post-War Theatre; B Modernism and the

Theatre; C The Theatre of the Absurd; D Anger
in Drama; E Kitchen-Sink Drama; F Influence of
Absurdist Drama; G Social Realism; H Modern Acting
and Directors; I Companies and Playhouses;
J Television and Cinema; K Irish and Scottish
Theatres.

26 1 Coward; 2 Beckett; 3 Pinter; 4 Timberlake
Wertenbaker and Hanif Kureishi; 5 Wesker and
Delaney; 6 Osborne; 7 McGuinness; 8 Stoppard;
9 Friel; 10 Churchill.
27 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 F; 5 T; 6 F; 7 F; 8 T; 9 T; 10 T;
11 F; 12 F; 13 T; 14 T.
28 A Fiction after the War; B The Beats; C New
fiction of the 60s and 70s; D The Southern Literary
Renaissance; E The Emergence of Women Writers;
F Jewish Writers; G Black Fiction; H Native
Americans; I Realism and Post-Modernism;
J Multicultural Fiction; K Women Writers.
29 1 c; 2 i; 3 d; 4 g; 5 h; 6 e; 7 a; 8 b; 9 f.
30 1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 F; 8 T; 9 F; 10 F;

11 T; 12 F; 13 T.

31 1 The Southern Literary Renaissance:

William Styron, Flannery O’Connor. 2 Jewish
writers: Bernard Malamud, Saul Bellow, Philip Roth,

Chaim Potok, Paul Auster. 3 Black Fiction: Ralph
Ellison, James Baldwin, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison.
4 Native Americans: John Joseph Mathews, Scott
Momaday, James Welch, Leslie Marmon Silko, Louise
Erdrich. 5 Minimalism: Raymond Carver, David
Leavitt. 6 Post-Modernism: Don DeLillo, Thomas
Pynchon, Michael Cunningham, Art Spiegelman.
7 Asian Americans: Maxine Hong Kingston, Amy
Tan.

32 A Post-War Poetry and Confessional Poetry;
B Experimental Poetry; C African American Poetry;
D The 80s and 90s; E ‘Language Poets’;
F Multicultural Traditions; G Performance-Oriented
Poetry.
33 1 T; 2 T; 3 F; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T.
34 1 Black Mountain poetry: Charles Olson,
Robert Creeley. 2 The San Francisco School:
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Robert Duncan, Kenneth
Rexroth. 3 The Beats: Allen Ginsberg, Gregory
Corso. 4 The New York School: John Ashberry,
Frank O’Hara, Kenneth Kock.
35 1 T; 2 F; 3 T; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 T; 8 F; 9 T; 10 T.
36 Russian.
37 A Drama after the War; B Absurdist Drama;
C A Black Playwright; D The 80s and 90s.
38 1 f; 2 c, 3 a; 4 g; 5 b; 6 d; 7 h; 8 e.
39 A Canada; B Australia; C India’s Independence;
D India’s Partition; E The Commonwealth; F African
Decolonisation; G Nigeria; H Kenya; I South Africa;
J Zimbabwe; K Caribbean Independence.
40 1 1867; 2 the Commonwealth; 3 original cultures;
4 Federal State; 5 1901; 6 Aboriginal; 7 assimilation;
8 integration; 9 right to the land; 10 Commonwealth.
41 1 1947; 2 India; 3 Pakistan; 4 Bangladesh;
5 decolonisation; 6 Commonwealth
42 1 e; 2 d; 3 f; 4 a; 5 b; 6 c.
43 A New Literatures in English; B Common
Features; C Themes and Language; D Australian and
Canadian National Literatures; E India and Pakistan;
F African Literatures; G The Literature of the West
Indies.
44 1 T; 2 F; 3 F; 4 T; 5 F; 6 T; 7 F; 8 T; 9 F; 10 T;
11 T; 12 T; 13 T; 14 F; 15 F; 16 T; 17 F; 18 T.
45 1 d; 2 f; 3 a; 4 g; 5 e; 6 c; 7 b.
46 1 ethnic; 2 identity; 3 cultural; 4 displacement;
5 roots; 6 slave; 7 immigrants; 8 themes.
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The Oral 2020
Learn about your exam and some exam techniques to deal with the prova orale.

1 General Information
1 What will happen when you attend the oral exam?
a) Who will be sitting in front of you?
b) Who might be sitting behind you?
c) What will the examiners ask you to do first, before
the exam begins?
d) What will you find easier and what will you find more
difficult about the oral exam?
2 Think about how you will present yourself and how you will answer questions in the oral exam.
a) Read some suggestions.
b) Tick (P) those you find useful.
1 £ Sit up straight but relaxed.
2 £ Smile and look confident.
3 £ Make eye contact with the examiners.
4 £ Look at all of the examiners – do not miss anyone out.
5 £ Do not play with your pen or your papers.
6 £ Speak clearly and do not rush.
7 £ Practise talking in front of the mirror and in front of other people.
8 £ When you have finished the exam, smile.
3 Oral exam’s structure
a) How many parts will the oral exam have? How many points can you get? How long it will
last? Match the sentence parts.
1

The oral exam will be in

20

marks

2

It will last a total of

40

parts

3

The maximum score is

60

marks

4

The pass mark (equivalent of 6) will be

5

minutes

b) What are the different parts of the exam? Read the following and underline the key
information.
The exam will be divided into five parts.
The first part will be a discussion of a written text which you have produced before the exam
and presented to your teachers. It will concern the subjects which are most important in your
indirizzo di studio and which have been assigned as the subjects of the seconda prova. It will
be assigned to you by 1st June and you will hand it in by 13th of June.
In the second part, you will talk about a text you have studied with your Italian teacher and
which appears in the list in the Documento del 15 maggio.
Part three will be the part of the exam when you are asked to consider a text, a document, an
experience, a problem, and develop a discussion from it which touches and links a number of
subjects you have studied. This part could include a CLIL experience you have had, if the CLIL
teacher is in the exam commission.
Part four will be your PCTO presentation and part five will be questions on Cittadinanza e
Costituzione.
c) In which of the five parts could you be asked to speak in English?
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2 Part 4 – PCTO
You may decide to give your PCTO presentation in English, especially if your work experience has
involved using your foreign languages. For this part of the exam you will give a short talk on your
experience, using a multimedia presentation, if you wish.

1 Here are some tips on giving a talk. Tick (P) those you find useful.
1

£ Before you go into the exam room, repeat your opening sentence three or four times.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

£ Take slow, deep breaths before you start speaking.
£ Put across a sense of energy, confidence, conviction and passion.
£ Emphasize key words in every sentence.
£ Do not speak more softly at the end of a sentence – the examiners need to hear every word.
£ Do not rush, especially at the beginning of your talk.
£ Slow down or pause to emphasize the most important points.
£ Speed up to show extra conviction about an idea.
£ Use natural and comfortable gestures.
£ Practise your talk in front of a mirror and in front of other people.

This will get you started and give you confidence.

2 Plan your talk carefully.
Giving a talk is like writing an essay in that it must be organised, coherent and easy for your audience
to follow.
• Make notes for your talk under these headings:
Introduction: e.g. a general statement about the content of your talk, the reason why you chose this
topic, the reason why you chose to use English for the presentation.
Main body: e.g. practical information about the PCTO experience, which aspect of the experience
you intend to focus on, and the detailed discussion of this aspect.
Conclusion: e.g. what you learned from the experience, how the experience fed into your school
studies, how the experience will influence the choices you make regarding university, work…
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Look at these cohesion devices for oral presentations and check you understand them. Use them to
enrich your talk and to guide your listeners.
Cohesion Devices for Speeches and Talks
Type

English

Starting your talk and stating
intentions

The topic of my talk is...
What I am going to talk about now is...
My purpose is to show...
My main objective is...
The main points I will mention are...

Talking about the main points

Firstly,...
Secondly,...
Next,...
Finally, I want to say that...
I’d like to start by saying that...
I’m going to move on to...
I’d like to go back to what I said earlier in reference to...

Adding information

In addition,...
Moreover,...
On top of that...

Giving examples and clarifying

A good illustration of this is…
By way of example, I can refer to…
What I mean by that is…
To make myself clearer,…
More precisely,…

Summarising and concluding

To recap my main points, first...
To sum up the main points…
I’d like to conclude by saying…
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Using a multimedia presentation
a) Read some ‘dos’ about multimedia presentations before you make your own.
b) Add the equivalent don’ts to complete the table.
Dos

Don’ts

Think about who the presentation is for –
they are upper secondary school examiners
and they will expect your presentation style
to be mature and scholarly.

Don’t use a style which is more suitable
to your peers / friends / a non-academic
situation.

Give the presentation structure (opening,
main part with subsections, conclusion) and
make sure that the structure is clear on the
slides.
Use only key words associated with a few
simple, scholarly, key images.
Organise each slide with minimal information
in a clear hierarchy.
Choose fonts of the correct size and style
(legible, scholarly). Titles should be bigger
than subtitles, for example.
Make sure each slide has the same design and
colour palette so that together they create a
sense of coherence and harmony.

3 Part 3 – Subject knowledge and competence
Your preparation for this part of the exam has taken place throughout the school year. You will need
to show
– your knowledge of the subject
– your ability to make links across subjects
– your ability to discuss critically and to express personal, informed opinions
Here are some preparation tips.

1 Establish a question bank like the one below.
• Listen to the questions your teacher asks during oral tests.
• Write them down and create a bank of possible questions like the ones below.
• Use them during the year to prepare for oral testing and to prepare for the final oral.
• Test yourself regularly.
My Oral Question Bank – English

1
2
3
4
5
6

Compare and contrast the poem The Soldier with the poem Dulce et Decorum Est.
Talk about how World War I broke out, which powers were involved, why Britain declared
war on Germany and when the war ended.
What is the form of the poem The Soldier? Describe it. Why does Brooke use this form?
Talk about Rupert Brooke’s life.
What was life like in the trenches in WWI?
Which kinds of chemical weapons were used in WWI? Who by? What were their effects?
(segue)
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My Oral Question Bank – English

7

What does Owen describe in stanza 1, in stanza 2 and in stanza 3 of the poem Dulce et
Decorum Est?
8 Which kind of gas attack does Owen describe? How can you tell?
9 Describe Owen’s language in the poem Dulce et Decorum Est.
10 Describe the main events affecting the Jewish populations of Germany and Austria during the
1930s
11 Why is the title of the poem Refugee Blues significant?
12 Where is the poem set? Which people are mentioned in relation to the Jewish couple? How do
they behave?
13 Auden also speaks about natural elements such as trees and animals – why?
14 How do Hitler and Hitler’s Germany come across in the poem?
15 What are the characteristics of a blues song and how far does Auden make use of them in his
poem?
16 What do you know about the Manhattan project?
17 Describe the events and results of the Potsdam Conference
18 What does the term ‘containment ‘ refer to in terms of the Cold War?
19 What happened to Germany and to Berlin after WWII?
20 What were the Berlin Blockade and the Berlin Airlift?
21 Which two events in 1949 shook American confidence and led to the arms race?
22 What did you learn about the space race in the Cold War?
23 Name the presidents in chronological order from Reagan to Trump and say which party they
represented, giving one key aspect of their presidencies.
24 Under whose presidency did 9/11 take place? Describe the attacks in detail.
25 How many parts does Simon Armitage’s poem Out of the Blue have? Why is the title
significant?
26 What does he describe in part three of the poem? Which techniques does he use to put across
emotions, events and message?
27 What does he describe in part four of the poem? How does the poem finish?
28 Talk about Armitage’s life.
29 What did you learn about Winston Smith and about London in the extracts you read from the
novel Nineteen Eighty-Four?
30 Talk about Orwell’s life and how it is linked to the novel you read.
31 Which historical events inspired Orwell to write the novel Nineteen Eighty-Four?
32 Describe Winston’s relationship with O’Brien and say what O’Brien wants of Winston and how
he achieves it.
33 Which tools of oppression and control are used in Oceania?
34 Why is language important in the novel?
35 The novel has the structure of a tragedy with a development leading to the climax, the
happiest moment in the characters’ lives, quickly followed by the crisis, decline and final
catastrophe. Say what these stages correspond to in the story.
36 Which characteristics of the dystopian novel does Nineteen Eighty-Four have?
37 ...
38 ...
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2 Revisit the notes you have made during the school year by tabulating them in different
ways. Look at the examples and create your own.
Example 1
Key Authors and Texts

Author

Work

Literary
period

Genre and
features of
genre

Content, style, Themes and
features
issues

Rupert
Brooke

The
Soldier

First part
of the
twentieth
century

WWI poetry
(can be patriotic
or critical of the
war)

Petrarchan
sonnet (octave
+ sestet) st. 1
he says what
England has
given him, st. 2
he says what his
heart gives back,
sweet positive
lexis, strong
musicality,
regular rhyme
and meter

Edwardian
(idealisation
of the English
countryside,
sweet tone)

Idealised view
of war it is
an honour to
die for one’s
native land,
to defend the
English values
and beauty of
the English
landscape.

Links
to other
subjects
History –
WWI
Italian –
war poets
Art – Otto
Dix, John
Nash...

…
Example 2
Literary Periods / Movements and Representative Authors / Texts

Literary
period

Representative
author and text

The late
Thomas Hardy
Victorian Age
Tess of the
D’Urbervilles

Literary context

Historical context

Links to other
subjects

Shared view of reality
begins to break
down, evils inherent
in the system are
exposed, Victorian
values are criticised,
pessimism replaces
optimism.
Realism tends to
Naturalism – in
Hardy a fatalistic
world in which
his characters are
conditioned by their
social position and
victims of social
injustice. The world
which surrounds
them seems
indifferent to their
suffering.

Women in the
Victorian Age –
Victorian morality
judges and restricts
women, demanding
submissive behaviour
and a spotless
reputation. Men’s
attitude to women
is riddled with
hypocrisy and
prejudice.

Women and
women’s rights
in European
literature
Realismo,
Verismo,
Naturalismo –
similarities and
differences
...

By the 1890s the idea
of the ‘New Woman’
begins to emerge –
many fear what this
social revolution
might mean.

...
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Example 3
Cultural Themes

Theme

Non-literary texts

Literary texts

Topics and links

The
environment

What is the
environment

Alexis de Tocqueville
Journeys to England and
Ireland

The effects of
industrialisation on the
landscape

Charles Dickens
Hard Times

The effects of
industrialisation on the
human condition

Different types of
pollution
Fossil fuels and their
consequences
The Industrial
Revolution

G. M. Hopkins
Binsey Poplars

Ozone pollution
Deforestation
Greenpeace

Philosophy – Marx, Engels
History – Industrial Europe
Science – Natural Sciences
and Chemistry
Italian literature Verga
Art – Gustave Doré, William
Wyld...

…
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WORKBOOK

3 Create multidisciplinary mind maps to decorate your classroomUNIT
or bedroom
inContemporary
the example.times
7. modern as
and
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Keys to Activities
1 a) The examiners and the president of the

commission. b) Classmates, family, relatives… The
exam is open to the public. c) They will probably ask
you to show your ID and sign your attendance. d)
Personal response.

2 Personal response.
3 a) 1 5/parts; 2 60/minutes; 3 40/marks; 4 24/

marks. b) first part: discussion of a written text
produced before the exam concerning different

subjects; second part: a text which appears in the
list in the Documento del 15 maggio; Part three:
consider a text, a document, an experience, a
problem, and develop a discussion; part four: PCTO
presentation; part five: questions on Cittadinanza
e Costituzione. c) In part 1, if you are in a Liceo
Linguistico; in part 3 in the multidisciplinary talk and
in CLIL; in part 4, if English has been relevant to your
PCTO experience.
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