step

2

Festivities in the UK
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Christmas in Britain
In the UK Christmas is a very important festivity,
probably the most important one. Throughout the
month of December people prepare for this festivity.
They decorate their houses and gardens and they
buy presents. In this period, you can often see
groups of carol singers in the streets. They sing
Christmas carols. Christmas Carols are traditional
songs which people sing at Christmas. They are
based on Christian lyrics. Among the most famous
Christmas carols are: “Jingle Bells”, “We wish you
a Merry Christmas” and “Silent Night”. In Britain
Christmas is celebrated on the 25th December.
People usually have their Christmas dinner between
2 and 4 in the afternoon. Typical dishes at
Christmas are turkey, served with vegetables
and sauces, Christmas cake, which is rich in fruit,
and Christmas pudding.
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1 Say whether the statements are Right (A),

Wrong (B) or Doesn’t Say (C).
1. People start preparing for Christmas
a few days before the 25th December.
2. They decorate their houses and gardens.
3. They buy presents only for children.
4. In the streets there are groups of carol
singers. They are usually children.
5. They usually sing very modern songs.
6. In Britain people celebrate Christmas
on the 25th December in the evening.

Christmas pudding
It has its origins in Medieval times. There
are a lot of superstitions about the pudding.
According to tradition it should be made
with 13 ingredients, because “13”
represents Christ and his
disciples. And when you
eat it you should stir
the pudding with a
spoon from east to
west, in honour of
the Three Kings.
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2 Speaking: work with a partner. Leggi quali

K

3 Write an e-mail to a friend describing how you

sono i typical dishes at Christmas. Sono
diversi da quelli tradizionali che si servono
in Italia in occasione del Natale. Con il tuo
compagno scrivi una lista di cibi tradizionali
italiani cercando di descriverli in inglese.
Poi leggili in classe confrontandoti con i tuoi
compagni.

usually spend your Christmas. Say:

• when
 
you celebrate it (on the 24th / on the 25th
/ during the day / in the evening...)
•  who you celebrate it with
•  what you do
•  if you like it.
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